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EDITORIAL

The Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo dictatorship’s authoritarianism reaches beyond bor-

ders.

Besides worsening repression in all its variants, in the national realm -the country turned 

into a jail for its population-, the regime dealt a diplomatic blow at the continental level 

-closing down the local Organization of American States (OAS) representation.

Added to that, it maintains the offensive mockery attitude stating, in the case of the OAS, 

that the police force which broke into and plundered the premises, was mobilized as a pro-

tection operation.

And if that were not enough, after the decision by Joe Biden’s administration, the host of the 

IX Summit of the Americas, to not invite him to the gathering -as well as his colleagues 

Cuba’s Miguel Díaz Canel and Venezuela’s Nicolás Maduro-, Ortega said it doesn’t matter 

because he is not interested in that regional leaders’ meeting.

Simultaneously, on the national stage, repression persists, from more arrests of opposition 

leaders -such as Yubrank Suazo’s, May 18- to new legal status cancellations of dozens of 

NGOs -50, only on May 3-, including recurrent attacks on indigenous peoples on the eas-

tern Caribbean coast -particularly the Mayangna community.

Regarding arrests, something which was a matter of time, happened: historic sandinista 

militant Marlon “Chino Enoc” Sáenz, a tenacious critic mainly of Murillo was captured.

“Chino Enoc” was arrested May 18 and, after a brief stopover at a judicial installation in the 

northern city of Estelí, taken to “El Chipote”.



IMONTHLY REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN NICARAGUA: 
FROM MAY 01 THROUGH 20, 2022

During the period covered by this report 

-May 01-20, 2022- relatives of political 

prisoners continued to report the health of 

the regime’s hostages continued to dete-

riorate.

At the same time, the authoritarian twisting 

of reality and the dictatorial arrogance 

-both typical of top-to-down govern-

ments-, were once again evident.

On the one hand, the regime brazenly 

stated the local OAS headquarters were 

not illegally occupied but the police opera-

tion was held to protect the installation.

During the main official event to mark May 

1st -International Workers’ Day-, Ortega 

lied, as if speaking the truth with moral 

authority, asserting that the police invasion 

and ransacking of the local Organization of 

American States (OAS) office in Nicaragua 

was actually an operation to safeguard the 

installation and the assets in it.

The dictator asserted the allegedly protec-

tive action happened after the regime 

withdrew from the continental body.

“So, now that we withdrew (…) we sent the 

police to actually protect the said offices, 

while the legal steps were taken to expro-

priate and tell them to leave Nicaragua, 

already,” he said during the event held Apr. 

30 -a day before the official commemora-

tion.

On the other, Daniel Ortega assured he 

does not care he was excluded from the IX 

Summit of the Americas, because, anyway, 

he is not interested in the meeting.

Also, as it was foreseeable, the script was 

also followed in the case of “Chino Enoc” 

who, having strongly criticized Rosario Mu-

rillo, is now jailed -at “El Chipote”- and 

charged -with drug trafficking.

And the dictatorship kept cancelling legal 

statuses.

I.- ORTEGA USES MAY 1ST TO CONTINUE LYING, SAYS THE POLICE ARE 
LOOKING AFTER THE ILLEGALLY OCCUPIED OAS OFFICE
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Simultaneously, political prisoner Pedro 

Joaquín Chamorro, a brother of former 

presidential hopeful Cristiana Chamorro 

-also a political prisoner- was placed 

under house arrest, relatives of the regi-

me’s hostage reported.

The measure was due to the opposition 

leader’s deteriorating health, according to 

international press reports.

The inmate, 70 -a son of former Nicaraguan 

president (1990-1997) Violeta Barrios- has 

been in prison -like dozens of other opposi-

tion leaders- since his arrest in mid-2021.

In the context of the illegitimate trials the 

dictatorship has been holding since 

February, the political prisoner was senten-

ced to eight years in jail, charged with having 

committed the unlikely crime of “abusive 

management and misappropriation.”

“Why? Because (allegedly) we had occu-

pied and we had ransacked the offices of 

the OAS here, in Nicaragua,” he continued 

to twist facts.

“So, the police arrived to safeguard, they 

didn´t arrive to occupy those offices, to 

safeguard because there could’ve also 

been agitators getting in there, or also 

criminals, taking advantage of the place 

being empty, and breaking in to steal, and 

then blame it on the government,” he 

stated, picturing as true what was obvious-

ly the opposite. “And without having tou-

ched so much as a paper there, or a ball-

point, well, they were told,” according to 

Ortega.

“And what did the OAS secretary general 

do? He made a racket, over there, he 

assembled the (Permanent) Council 

before the OAS, and he told them we had 

committed an outrage, a crime,” he 

further lied.

II.- FORMER PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL CRISTIANA CHAMORRO’S BRO-
THER IS PLACED UNDER HOUSE ARREST
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On May 1, political prisoner Violeta Granera’s children 

reported, in an open letter, that the opposition leader’s 

health is deteriorating.

Granera -arrested in June 2021, in the dragnet 

unleashed against opposition leaders, including 

presidential hopefuls in the sham election process of 

November last year- “feels physically weak, that her 

body is deteriorating, and there are mornings when it 

is very hard to get up,” they wrote.

IV.- POLITICAL PRISONERS’ RELATIVES ISSUE S.O.S.

III.- VIOLETA GRANERA’S CHILDREN REPORTY THEIR MOTHER’S 
HEALTH DETERIORATES

“We are extremely alarmed because of her physical condition,” they added, and went on to 

explain that “our mother is 70, (has) multiple chronic health problems,”, and pointed out that 

“the deterioration es evident, after 10 months in prison.”

One day after Granera’s children’s letter 

was released, relatives of political prisoners 

in Nicaragua issued a call for help before 

the health condition of the dictatorship’s 

captives.

Having visited the prisoners four days 

before, the group reported, in a statement 

on Twitter, about the situation leaders, 

arrested in mid-2021, are in.

The relatives explained that during the visit 

at the Dirección de Auxilio Judicial (Judicial 

Assistance Directorate, DAJ) -the police 

installation better known as “El Chipote”, 

where human rights are constantly viola-

ted- they witnessed the prisoners’ critical 

physical condition.

They wrote that they saw, “with extreme 

concern, a general health deterioration,” 

caused, by the authorities there, to “break 

down their bodies and minds.”

“Before this extremely serious situation, we 

issue an S.O.S. to the people of Nicaragua 

and to the international community,” they 

stated in the two-page document that 

included eight demands.

03



Among the demands, they listed the “im-

mediate stop to confinement in 2x2-meter 

cells, sealed, without ventilation, with 

lights on 24 hours or in permanent dark-

ness and with no possibility to see or be 

seen from outside.”

Also, the “immediate stop to isolation and 

lack of communication Tamara Dávila, 

Suyen Barahona, Dora María Tellez, Ana 

Margarita Vigil are being subjected to.”

And “guarantees of all conditions of 

hygiene, lighting and ventilation needed 

to hold a human being.”

 Tamara Dávila

 Suyen Barahona

Dora María Tellez

Ana Margarita Vigil

V.- ORTEGA WILL NOT BE INVITED TO THE IX 
SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

US president Joe Biden’s administration will 

not invite Ortega to the Ninth Summit of the 

Americas, scheduled for June in that coun-

try, US assistant secretary of State for Wes-

tern Hemisphere affairs Brian Nichols 

reported.

Neither will be presidents Miguel Díaz Canel 

(Cuba), Nicolás Maduro (Venezuela), 

Nichols stated in statements in Spanish on 

May 2 in the news program “Cuestión de 

Poder” (“A Matter of Power”) broadcast by 

Colombian television dstation Nuestra Tele 

Noticias (Our TV News, NTN 24).
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“It’s a key moment in our hemisphere, a 

moment when we’re facing many cha-

llenges to democracy (…) and the coun-

tries that must be mentioned -Cuba, 

Nicaragua, Maduro’s regime-, don’t res-

pect the Democratic Charter of the Ameri-

cas,” he explained.

The summit will focus on “Building a sus-

tainable, resilient and equal future” 

(“Construir un futuro sostenible, resiliente 

y equitativo”) in the Americas.

VI.- THE DICTATORSHIP PLANS TO FURTHER MANIPULATE ELECTION 
LEGISLATION, THE NOVEMBER MUNICIPAL VOTE IS NOW THE TARGET

The regime’s illegitimate majority bloc at 

the single-chamber Asamblea Nacional 

(National Assembly) submitted on May 3, a 

bill to reform nine articles of the Ley Electo-

ral (Election Law).

The articles are 16, 21, 22, 70, 74, 85, 105, 148, 

and 158, according to the text.

Among other changes, the initiative aims 

at reducing from 42 to 20 days the election 

campaign period.

It also seeks to raise from 400 to 600 the 

number of voter per voting center (Junta 

Receptora de Votos, JRV).

The assembly created a Comisión Especial 

de Carácter Constitucional (Special Com-

mission of a Constitutional Nature) to carry 

on the analysis, consultation, and verdict 

on the proposed law.

The municipal election is scheduled for 

Nov. 6.

Joe Biden
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
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VIII.- CRUELTY AGAINST CIVIL SOCIETY CONTINUES UNSTOPPABLE: 
ANOTHER 50 NGOS WERE STRIPPED OF THEIR LEGAL STATUS

European Union High Representative for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Spain’s 

Josep Borrell said also on May 3 that the 

bloc will make an effort to manage the 

Ortega-Murillo dictatorship´s isolation.

At the European Union (EU) “We’ll do wha-

tever’s possible to Isolate Ortega and 

obtain support from the region’s coun-

tries” to that end, said Borrell in statements 

published that day by the Spanish new 

agency Efe.

“In Nicaragua there’s a dictatorship, the-

re´s a repression regime,” the European 

official stated, after completing a Latin 

American tour that took him to Chile and 

Panama.

The regime keeps its onslaught, with cruel-

ty, against civil society, having deployed on 

May 4 its legislative bulldozer to destroy 

another 50 NGOs

El régimen sigue arremetiendo, con saña, 

contra la sociedad, stripping them of their 

legal status.

Among the organizations affected that 

day, are community, cultural, human 

rights, feminist, religious associations, 

among others.

The attack materialized with 75 votes in 

favor, with the implicit support from 16 abs-

tentions.

VII.- CHIEF OF EU FOREIGN POLICY: “WE’LL DO WHATEVER’S 
POSSIBLE TO ISOLATE ORTEGA”

Josep Borrell
HEAD OF EU FOREIGN POLICY
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The alleged crimes on which those groups 

were illegalized are the same as in all pre-

vious cases.

The dictatorship has thus hit, since the out-

burst of the ongoing crisis, in April 2018, 

some 200 associations -including human 

rights organizations, among them the 

Asociación Nicaragüense Pro-Derechos 

Humanos (Nicaraguan Association for 

Human Rights, ANPDH).

Filiberto Rodríguez, a regime congressman, 

said during the congressional meeting, 

that the measure was implemented on the 

Día de la Dignidad Nacional (National Dig-

nity Day), and stressed the fact that unlike 

prior cases -in lots of 25 on an average-, 

the number now rose to “fifty associations 

who want to violate the law against 

money laundering.”

The NGOs hit this time, are:

Asociación de Cirujanos Dentistas de 

León (ACDL)

Asociación Foro de Educación y Desa-

rrollo Humano de la Iniciativa por Nica-

ragua (Foro de Educación y Desarrollo 

Humano FEDH-IPN)

Asociación por la Democracia Enrique 

Bermúdez Varela (APDEBV)

Asociación de Comisiones por la Paz de 

los Derechos Humanos (ACPDH)

Asociación Civil Instituto Histórico Cen-

troamericano (IHCA)
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Asociación Movimiento Fuerza Demo-

crática Nicaragüense (FDN) Resistencia 

Nicaragüense (RN) (Movimiento 

FDN-RN) 

Asociación Nicaragüense de Criadores y 

Propietarios de Caballos Peruanos de 

Paso (ANCPCPP)

Fundación para el Desarrollo Comunita-

rio Inclusivo (Fundecomi)

Fundación Nicaragüense para el Desa-

rrollo Sostenible (Fundenic/SOS)

Fundación EO Nicaragua

Fundación para el desarrollo de la 

ciudad de León (Fundapadele)

Asociación para el desarrollo pecuario 

de Achuapa (Asodepa)

Fundación Nakawe

Fundación Inserción de ex Reclusos 

(Finex)
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Asociación Angelo Guiseppe Roncalli

Asociación para el Desarrollo Integral 

Comunitario (ADIC)

Fundación Proyecto Solar para Mujeres 

Nicaragüenses (Fuprosomunic)

Asociación Civil de Clubes de Leones del 

Distrito D-5 de Nicaragua

 

Asociación de Promotores Sin Fronteras 

(Aprodif)

Asociación Ciencia y Desarrollo de Nica-

ragua (Cidenic)

Fundación Eco Familia (Ecofam)

Fundación para el Desarrollo Integral de 

Quilalí (Fundiq)

Asociación Movimiento de Mujeres de 

Chinandega (MMCH)

Asociación Centro de Asistencia a la 

Mujer (Centro de Asistencia de la Mujer)
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Asociación Centro de Desarrollo Integral 

Nicaragüense

Asociación Programa Regional Feminis-

ta La Corriente

Fundación Grupo Fundemos

Fundación 10

Asociación Juventud por la Democracia 

de Nicaragua 

Asociación para el Desarrollo del Pacífi-

co Sur de Nicaragua

Asociación Promotora de Beneficios 

Mutuos 

Asociación Academia de Ciencias de Ni-

caragua o Academia de Ciencias de Ni-

caragua

Fundación Poetas Organizados en un Es-

pacio Social Intelectual y Artístico (Fun-

dación Poesía)
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Asociación Amigos en Acción en Nicara-

gua 

Asociación Centro de Formación Juvenil

Fundación Nicaragüense de Apoyo a 

Programas Sociales

Asociación Biodiversidad de Nicaragua 

Asociación Casa de la Mujer Bocana de 

Paiwas

Asociación Sin Fines de Lucro Tierra

Asociación Movimiento de Jóvenes de 

Ometepe

Asociación para la Promoción de la 

Mujer de Waslala

Asociación Trabajadores para la Educa-

ción Salud e Integración Social

Asociación Nicaragüense de Cirugía Ge-

neral   
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Fundación para la promoción y desarro-

llo sostenible en el istmo de Rivas

Fundación Fondo Centroamericano de 

Mujeres

Asociación Campesina de Condega 

“conociéndonos y produciendo” 

Fundación hermanamientos de Nueva 

Guinea “Luz en la selva”

Fundación Yarrice

Fundación Apapachoa

Asociación de Centro de Iniciativas de 

Políticas Ambientales

IX.- UNHCHR CONDEMS THE DICTATORSHIP’S RELENTLESS ATTACK 
ON CIVIL SOCIETY
In its immediate reaction to the new massive cancellation of NGOs legal status, the office of 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) condemned the regime’s 

action.

“Nicaragua: without civic space there is no democracy,” the world organization’s specialized 

agency tweeted.
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“The initiatives (…) to cancel the legal status of another 50 civil 

society organizations, which would add up to 201, speak for 

themselves,” it added.

X.- THE REGIME ADAPTS THE PENAL CODE TAYLOR MADE: STRENG-
THENS SENTENCES, AIMS AT PRIESTS, CONFISCATES ASSETS FOR 
“HIGH TREASON”

The dictatorship’s majority, spurious par-

liament bloc kept up, the same day, its irra-

tional onslaught against human rights.

Added to the brutal aggression on 50 

NGOs, the pro-government steam roller 

passed, with 77 votes -in collusion with 11 

abstentions-, the report titled “Análisis de 

las Normas Jurídicas Aplicables a las Per-

sonas que cometen Delitos de Menoscabo 

a la Integridad Nacional, Crímenes de 

Odio” (“Analysis of the Legal Standards 

Applicable to Persons committing crimes 

of Undermining National Integrity, Hate 

Crimes”), which includes the recommen-

dation to modify the Penal Code (PC).

The change mainly refers to strengthening 

sentences against those found guilty of 

having committed “undermining of natio-

nal integrity,” and the confiscation of those 

dictatorship victims’ assets.

The proposed reform of CP article 110, aims 

at increasing from 15 to 20 years in prison 

the sentence for that crime, while the 

change recommended for article 409 

seeks to deprive those persons of their pro-

perty through asset forfeiture.

According to congressional Comisión de 

Justicia (Justice Committee) president 

María Auxiliadora Martínez, there is con-

sensus to implement the changes.

“We must add, to Penal Code article 409, 

asset forfeiture applied to those senten-

ced who used or acquired assets while 

committing the crime of high treason, 

crimes compromising peace, crimes 

against the Political Constitution, and 

related crimes,” she added.

She also referred to the catholic church 

sector, echoing what Ortega has repea-

tedly said since 2018, in the sense that the 

religious leadership backed the alleged 

attempted coup that year.

“They committed the crimes not as pas-

tors, not as representatives of Christ, nei-

ther trying to protect and defend human 

rights” but acted “with viciousness and 

hatred,” and “should be judged, and their 
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The Ortega-Murillo dynasty, regardless of 

its outspoken anti-imperialism, is in unoffi-

cially revealed communication with US 

government officials.

Despite Ortega’s discourse against “los 

yanquis”, his son Laureano -who appears 

to be the political heir to “el comandante”- 

keeps a fluid dialogue with high represen-

tatives of Joe Biden’s administration.

The contacts were revealed May 5 by the 

US daily The New York Times (NYT).

The Times report stated that “Nicaragua’s 

ruling family has largely weathered sanc-

tions imposed by the United States in 

recent years as American officials accu-

sed the country’s government of sliding 

toward autocracy.”

““Now, it seems, the family’s resolve may 

be breaking,” it added in the story it titled 

“Nicaraguaʼs Secretive Ruling Family Rea-

ches Out Quietly to the U.S.”

“Shortly after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 

the most prominent son of Nicaragua’s 

autocratic president, Daniel Ortega, quiet-

ly approached Washington to restart dia-

logue, according to officials and diplo-

mats familiar with the outreach, as the 

Biden administration levied sanctions 

against Moscow, one of the Central Ame-

rican nation’s few remaining allies, it poin-

ted out.

“The key topic on his mind: sanctions relief 

for the family,” the paper stated.

“A senior U.S. State Department official 

was dispatched to Managua to meet with 

Laureano Ortega in March, but the mee-

ting never took place after the Ortegas 

seemingly got cold feet,” it reported.

“Mr. (Laureano) Ortega, 40, is seen by 

some analysts as a favorite to succeed his 

father,” according to the NYT report picked 

up by international media.

communities or associations thoroughly investigated, since they shield themselves as reli-

gious,” she stated.

XI.- THE ORTEGA-MURILLO DYNASTY SECRETLY REACHES OUT TO 
“LOS YANQUIS”, NYT REVEALS ORTEGA JR’S CONTACTS WITH BIDEN 
PEOPLE
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A day after, the NYT report was confirmed 

by a State Department spokesperson.

“We won’t comment on specific interac-

tion between the US government and the 

Ortega-Murillo regime, but we hold a rank 

of bilateral communication with the 

regime, and we’ll continue to press for the 

release of the political prisoners,” the offi-

cial said in statements broadcast May 6 by 

the Voice of America.

Also in the US sphere, career diplomat 

Hugo Rodríguez was nominated by Biden 

as the country’s next ambassador to Nica-

ragua.

The White House reported, in a May 6 press 

release, on this and another six nomina-

tions in different government areas, and 

said Rodríguez –a native Pennsylvanian- 

currently serves as Senior Advisor in the U.S. 

Department of State’s Bureau of Western 

Hemisphere Affairs.

The nominee -whose appointment hinges 

on Senate confirmation-, has held posi-

tions in US embassies in Mexico, Paraguay, 

Peru, Italy.

Should he be greenlighted by the Senate, 

Rodríguez will replace Kevin Sullivan, who 

has held the post since 2018, the year when 

the ongoing persistent and violent social, 

political, and human rights crisis broke.

.

The “immediate release of the political 

prisoners (…) continues to be one of the 

top priorities of the United States in Nica-

ragua,” the source added.

“Although we’re open for frank discussions 

on the steps (to follow) to return to demo-

cratic norms and respect for human rights 

in Nicaragua, the Ortega-Murillo regime 

has not shown any seriousness of purpose 

toward a genuine dialogue,” the official 

further explained.

XII.- THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION CONFIRMS TALKS WITH THE 
DICTATORSHIP

XIII.- BIDEN NOMINATES AMBASSADOR TO NICARAGUA
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On the Latin American stage, Colombia’s 

president Iván Duque, described, on May 6, 

Ortega as a dictator, and said the same of 

Venezuela’s Nicolás Maduro. 

“Daniel Ortega is a dictator,” the South 

American president said, and went on to 

add that “the whole world knows what he’s 

doing with Nicaragua: lacerating his 

people, closing down universities, jailing 

opponents, intimidating justice.”

“He’s part of the combo of the three ‘Ps” 

autocrats -populism, post-truth, and 

polarization-, such as Nicolás Maduro,” he 

added.

Thus, “what we’ve always done is to raise 

our voice, because we defend democra-

cy,” he explained.

On the May 6 of The Refugee Brief, UNHCR 

reported the dictatorship’s constant clo-

sing of civil space, and highlighted, among 

other repression actions, that more than 

100 national civil society organization have 

been stripped of legal status.

It also explained that since the outbreak of 

the violent Nicaraguan crisis, in April 2018, 

150 Ngo’s have been deprived of their legal 

capacity.

“Since 2018 an onslaught began against 

civil society organizations,” it said.

“His attitude will be clear when he with-

draws from the Organization of American 

States (OAS),” he went on to add.

Duque -whose four-year term 

(2018-2022) closes on Aug 7- made the 

statements two weeks after Ortega des-

cribed Colombia as a “narco State.”

The northwestern South American nation is 

“the world’s top drug producer,” the dicta-

tor stated, pointi8ng out that “this is the 

best business the Colombian State has.”

Ortega thus spoke on Apr. 21 -at the main 

event of Día de la Dignidad Nacional (Na-

tional Dignity Day)-, celebrating the recent 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling in 

favor of Nicaragua in a Caribbean territo-

rial dispute between the Central American 

country and Colombia.

XIV.- COLOMBIA’S PRESIDENT: “DANIEL ORTEGA IS A DICTATOR”

XV.- UNHCHR: IN FOUR YEARS OF CRISIS THE REGIME HAS HIT 159 
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
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Meanwhile, three Members of the European 

Parliament (MEPs) requested, May 10, Euro-

pean Commission vice president and high 

representative of the European Union for 

Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell to sanction 14 

orteguista judges for having illegally sen-

tenced -obeying the ruling couple- 

dozens of political prisoners charged with 

nonexistent crimes.

In a letter to Borrell, MEPs Soraya Rodríguez, 

Javier Nart, and Jordi Cañas, said that “with 

these illegitimate sentences against arbi-

trarily held political prisoners, the judges 

have also become responsible in human 

rights violations.”

It is necessary “to strengthen pressure on 

(EU) Member States, and that concrete 

actions be implemented against the Orte-

gas regime’s impunity,” they stated.

“Impunity is increasing in Nicaragua, and 

the judges must be held directly responsi-

ble for repression in the country,” they 

reported and proposed.

“In February, the Ortega regime began 

trials against top political prisoners which 

led to illegitimate sentences that only 

confirm the Nicaraguan dictatorship’s 

repression path,” they added.

The judges singled out are:

XVI.- MEPs SEEK TO PUNISH 14 ORTEGUISTA JUDGES FOR ILLEGALLY 
SENTENCING POLITICAL PORUISONERS

“Between 2019 and 2020 cancellations lessened, but the State adopted a series of 

regulations restricting freedom of association which later became the basis for further 

cancellations,” it pointed out.

“In 2021, coinciding with the early arbitrary arrests of the pre-election period -46 per-

sons arrested, including seven presidential hopefuls-, Nicaragua cancelled 60 organi-

zations’ legal status,” it added in detail.

“So far in 2022, not a month has passed in which the National assembly has not massi-

vely cancelled these organizations -87-. It is the worst period,” the UN specialized 

agency assured.

In UNHCR’s view, “the reduction of civil space has worsened over the past months.”
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1. Nadia Camila Tardencilla, Segundo Distrito Penal Managua. Sentenced politi-

cal prisoners Miguel Mora Barberena, Lester Alemán, Max Isaac Jerez Meza, 

Harry Bayardo Chávez Cerda

2. Ángel Jeancarlos Fernández González, Cuarto Distrito Penal Managua. Sen-

tenced Dora María Téllez, Víctor Hugo Tinoco, José Antonio Peraza Collado, Luis 

Rivas Anduray

3. Ulisa Yaoska Tapia Silva, Décimo tercer Distrito Penal Managua. Sentenced 

Suyén Barahona Cuan, Yader Parajón, Yasser Muammar Vado, Francisco Xavier 

Aguirre Sacasa, Freddy Navas, María del Socorro Oviedo Delgado y Noel Vidau-

rre Arguello

4. Rosa Velia Baca Cardoza, Distrito Primero Penal Chinandega. Sentenced 

Donald Margarito Alvarenga Mendoza

5. Verónica Fiallos Moncada, Juzgado Distrito Penal Ocotal. Sentenced Douglas 

Alfredo Cerros Lanzas

6. Luden Martin Quiroz García, y 7. Karen Vanesa Chavarría, Noveno Distrito 

Penal de Juicio y de Audiencia, respectively. They led the trials against Ana Mar-

garita Vijil Gurdián, Miguel Ángel Mendoza Urbina, Mauricio Díaz Dávila, María 

Fernanda Flores, Pedro Joaquín Chamorro Barrios, Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, 

Walter Gómez, Marcos Fletes, Pedro Vásquez, Juan Lorenzo Holmann

8. Félix Ernesto Salmerón Moreno, Quinto Distrito Penal Managua. Sentenced 

Daysi Tamara Dávila Rivas, Juan Sebastián Chamorro, José Bernard Pallais, Félix 

Maradiaga, Arturo Cruz Sequeira, Violeta Granera Padilla, José Adán Aguerri, 

Manuel Orozco (en ausencia), Medardo Mairena Sequeira, Pedro Mena Amador, 

Roger Reyes, José Alejandro Quintanilla Hernández, Jaime Arellano y Yaser 

Vado
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9. Nancy Aguirre Gudiel, Décimo Juzgado del Distrito Penal. Sentenced Danny 

de los Ángeles García González, William Antonio Caldera Navarrete e Irving 

Larios

10. William Irving Howard López, Distrito Penal de Juicios de Masaya. Sentenced 

Nidia Lorena Barbosa Castillo y Edder Oniel Muñoz Centeno

11. Erick Ramón Laguna Averruz, Juzgado de Distrito del Departamento de Estelí. 

Sentenced Santos Camilo Bellorín Lira y Alexis Peralta Espinoza

12. Melvin Leopoldo Vargas García, Séptimo Distrito Penal Managua. Sentenced 

Samantha Padilla Jirón

13. Irma Oralia Laguna Cruz, Primer Distrito Penal Managua. Sentenced Evelyn 

Pinto Centeno

14. Rolando Sanarrusia, Juez Sexto Penal de Audiencia de Managua. Sentenced 

Yoel Sandino Ibarra, Andrés Uades.

XVII.- THE DICTATORSHIP ENDS THE ILLEGAL TRIALS AGAINST ELITE 
POLITICAL PRISONERS, THEY BECOME NEGOTIATION CHIPS

The trials started in February against top 

political leaders arrested in the mid-2021 

anti-opposition dragnet, ended three 

months later, after insane prison terms 

slapped on almost 50 of those dictatorship 

hostages, according to a May 12 Agence 

France-Presse (AFP) report.

The 45 captives include Cristiana Chamo-

rro, guerrilla commander and Health 

minister in the first sandinista government 

(1979-1990) Dora María Tellez, former gue-

rrilla and vice minister of Foreign affairs in 

the same government Víctor Hugo Tinoco.

Quoted by AFP, exiled former opposition 

Nicaraguan congressman Eliseo Núñez 

said that “Ortega gives the closure he 

wanted to this cycle of false legitimacy,” 

and added that “now comes a space 

where he’ll want to negotiate political 

prisoners in exchange for concessions 

ranging from suppression of sanctions to 

other types of concessions he might ask of 

the international community.”
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More than 60 percent of the indigenous 

Mayangna Sauni As territory is under illegal 

occupation by settlers -nonindigenous 

invaders-, reported biologist, environmen-

talist, and human rights advocate Amaru 

Ruiz.

The situation worsens without the State 

intervening to defend the affected com-

munities, added Ruiz, in statements publi-

shed May 16 by La Mesa Redonda (The 

Round Table), a Nicaragua online media 

operating in exile in Costa Rica.

“More than 60 percent of that territory has 

been invaded, and this implies a concern 

toward those Mayangna communities 

living in the territories,” he said.

“The State and its institutions take no res-

ponsibility, and the authorities are not 

protecting the indigenous communities 

and their territories,” he added.

“And we keep seeing that, constantly, with 

the attacks, with the massacres that have 

happened within those territories, and 

above all within the Mayangna Sauni As 

territory, which is considered as one of the 

most invaded territories in Nicaragua,” the 

environmentalist went on to report.

In the latest attack, on May 6, in that area 

-located in the northeastern Región Autó-

noma de la Costa Caribe Norte (Autono-

mous Region of the Northern Caribbean 

Coast, Raccn), community forest ranger 

Elquino Lázaro, 55, was shot and wounded, 

having recovered at a local hospital, Ruiz 

said.

The human rights activist also revealed 

that “the regime is proposing that the 

indigenous communities accept or legali-

ze the invasion process in those territo-

ries,” and the “the (local) governance be 

changed.”

Rejecting the illegal proposal, the indige-

nous communities -mainly the Miskito 

people- say they “can’t live with their mur-

derers (…) with people displacing them, 

with people who don’t respect their culture 

and who, besides that, deteriorate their 

forests,” Ruiz explained.

XVIII.- NONINDIGENOUS INVADERS OCCUPY OVER 60% OF MAYANGNA
SAUNI AS TERRITORY
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May 30 -Mother’s Day, in Nicaragua- is not 

a holiday -as the regime wants- but a day 

of mourning, said the Asociación Madres 

de Abril (April Mothers’ Association, AMA).

“From the Asociación Madres de Abril we 

declare May 30 as National Mourning Day 

for the killings of our children and relatives 

which are crimes against humanity so far 

unpunished,” tweeted AMA as it issued a 

call, on May 16.  

In the text attached to the tweet, the asso-

ciation described May 2022 a “day (for) 

joint action,” in which, “with memory and 

resistance we demand justice and free-

dom.”

“It is not a celebration, it is not a feast” but 

“a march in unity to demand justice,” it 

stated in the one-page document.

“Nicaragua is in mourning: because or 

children were murdered under the order 

given by Ortega-Murillo to shoot to kill, 

with precise shots by police forces, para-

militaries, snipers, backed by sandinista 

clash groups, with premeditation and 

cruelty, for having joined the civil strug-

gle,” it pointed out.

AMA thus referred to the massacre by the 

dictatorship, when it brutally attacked the 

May 30, 2018, march, in Managua, to mark 

Mother’s Day as a protest against the 

regime.

That massive, peaceful demonstration 

-with students also taking part- was 

organized through a call for unity.

“Today, as AMA, we reiterate that call for 

unity in action, for solidarity shown as 

never before in Nicaraguan history on that 

May 30, 2018, which the regime tried to 

bury with the Massacre it perpetrated,” the 

opposition civil society group pointed out.

“In light of the declaration of May 30 as a 

national holiday decreed by the dictators-

hip: Let’s declare May 30 a DAY OF NATIO-

NAL MOURNING!” it said.

In statements made May 10, Murillo said the 

regime sent to the Asamblea Nacional a 

bill to reform the Labor Code, so as to inclu-

de Mother’s Day among national holidays.

XIX.- ASOCIACIÓN MADRES DE ABRIL: MAY 30 IS NO HOLIDAY BUT
A DAY OF MOURNING
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On May 17, the regime announced the illegalization of another 19 NGOs, including the Funda-

ción Festival Internacional de Poesía de Granada (Granada International Poetry Festival 

Foundation).

According to the fake charges pressed by the Ministerio de Gobernación (Interior Ministry, 

Migob) to suspend their legal status, the NGOs “have violated and not complied with their 

duties according to the law.”

XX.- THE DICTATORSHIP AIMS AT ANOTHER 19 NGOS

The organizations now hit, are:

Fundación para el Desarrollo Sostenible

Asociación Unidad para el Progreso del Norte y Centro de Nicaragua

Asociación por el Desarrollo Municipal (Desarrollo Municipal)

Federación Consejo Superior de la Micro, Pequeña y Mediana Empresa (Co-

sumipyme)

Asociación de Periodistas y Comunicadores Ambientalistas de Nicaragua 

(APCAN)

Fundación Festival Internacional de Poesía de Granada

Asociación Coordinadora de Mujeres Rurales

Fundación Instituto de Investigación y Desarrollo Sociocultural de las Sego-

vias (Indescu)
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Asociación para el Desarrollo Social (Asodes)

Asociación para el Desarrollo Municipal del Norte (Nueva Segovia, Madriz, 

Estelí, Matagalpa y Jinotega) (Ademnorte)

Asociación para el Desarrollo Integral de la Mujer (Apadeim)

Fundación Cosigüina

Fundación Integral para el Desarrollo Rural Ecosostenible (FIDRE)

Fundación Humberto Argüello Cerda

Fundación Costeños Unidos por la Integración y Desarrollo Autogestionario 

y Sostenio de la Costa Atlántica de Nicaragua (Cupidascan)

Asociación de Investigación y Capacitación Huehuetlatolli (Cicaph)

Asociación por la Humanización de la Vida (AHV Colectivo Gaviota)

Organización Nicaragüense de Agencias de Publicidad (ONAP)

Fundacion Tunki-Wanki (Tunki-Wanki)

Another 25 NGOs are about to follow the same path.

XXI.- THE REGIME PLACES VÍCTOR HUGO TINOCO UNDER HOUSE ARREST
Also on May 17, relatives of former guerrilla 

and former vice minister of Foreign Affairs 

in the first sandinista government 

(1979-1990) Víctor Hugo Tinoco reported 

that this political prisoner was placed 

under house arrest.

Arrested during the political dragnet the 

dictatorship carried out in mid-2021, Tinoco 

was jailed in the Dirección de Auxilio Judi-

cial (Legal Assistance Directorate, DAJ) 

-the police installation known as “El Chi-

pote”, where most political prisoners are 

in unhealthy conditions, their human 
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violated, including by torture.

Arlen Tinoco, a daughter of the ex vice 

minister, reported that “I understand they 

took him home last night at 10,” and 

added that “I haven´t had much informa-

tion.”

Within the framework of the illegal trial the 

dictatorship launched in February, Tinoco 

-whose health was affected by the 

lockup- was sentenced to 13 in prison, 

falsely charged with “undermining natio-

nal integrity.”

Álvaro Somoza Urcuyo -a grandson of dic-

tator (1933-1956) Anastasio “Tacho” 

Somoza García, a son of former president 

(1956-1963) Luis Somoza Debayle, a 

nephew of dictator (1967-1979) Anastasio 

“Tacho” Somoza Debayle- claims he is 

being persecuted because of his family 

name.

In statements published May 18 by La Mesa 

Redonda, Somoza, 70, who lives in Miami, 

said that “I left Nicaragua, as an exile, 

because my family name is Somoza.”

“I am a son of Luis Somoza Debayle, who 

was president from 1957 to 1963,” he poin-

ted out, in an interview with the news outlet.

About his father, he said the he was “per-

haps the only Somoza who respected the 

duties of his constitutional period,” since 

“he rose and stepped down when he was 

supposed to rise and step down.”

Víctor Hugo Tinoco
FORMER NICARAGUAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS VICE MINISTER

XXII.- A GRANDSON OF “TACHO” SOMOZA GARCÍA SAYS HE’S 
PERSECUTED BECAUSE OF HIS FAMILY NAME
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On May 18, another 25 NGOs entered the list of such organizations attacked by the dictators-

hip.

The regime´s steam roller at the spurious Asamblea Nacional, punished them for “noncom-

pliance with the laws governing them.”

XXIII.- THE LIST OF ILLEGALIZED NGOS GROWS

The groups now victi8mized are:

Fundación Pro-Rescate de los Jóvenes en Pandillas

Fundación Puntos de Encuentro para la Transforma-

ción de la Vida Cotidiana

Asociación para el Desarrollo Integral Acompañado 

de Nicaragua y sus Comunidades

Asociación Vida Plena (ASOVIP)

Asociación Ministerio Generación sin Código

Fundación Nueva Esperanza y Vida (FNEV)

Asociación Lazos de Amor y Esperanza (ASLAE)

Asociación Instituto de Estudios para la Gobernabili-

dad y Democracia
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Fundación Civil Nicaragüense para la Conservación y 

el Desarrollo (FUNCOD)

Fundación Centro de Orientación para la Exportación 

de la Micro, Pequeña y Mediana Empresa (COEMIPY-

ME)

Asociación por Masaya Primero (PMP)

Asociación Red Municipal de Jóvenes de Nueva 

Guinea (RMJ-NG)

Fundación Centro de Relaciones Internacionales 

(C.R.I.)

Fundación Civil para el Apoyo a Mujeres Víctimas de 

la Violencia

Asociación de Señoras de Abogados de Nicaragua 

(A.S.A.N.)

Asociación Centro para la Participación Democrática 

y el Desarrollo
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Asociación Centro de Estudios y Formación para la 

Gobernabilidad Democrática y el Desarrollo Sosteni-

ble

Fundación de Desarrollo Habitacional Ambientalista 

de Bajo Costo Bambú, Palma y Adobe de Nicaragua

Fundación Interconexión Humana, Ubuntu, Funda-

ción Ubuntu

Asociación de Desarrollo Forestal Campesino (ADE-

PROFOCA)

Asociación Centro Alternativo para Mujeres Sobrevi-

vientes de Violencia Izel

Fundación de Mujeres por el Desarrollo y la Democra-

cia de Nicaragua (FUMDENIC)

Asociación Americana de Agroquímicos de Nicara-

gua (ANIC)

Fundación para el Desarrollo de la Cirugía Recons-

tructiva en Nicaragua (NICAPLAST).

27



XXIV.- BACHELET: “NICARAGUA MUST REMAIN ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL AGENDA”

United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (Unhchr) Michelle Bachelet 

stated the need for the international com-

munity to keep its attention on Nicaragua.

Bachelet -a former Chilean president 

(2006-2010, 2014-2018) also reported the 

regime continues to massively persecute 

non-governmental organizations.

“I believe Nicaragua must remain of the 

international agenda,” the international 

official said May 18, during a forum held in 

Panama City.

“The government continues cancelling 

societies’ legal status, and we Also spoke 

with the authorities for them to restore the 

status, because the organizations are 
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XXV.- THE OFFENSE IS STRENGTHENED: A NEW LAW DECLARES 
MOTHER’S DAY A NATIONAL HOLIDAYDAY

In Nicaragua, the same day, the Asamblea Nacional fast-tracked a law making Mother’s Day 

a national holiday.

Only 11 days short of the fourth anniversary of the Managua massacre of May 30 -Mother’s 

Day in Nicaragua-, the regime’s legislative majority reformed article 66 of the Código del 

Trabajo (Labor code) to include that date on the national holidays list -now having reached 

10.

The initiative, pushed by assembly president Gustavo Porras -sanctioned by the US-, was 

unanimously passed.



XXVI.- ORTEGA: “WE’RE NOT INTERESTED IN BEING IN THAT SUMMIT”

Reacting to the US decision to leave Nicaragua -as well as Cuba and Venezuela- out of the 

IX Summit of the Americas, Ortega said, May 19, during an official event, that he has no interest 

in taking part in the gathering.

“This can’t be! This can’t be! We have to make ourselves respected, we can’t be asking the 

Yankee, or begging him, to be in his summit,” he  said during the main celebration of Gen. 

Augusto César Sandino’s (1895-1934) 127th birth anniversary.

“No, we’re not stimulated by their summit!” he immediately added.

“The Yankees are marginalizing Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua, but I tell them, the 

Yankees, from here: ‘we’re not interested in being in that summit, we’re not interested,” he 

continued to say and underline.
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“Going to that summit is going to get full, yes, get full of we 

know what,” he immediately pointed out, and went on to add 

that, “yes, that summit doesn’t enhance anyone, it actually 

dirties, muddies.”

“We must defend ourselves, Latin Americans, to be respected,” 

he said.

XXVII.- “CHINO ENOC”: ARRESTED AFTER CRITICIZING MURILLO, 
CHARGED WITH DRUG TRAFFICKING

Arrested May 18, historic sandinista militant Marlon “Chino Enoc” Sáenz -a tenacious critic of 

Murillo- was charged, the following day, with drug trafficking, independent local media 

reported.

By a friend’s version, Sáenz was arrested the morning of May 18 by National Police officers who 

initially took him to a judicial installation in the northern city of Estelí, and from there to “El Chi-

pote.”



Marlon “Chino Enoc” Sáenz
HISTORIC SANDINISTA MILITANT
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According to the charges pressed, the victim is “the State of Nicaragua/Public Security.”



“IN THE PROMOTION AND DEFENSE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS” 

ANPDH-ASONIDEFEHU


