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EXECUTIVE REPORT 2021 ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS IN NICARAGUA 

In January and February 2021, the regime headed by Daniel Ortega and wife Rosario Murillo 

finished passing seven repression laws aimed at stifling any dissent expression on the 

streets, independent media, and social networks, even cancelled the legal status of civil 

society organizations it saw as most troublesome, and controlled to the last detail the 

foreign funding for NGO’s surviving the regime’s onslaught. One of such laws was the 

Election Law (331) reform, passed on May 4, 2021. 

On this reform, an Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) communique 

stated it “maintains and strengthens the closing of democratic spaces in the country.” 

IACHR urged “the State to take immediate measures to ensure election rules and a social 

and political context compatible with a broad and competitive election process as well as 

free, transparent, fair and monitored elections.” 

“The reform, far from widening popular democratic participation and ensuring free, fair, 

competitive, monitored, and legitimate elections, introduces mostly formal changes into the 

current system; besides, it introduces rules that restrict election competition and the 

exercise of political rights.” 

On the election law reform, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

spokesperson Marta Hurtado expressed deep concern about the fact that “the possibilities 

for Nicaragua to hold free and credible elections on November 7 are slipping away as a  
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consequence of measures taken by the authorities against political parties, candidates, and 

independent journalists, restricting even more any civil and democratic space.” 

The first three months of 2021 heralded a turbulent election year, due to the strengthening 

of repression measures aimed at preventing, at all costs, the people from exercising their 

civil and political rights, particularly their right to participate in a free, fair election process 

with national and international observers in the voting scheduled for November 7. 

Since Ortega formally returned to power in 2007, democracy, institutions, and the Rule of 

Law were progressively deteriorating. However, in April 2018, the Ortega-Murillo regime 

confirmed before the world it does not respect Nicaraguans’ human rights, or the national 

and international voices promoting their protection and defense. 

Far from complying with the call by different international organizations and several 

countries, about providing democratic spaces for the presidential election, the government’s 

repression and human rights violation policy strengthened in 2021. The implementation of 

repression laws made it much harder for the population and civil society organizations to 

exercise their rights and promote their respect and defense. 

Simultaneously, Nicaraguans’ fear and uncertainty also increased. The illusion of some that 

the November elections could mean an alternative for change, for peacefully getting rid of 

the dictatorship, vanished on the streets of militarized cities, in a virtual state of siege. 

Within this situation, the voice of the Nicaraguan Association for Human Rights (Asociación 

Nicaragüense Pro-Derechos Humanos, ANPDH) was always present through the public 

denunciation by Dr. Álvaro Leiva Sánchez, the association’s Secretary, showing the world 

the regime’s brutal repression against the people. 
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ANPDH also denounced the Ortega-Murillo regime’s idleness and negligence, throughout the 

year, in the face of COVID-19, which during the year’s second half caused serious suffering 

in a mostly impoverished population, lacking basic health conditions, and semi- or totally 

illiterate. 

The pandemic’s rebound was such that in September came the announcement of the closing 

of the sole oxygen supplier, amidst the desperation of Nicaraguans who, for days and nights, 

stood in lengthy lines to take home even but a tank, vital for their virus-stricken relatives. 

The situation has been so serious that a study released in late 2021 by the independent 

Observatory for Transparency and Anticorruption (Observatorio por la Transparencia y 

Anticorrupción), showed that in Nicaragua “there are some 6000 to 9000 covid-19 deaths 

not recognized by authorities because they were attributed to other causes so as to reduce 

pandemic statistics.” Meanwhile, the regime estimates below 215 the number of coronavirus 

fatalities in Nicaragua. 

“Daniel Ortega hides the covid-19 deaths and infections, does not implement tests, under-

uses appropriations earmarked for pandemic attention”, the study states. 

“Authorities are responsible after denying the pandemic, not having taken measures, and 

after the enormous mismanagement cover-up to convince the population that the State 

cared for them and did everything possible to save them,” it adds. 

Dr. Leiva Sánchez has repeatedly pointed out publicly that, besides crimes against humanity, 

Ortega is guilty of viral genocide against Nicaraguans. 

The first half of 2021 was characterized by violent repression, with intimidation, stalking, 
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harassment of all types, and by the impossibility for the people to exercise their civil and 

political rights. Since the regime began repression against the April 2018 protests, there has 

not been a single moment of truce or relief for the citizens. Nevertheless, in the second 

semester of 2021, the worst, the unimaginable in an election year was yet to happen. 

On May 6 the Nicaraguan Legislative Branch’s Directorate, totally under the Ortega-Murillo 

regime’s will, swore-in the 10 new Supreme Election Council (Consejo Supremo Electoral, 

CSE) magistrates -two of them re-elected-, whose unconditional submission to the ruling 

Sandinista National Liberation Front (Frente Sandinista de Liberación Nacional, FSLN) was 

fully guaranteed. 

Less than 15 days later, they began their repression and antidemocracy work, cancelling the 

legal status of two opposition political parties: the Democratic Restoration Party (Partido de 

Restauración Democrática, PRD), and the Conservative Party of Nicaragua (Partido 

Conservador de Nicaragua, PC). 

From then on, the Ortega-Murillo regime focused its repression machinery on stalking and 

harassment against different opposition presidential candidates and independent journalists. 

On May 19, authorities announced an ongoing criminal investigation against one of the main 

presidential hopefuls, Cristiana Chamorro, for alleged money laundering through the Violeta 

Barrios de Chamorro Foundation (Fundación Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, FVBCH). The 

investigation is based on the Law against Asset Laundering, Terrorism Funding, and 

Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (Ley contra el Lavado de Activos, 

Financiamiento al Terrorismo y la Proliferación de Armas de Destrucción Masiva) passed on  

July 2018. This law, written in excessively loose terms, caused ANPDH concern in that it 
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could be used to silence dissident voices, as it actually happened. 

Charges against Ms. Chamorro included unlawful use of funds from international sources. 

Also, members of 12 independent media were subpoenaed to testify within the same legal 

proceedings. 

On May 20, the police searched the headquarters of Confidencial, a media headed by Carlos 

Fernando Chamorro, one of Ms. Chamorro’s two brothers, confiscated equipment, and 

temporarily arrested a cameraman. By then, there was talk of Ms. Chamorro possibly being 

sentenced and pronounced ineligible for office. 

The National Police also stepped up the arbitrary restriction against other opposition leaders’ 

movements. 

Cristiana Chamorro appeared before the Office of the Public Prosecutor (Ministerio Público, 

MP) to answer for alleged money laundering. Also, presidential candidates Félix Maradiaga 

and Juan Sebastián Chamorro woke up to police patrol cars outside their homes and a 

restraining order placing them under house arrest, with no warrant. On May 23, social media 

reported on the police stalking and harassment against also presidential candidate Arturo 

Cruz. 

In the case made-up against Cristiana Chamorro, the regime’s MP also summoned former 

presidential candidate Fabio Gadea Mantilla, owner of Radio Corporación; Aníbal Toruño, 

owner and director of Radio Darío; Verónica Chávez representative and former director of 

television channel 100% Noticias, and wife of journalist and presidential candidate Miguel 

Mora. 
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In early June, the Ortega-Murillo regime’s police searched Cristiana Chamorro’s home, after 

the justice system ordered her arrest on charges of asset laundering filed by the 

government. The regime also requested she be pronounced ineligible for public office. 

The first weekend in June did not escape the regime’s repression against opposition 

presidential candidates. On June 5, Cruz was detained at the Managua airport, and kept 

incommunicado, with no explanation, for several hours. At the end of the afternoon the 

police issued a communique stating Cruz was being investigated because of “strong evidence 

that he had attacked Nicaraguan society and the people’s rights.” It also said the recently 

passed Law 1055 -Law of Defense of the People’s Rights to Independence, Sovereignty and 

Self-Determination for Peace (Ley de Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo a la 

Independencia, la Soberanía y Autodeterminación para la Paz), which is part of a combo of 

laws passed from October 2020 through February 2021, aimed at stifling opposition and 

preventing the free, transparent, and democratic election process the Nicaraguan people 

and the international community were demanding. 

Félix Maradiaga, another presidential candidate, who had been harassed for months at the 

houses where he had sought refuge, was captured by the police, the night of June 7, after 

his home was violently searched. 

Other leaders arrested that day were presidential candidate Juan Sebastián Chamorro; 

former president of the Superior Private Enterprise Council (Consejo Superior de la Empresa 

Privada, COSEP) José Adán Aguerri, and civil society leader Violeta Granera, who was hit in 

the face. The following day, the dictatorship searched the home of and abducted former 

Foreign Affairs minister and LiberaL Party member José Pallais, whom the police physically 

attacked, although he is and elderly person with chronic conditions. 
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The criminal Ortega-Murillo regime’s repression escalation, launched on May and June 2021, 

criminalizing independent journalists, had the clear aim to prevent their work reporting the 

regime’s abuses. Also, the unconstitutional arrest of most presidential candidates violates 

their human rights, as well as principles of international accords. 

Dr. Leiva Sánchez said such actions reflect Ortega’s fear to face the people in free elections. 

Thus, he has also opposed and not completely complied with the October 2020 Organization 

of American States (OAS) General Assembly (GA) Resolution, “a situation we have been 

pointing out since that date, and which expired on May 21.” 

“This onslaught against the independent press, candidates, and opposition leaders reflects 

the criminal regime’s true nature and essence, its inhuman conduct, the absence of political 

will to find a peaceful, civil, and democratic way out of the social, political, economic, and 

health crisis the Nicaraguan people are suffering,” he added. 

He also stated his coincidence with the OAS AG in its request to the continental 

organization’s Secretariat General to support timely and inclusive negotiations “between the 

Government of Nicaragua and national actors, representing the Nicaraguan opposition, on 

election reform measures that are significative and coherent with international applicable 

rules, and to provide technical assistance for their implementation, so as to promote free 

and fair elections.” 

None of this happened. The following months witnessed more repression, jail, and killings. 

June 1-20, was a time of violent arrest and imprisonment -in some cases, under house 

arrest, in others, disappearance or confinement in the Legal Assistance Directorate 

(Dirección de Auxilio Judicial, DAJ) better known as El Chipote, a palace for brutal  
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torture under inhuman health conditions- of five presidential candidates and seven 

other political and civil society leaders, women included. 

The policy to destroy any expression of divergence regarding the regime has led the 

dictatorship -in the context of the captures perpetrated in June- to arrest, under insane 

charges such as “attack on Nicaraguan society”, figures who were part of the sandinista 

guerrilla (1961-1979) leadership, and of the revolutionary government (1979-1990) 

structure. 

This specific hunt has included, up till now, former guerrilla commander and later Health 

minister Dora María Téllez, former guerrilla and later high officer of the Popular Sandinista 

Army (Ejército Popular Sandinista, EPS) Hugo Torres, ex vice minister of Foreign Affairs 

Víctor Hugo Tinoco. 

Luis Carrión, a revolution commander, a former member of the nine-strong FSLN National 

Directorate (Dirección Nacional) -guerrilla and political party-, and an ex Economy, 

Industry, and Trade minister, decided in June to exile himself -in an undisclosed country. 

Also, writer and Ortega’s vice president (1985-1990) Sergio Ramírez. 

The regime’s actions are likely to continue, at the current intensity level, at least until 

November, Dr. Leiva Sánchez said, assessing this moment’s repression circumstance. 

He also stated that -in the near future- Ortega has not even the slightest political will to 

give Nicaragua a peaceful way out, through elections, of the political, social, economic, and 

serious human rights violations conflict the dictatorship has caused. 

In this sense, international pressure -including individual and institutional economic 
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sanctions- is positive but not enough. 

“The outlook is foreseeable, beyond the November 7 vote: the Ortega-Murillo ticket win will 

place the regime in a strengthened position of force,” he further stated. 

In July 2021, repression actions by the regime were stepped up, to do away with opposition 

political movements’ leaderships which, according to the dictatorial couple, posed a real 

threat to its intention to perpetuate itself in power through the November 7 presidential 

election. 

Following the June persecution and political harassment, July was a time for arbitrary 

arrests, persecution against opponents and media, and for the Ortega-Murillo regime’s 

authoritarianism sinking Nicaragua deeper in an institutional crisis. 

On July 5, presidential candidate and campesino leader Medardo Mairena Sequeira, and 

student leaders Lesther Alemán and Max Jerez were abducted. 

Meanwhile, in exile, Dr. Leiva Sánchez requested IAHRC for precautionary measures in favor 

of the following persons taken hostage since June 2: Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, Arturo 

Cruz Sequeira, José Pallais, Daysi Tamara Dávila, Dora María Téllez, Ana Margarita Vigil, 

Suyen Barahona, Víctor Hugo Tinoco, Hugo Torres Jiménez, Walter Gómez, Marcos Fletes, 

Miguel Mora Barberena, Miguel Mendoza, María Fernanda Flores, Félix Maradiaga, Pedro 

Joaquín Chamorro Barrios, Juan Sebastián Chamorro García, and Violeta Granera. 

In early July, the Justice and Peace Commission of the Archdiocese of Managua also made 

public its position, showing deep concern about the latest events in the country. 

According to the Catholic Church, Nicaragua currently lives “a dark night filled with terror, 
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despair, and uncertainty,” referring to late-night abductions by the sanctioned sandinista 

police against presidential candidates, opponents, journalists, and student leaders. 

“Today, Nicaragua feels not only fear, it feels terror, despair, and uncertainty, so many 

Nicaraguans think we have entered a tunnel, there is a night of darkness, so much fear in 

the night. The night has turned into a synonym of fear and terror,” it stated, adding that the 

Church is also concerned about the new exile wave which is already taking place because of 

the persecution, the stalking, and the illegal imprisonments. 

The regime gave no respite in its hunt of political opposition and independent opinion 

leaders. On July 24, news broke of the abduction of conservative presidential candidate and 

attorney Dr. Noel Vidaurre Argüello, and political commentator Jaime José Arellano Arana. 

ANPDH condemned both citizens’ kidnapping and demanded their release. 

On July 26, José Antonio Peraza Collado, a political scientist and president of Movement for 

Nicaragua (Movimiento por Nicaragua) -a civil society organization- was taken hostage. 

Three days later, the MP again subpoenaed Gadea, as a means of harassment and 

intimidation, and it ordered preventive detention against ex Foreign Affairs minister 

Francisco Aguirre Sacasa. Both citizens are elderly persons with chronic conditions. 

Human rights advocates have not escaped the regime’s fierce repression. On August 2 

Permanent Commission fort Human Rights (Comisión Permanente de Derechos Humanos, 

CPDH) attorney Dr. María Oviedo was abducted along with her daughter. 

Friday, August 6, was branded by several politicians and journalists as a “fateful Friday” for 

freedom and democracy in Nicaragua, which the regime continues to turn into an immense 

prison. That day, the dictatorship prevented former ambassador Mauricio Díaz Dávila, one   
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of the leaders of the ideologically liberal political party Citizens for Liberty (Ciudadanos por 

la Libertad, CxL), and Dr. Marcos Carmona, president of CPDH from leaving the country. 

Hours later, news broke that the regime arbitrarily decided to cancel CxL’s legal status and 

the Nicaraguan nationality of its president Kitty Monterrey, who was born in the United 

States to Nicaraguan parents, thus fully entitled to their nationality. 

On August 9, having been frequently deprived of his passport, Díaz Dávila was subpoenaed 

by the MP. After his testimony, he left with his son, heading home. But upon leaving, he was 

intercepted by armed civilians (paramilitary serving the regime). Díaz Dávila was brutally 

beaten on the street and forced to board a private vehicle to an unknown destination. Two 

days later, it was unofficially known that he had been taken to El Chipote. 

On August 13, the dictatorship dealt a new blow to private property and freedom of 

expression, when Ortega-Murillo troops broke into the headquarters of the opposition 

newspaper La Prensa, remaining there for several hours, in an illegal search looking for 

documents related to the alleged money laundering, and also customs fraud, which have 

served as a pretext for indiscriminate repression by the regime, thus wiping out the main 

opposition parties trying to take part in the November 7, 2021, elections. 

On August 16, through the Ministry of Government (Ministerio de Gobernación, MIGOB), the 

regime cancelled the registry of at least six United States and European organizations 

present in Nicaragua, under the argument that “they have not complied with their duties 

according to the Laws regulating non-profit organizations in Nicaraguan territory.” 

Victim organizations are:  

-National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), from the United States 
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-International Republican Institute (IRI), from the United States 

-Fundación OXFAM Intermón, from Spain 

-OXFAM IBIS, from Denmark 

-DIAKONIA, from Sweden 

-Helping Hands the Warren William Pagel, M.D. Foundation, from the United States. 

Through a MIGOB resolution published in the official Nicaraguan journal The Gazette, the 

orteguista regime charged the six NGO’s with not reporting their financial statements 

according to the fiscal periods, and the boards of directors in the countries of origin with not 

complying with the legal requirements established for receiving donations and reporting the 

prior arrangements to MIGOB. 

On August 19, the Ortega-Murillo regime, through the orteguista police and the Judiciary 

Branch, ordered Nicaragua’s banks to lift banking secrecy and freeze the accounts of 

opposition attorney and presidential hopeful María Asunción Moreno. 

Orteguista judge Henry Morales ordered all the country’s banks to provide information on 

Moreno, in order to know bank account statements since their opening, certified copies of 

deposit, transaction, and withdrawal receipts, bank loans or other activities, and “other data 

of interest” since 2015. 

Meanwhile, the Nicaraguan catholic church, again undergoing a time of threats and offenses 

against its religious leaders, answered, on August 20, dictator Daniel Ortega’s attacks calling 

them “false prophets” and even warning them that they could go to prison. 

Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes, the catholic Church’s highest leader, said that the rulers “have 
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always criticized” the priests’ role, because of their stands, but emphasized that the clergy 

“are not there to please authorities’ feelings, nor their leaders’ wishes.” 

On August 14, Ortega accused religious leaders of applauding the 2018 protests, and called 

them “sons of the demon.” 

The attacks by Ortega and Murillo occurred four days after the Justice and Peace Commission 

of the Managua Archdiocese issued a pastoral message deploring the lack of conditions for 

truly democratic elections in Nicaragua. 

“The Nicaraguan people, who have the right to choose among different political options, are 

prevented from expressing their sympathies by voting in November’s elections to elect the 

country’s highest authorities, because the opposition candidates have been forcefully 

excluded from the contest by jailing them and stripping them of their rights as citizens,” the 

Church said. 

It added that “the election process, which should be a civil celebration, is lived with fear and 

uncertainty, because there are no conditions for democratic elections.” 

In another development, Nicaraguan journalist Octavio Enríquez, winner of the International 

Journalism Prize King of Spain (Premio Internacional de Periodismo Rey de España) in 2014, 

reported that he left Nicaragua to protect his physical integrity. 

Enríquez, also awarded with the Ortega y Gasset Prize of 2011, explained in a written 

statement published by the online newspaper Confidencial, where he works, that he decided 

to abandon Nicaragua after having been subpoenaed for the second time by the MP. 

He was summoned in the case against the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation for the 
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alleged crimes of abusive management and ideologic falsehood, both in real concurrence 

with money, property, and asset laundering. 

He stated that on August 6 a group of civilians identifying themselves as police, knocked on 

the door at his house. “They said they were trying to confirm my address because they 

would deliver a subpoena for me to appear that same afternoon -again! - before the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office, only a few hours after having sent a question for a journalistic research 

to the Presidency,” he added. 

The Ortega-Murillo regime proposed, August 23 -and passed the following day-, a reform 

to the General Law of Banks, Non-Bank Financial Institutions and Finance Groups (Ley 

General de Bancos, Instituciones Financieras No Bancarias y Grupos Financieros), which 

among other things broadens sanctions against those entities and their officials, according 

to the initiative released by the National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional, single-chamber 

parliament). 

The Executive will be able to fine the director, representative, manager, main executive, 

official, risk-prevention manager, internal auditor, or any other employee of a banking 

institution “who informs the client that his transaction is being analyzed or considered for a 

possible report of an operation suspicious of money laundering, or who informs them that 

the report will be or has been delivered.” 

Also, those who alter or flaw data or background in balances, books, statements, accounts, 

communications, or any other document, or who hide or prevent the former from being 

known, or destroy those elements to hamper, divert, or evade auditing, supervision, or 

inspection, according to the text. 
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The regime can sanction officials with a fine equivalent to twice to eight times their monthly 

salaries, “regardless of other sanctions established by law,” according to the Project. 

In the case of directors, the fine will be higher, and in the case of very serious or repeated 

offenses, the banks superintendent will be able to order the definitive removal of the 

offender. 

Meanwhile, the dictator again charged against Nicaragua’s Catholic Church and its bishops, 

during an activity commemorating the 41st anniversary of the National Literacy Crusade, 

held the night of Monday, August 23. 

Ortega -who this time caused surprise arriving without Murillo-, devoted part of his 

speech to attack the Nicaraguan bishops, accusing them of “blessing” US intervention in 

Nicaragua, the growth of illiteracy and poverty. 

“Those were practices maintained during the three governments fed and maintained by the 

Yankee empire and blessed by the religious hierarchy and others wearing a habit. That is 

why it is said that clothes don’t make the man. They cheerfully celebrate the growth of 

wealth for the richer, the growth of poverty for the people, and the growth of illiteracy,” 

Ortega said. 

Also, former congresswoman and political analyst Edipcia Dubón criticized that although 

Nicaragua is part of the Central American Free Mobility Agreement (Convenio 

Centroamericano de Libre Mobilidad, CA-4), Nicaraguans and foreigners must ask the Ortega 

regime for permission to leave or enter the country, due to the imposed immigration 

restrictions. 

“Nicaraguan borders are closed to foreigners and now also to Nicaraguans, because 
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Nicaraguans must report where they are headed and upon returning must request 

permission to enter,” Dubón told the online media La Mesa Redonda, on August 24. 

Signed in June 2006 by El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, CA-4’s aim is to 

allow transit within the region, for nationals of the four countries, without need of a passport. 

It also allows for a 90-day maximum stay in any of the four Central American countries. 

Nevertheless, in Nicaragua, the Ortega regime has imposed a monitoring for those leaving 

or entering the country, such as reporting Immigration in advance where one is going, 

departure date, personal data, among other things. 

“What Ortega is doing is to demand that, to enter the country, it is necessary to report, 

seven days earlier, the route, the reason, the place of lodging, all of which causes stress; 

when people go on tourism, they don’t want to feel watched, and the regime has imposed 

this monitoring system”, the analyst added. 

The orteguista bulldozer at the National Assembly passed, on August 26, the revocation of 

the legal status of 15 nonprofit civil society organizations in Nicaragua. The decree was 

passed with 70 votes in favor, 1 against, and 13 abstentions. 

A week before, the regime, through the Security Ministry (MIGOB) requested the legal status 

of another 15 NGOs be revoked, raising to 49 the NGOs thus affected since the social and 

political crisis broke in the country. 

Among them, the Mejía Godoy Foundation, of the Nicaraguan singer-songwriters Carlos and 

Luis Enrique Mejía Godoy. 

The regime stated that the head of MIGOB Register and Control Department, Franya Urey 
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Blandón, submitted a report requesting the 15 NGOs be outlawed because they allegedly 

breached their legal and statute duties. 

Other affected NGOs are the Nicaraguan Research and Popular Education Institute, 

Nicaragua Soybean Association, Christian Medical Action, Matagalpa Women Collective 

Association, Central American Social Integration Institute Association, and Governance and 

Democracy Studies Center Association. 

Also, the Nicaraguan Non-Governmental Organizations Federation, Diakonia Nicaragua 

Foundation, Among Volcanoes Fundación, Nicaraguan Women Doctors Foundation Dr. 

Concepción Palacios, Xochiquetzal Foundation, Social Research and Management Institute 

Association (Inges), Jalapa Women’s Association against Violence Oyanka, and Nicaraguan 

Network for Democracy and Local Development Federation. 

Besides this, ANPDH and other human rights advocacy organizations condemned the 

massacre against indigenous Mayangna and Miskito in the Kiwakumbaih community, 

Musawás territory, where at least 12 people were killed by settlers (colonos, land invaders). 

Environmentalist and Fundación del Río director Amaru Ruiz, reported that settlers had again 

attacked the Bosawás natural reserve, killing 12 indigenous persons. 

“It was a massacre,” Ruiz said. “Neighbors have confirmed nine miskitos and tree 

mayangnas killed.” 

According to a public interview with human rights advocate Lottie Cunningham, of the Center 

for Justice and Human Rights of the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua (Centro por la Justicia y 

Derechos Humanos de la Costa Atlántica de Nicaragua, Cejudhcan) -IP Nicaragua, August 

17, 2021-, in 2011-2021 some 50 indigenous persons were murdered, which reveals  
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serious violations to their human rights to life, integrity, and personal safety, and the right 

to live in their own territories, the organization pointed out. 

Cunningham has also reported that all crimes against community members remain 

unpunished, with material and intellectual authors yet to be identified. 

“We demand the State of Nicaragua protect the human rights of the indigenous communities 

and territories, and an end to impunity,” she stated. 

On August 26, the Prosecutor’s Office reported that it formally charged Téllez and Vigil with 

the alleged crime of “conspiracy to commit undermining of national integrity.” 

“Yesterday, charges were pressed against Ana Margarita Vigil and Dora María Téllez Argüello, 

for allegedly having conspired to commit undermining of national integrity, according to 

articles 410 and 412 of the Penal Code, against Nicaraguan society and the State of 

Nicaragua,” states a Prosecutor’s Office communique. 

Téllez and Vigil were abducted by the orteguista police on June 13 in Managua, and their 

exact whereabouts have been unknown since. Their relatives and attorneys have been 

unable to see them. 

Téllez, a former comrade in arms of Ortega, was part of sandinista commando that took the 

National Palace, on August 22, 1978, holding hostage the legislators loyal to then-dictator 

Anastasio Somoza Debayle, toppled the following year. 

 

On August 27, the Voice of America released a report about threatened Nicaraguan 

journalists exiled in Costa Rica fearing physical aggression as one of their main concerns. 
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Although this Central American country is best-placed in the Americans and fifth worldwide 

on the 2021 Reporters Without Borders (Reporters Sans Frontières, RSF) list, there are many 

reasons for Nicaraguan communicators to be wary as they walk down Costa Rica streets. 

“One feels like a bit inhibited. What’s more, here in Costa Rica, we’ve seen how to change 

the way to walk in different places (…) what’s more, we’ve realized there are brigades 

through the Nicaraguan Embassy who are doing counter-intelligence work against leaders 

and journalists who are at this place,” Nica Noticias CR platform journalist Armando Espinoza 

told the Voice of America. 

This situation was confirmed at a recent meeting held by Nicaraguan journalists exiled in 

San José, Costa Rica, where there was a secretive atmosphere, and attending media were 

asked not to directly film the faces of communicators present in the gathering. 

The regime extends its repression tentacles beyond national borders, which poses a risk to 

Nicaraguans exiled in Costa Rica, and to the social, political, and economic stability of Costa 

Ricans and their government. 

On August 29, and strengthening repression against freedom of the press, the Ortega-Murillo 

regime pressured Radio Corporación of Nicaragua into taking two programs off the air for 

criticizing the dictatorship – “Onda Local”, and “Confidencial.” 

The programs were suspended under the argument that they are directed or paid for by 

persons who have been “singled out and accused” for alleged money laundering cases, the 

radio station reported. 

In short, the regime continued closing all options for a democratic and peaceful way out of 

the political, social, economic, and serious human rights violations it has created, by  
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centralizing all State powers in the hands of the dictatorial couple; massive corruption 

favoring the ruling couple, their political accomplices, and top military brass, who become 

wealthy through legal and illegal activities allowed by the tyrants, in exchange for 

unconditional loyalty to perpetuate themselves in power. 

On September 1, the Prosecutor’s Office formally charged presidential hopeful and 

campesino leader Medardo Mairena Sequeira, student leader Max Isaac Jerez Meza, political 

analyst José Antonio Peraza Collado, and campesino leader Freddy Alberto Navas López, 

with allegedly “plotting to undermine national integrity.” 

The same day, relatives and attorneys of political prisoners Maradiaga and Juan Sebastián 

Chamorro reported psychological torture in the prison where both are currently held since 

June for the alleged crime of high treason. 

In a public allegation, the two prisoners’ relatives and defense, as well as US attorney Jared 

Genser, also in the opposition leaders’ defense, listed, among the alleged torture, lights on 

for 24 hours, solitary confinement, daily questioning, and a secret judicial hearing in prison 

and without their lawyers. Both Maradiaga and Chamorro had announced their intention to 

run in the November 7 presidential election. 

Also, in early September, the MP announced that a judge upheld the detention precautionary 

measure, and ordered trial against siblings Cristiana and Pedro Joaquín Chamorro Barrios, 

and the defunct FBVCH workers Marcos Antonio Fletes Casco, Walter Antonio Gómez Silva, 

and Pedro Vásquez Cortedano. They are charged with money and asset laundering, and 

other alleged crimes. 

The Prosecutor’s Office reported on September 2 that it had formally charged student leader 
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Lesther Lenin Alemán Alfaro and political commentator Jaime José Arellano Arana with the 

alleged crime of conspiracy to undermine national integrity. 

On September 3, it also reported it formally accused Aguirre Sacasa and Díaz Dávila of the 

same crime. 

Aguirre Sacasa, linked with opposition sectors, was captured by the police on July 29, for 

being under investigation for alleged crimes against the State. 

Díaz Dávila was abducted on August 9, and according to a police communique, he “is under 

investigation for actions that undermine sovereignty and self-determination and 

encouraging foreign intervention in internal affairs.” 

In both cases, ANPDH asked IACHR for precautionary measures. 

On September 6, it was reported that a judge upheld the precautionary detention measure, 

and ordered trial against, banker Luis Rivas, ex congresswoman and ex first lady María 

Fernanda Flores, opposition leader Ana Margarita Vigil, and journalists Miguel Mendoza and 

Miguel Mora -the latter, also a presidential hopeful. 

They all underwent, on that day, an initial hearing for the alleged crime of “conspiracy to 

undermine national integrity.” 

On September 7, relatives of opposition leaders abducted since May, most of whom are held 

in El Chipote, reported that the latter are under “extreme conditions” which are “acts of 

torture.” 

“We are deeply concerned that they could suffer irreversible harm both physically and 

psychologically. Despite all that, they all appeared firm and strong in spirit, with full certainty  
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of their innocence and with hopes of justice and a prompt release,” the relatives stated in a 

communique read at a virtual press conference. 

Among the conditions that are “acts of torture”, the relatives listed: 

-physical deterioration of all, meaning: extreme and fast loss of weight (from 12 to 36 

pounds), gastrointestinal illnesses due to poor nutrition, which has led them to a state of 

severe malnutrition, extreme paleness since many have no access to sunlight, and those 

who do, it is only once a week. Some suffer from previous chronic diseases, and could 

develop new health conditions, placing their lives at risk 

-cell lights are on 24/7, and prisoners are subjected to exhaustive questioning with no 

lawyers present, at any time, two and even three times daily. This keeps them constantly 

alert, depriving them of their right to rest 

-they suffer from extreme cold due to the low temperatures in the cells. They are not allowed 

bedclothes, blankets or warm clothing 

-those with chronic diseases are not certain about the medications they get, since they have 

no name or label, and overmedication has been identified. The detention center has 

requested new medications for some who did not need them before their arrest. No medical 

evaluations have been allowed, to know the actual health conditions they are in 

-they remain in cells that do not meet international standards for keeping persons jailed for 

lengthy periods. They are small, with concrete beds and too thin mattresses, in some cases 

with inadequate sanitary facilities, with holes in the ground instead of toilets-they have no 

access to reading material, nor any other activity to link them with the world, allowing them 

to occupy their minds and remain lucid. 
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“Some of our relatives were confined to solitary cells for two months. Days before the visit 

they were moved to other cells and confined with others, where we suppose they are still 

being kept. A cause of alarm and concerns is the isolation some of those persons are still in. 

This situation is similar to that of the 28 political prisoners in maximum security cells, in 

isolation, in the national prison systems,” they reported. 

The relatives demanded the State of Nicaragua, the Judiciary Branch, and the Legal 

Assistance Directorate, the “immediate and unrestricted” release of the 130 political 

prisoners being held hostage since May 2021, “who also suffer many of those violations to 

their human rights.” 

They also demanded frequent, periodic visits, with no harassment to relatives and lawyers 

(including access for small children to communicate with their fathers/mothers), because 

they said that during the first visit they were recorded and photographed “in an exaggerated 

way, mainly during the starting and closing moments of the encounter, the most intimate 

and moving of all, which deserve respect and privacy.” 

Also, that the families be able to provide their relatives with at least one meal a day, in order 

to guarantee food that is healthy, complete, and in line with their particular needs; the 

immediate end of questioning without their lawyers; that they receive blankets, quilts, and 

warm clothing to fight the cold they feel every night. 

Nicaragua’s justice, at the Ortega-Murillo’s service, issued on September 8, an arrest 

warrant against writer and former vice president Sergio Ramírez Mercado, for promoting 

hatred, plotting against sovereignty. He is also charged with having received funds from the 

Violeta Barrios foundation, whose leaders face money laundering charges. From abroad, 

where he is since June, Ramírez reported political persecution similar to that which he suffe- 
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red, under the Anastasio Somoza dictatorship. 

“Dictatorships lack imagination and repeat their lies, their viciousness, their hatred, their 

whims. It’s the same delusions, the same blind stubbornness for power,” he said through a 

video posted on his social media. 

Ramírez compared the situation with what happened in 1977, when Anastasio Somoza 

accused him of similar crimes, “when I was fighting against that dictatorship, just as I now 

fight against this other one.” The writer managed to clandestinely leave Nicaragua, for Costa 

Rica and, later, Madrid. 

On September 9, the Prosecutor’s Office was ordered by the dictatorial Ortega-Murillo couple 

to charge attorney María Oviedo, politician and presidential hopeful Noel Vidaurre, and 

campesino leader Pedro Mena, with “conspiracy.” 

Oviedo, a lawyer with the IACHR, was abducted by the León orteguista Police on July 26. 

Vidaurre, a presidential hopeful with the defunct CxL alliance, was placed “under house 

arrest” on July 24. It is not known whether he is still at his house or was taken to El Chipote. 

On September 10, La Prensa general manager Juan Lorenzo Holmann Chamorro was 

charged with the alleged crime of “money, property and asset laundering.” He was abducted 

by the orteguista police on August 14. 

Attorney and National Blue and White Unity (Unidad Nacional Azul y Blanco, UNAB) member 

Roger Reyes, and UNAB Political Council Member Alex Hernández, were also charged with 

“conspiracy.” 

The Prosecutor’s Office also said it held the starting hearing against Alemán Alfaro, for the 
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alleged crime of “conspiracy to undermine national integrity.” 

“The judicial authority upheld the precautionary detention measure and forwarded the case 

to trial,” it stated. 

Relatives, friends, and human rights organizations have reported that Alemán is in critical 

physical and psychological condition. 

The youngster is extremely thin, it is difficult for him to walk, and he is a psychological 

torture victim, according to the reports. 

Also, Ortega’s regime, through Immigration authorities, prevented journalist Mauricio 

Madrigal, press manager of Acción 10, from leaving Nicaragua for Miami, US, different 

Nicaraguan online media reported September 29. 

Madrigal was about to board a Miami-bound flight at the Managua airport, on a business 

trip. Nevertheless, they took his passport. 

“They kept the Passport. They said I couldn’t leave the country, with no explanation. The 

passport was kept by the guard,” the journalist told the news outlet Despacho 505. 

On September 2, María Josefina Gurdián,77, the mother of opposition leader Ana Margarita 

Vigil who is being in a maximum-security cell in Managua, was also prevented from leaving 

the country. 

Gurdián told VOA she was headed for Costa Rica to receive cancer treatment she has been 

under since 2019, her Passport was taken, and she was detained for more than three and a 

half hours along with one of her daughters. 

The first week of October, the National Assembly, under control of the FSLN, Ortega and 
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Murillo, reported it passed a reform to the Organic Law of the Legislative Power, which 

establishes the suspension of a congressman’s rights if he is being tried for an alleged crime. 

Prior to the reform, a legislator was suspended, after being deprived of immunity, had he 

been sentenced to prison, or pronounced illegible to hold the position for the extension of 

the sentence. 

With the reform, the congressman’s rights will be suspended, after being stripped of 

immunity, when “being tried for an alleged crime.”   

According to ANPDH, this reform, violates a fundamental human right, such as the 

presumption of innocence principle. 

In another development, one person was killed and at least three others are missing after 

an attack of alleged settlers on a Mayangna indigenous village, on April 4, according to 

reports by several organizations defending this indigenous people’s rights. 

Environmentalism activist Amaru Ruiz, said the incident occurred on Kimakwás Hill, in the 

Sauni As indigenous territory, located in the northeastern Bosawás biosphere. 

ANPDH has repeatedly reported, over more than three years, constant settler attacks on the 

indigenous communities, with several villagers killed and wounded, and hundreds of families 

displaced from their land -indigenous reservation-, with police and army forces as 

accessories, as Nicaraguan Miskito refugees have reported at our HQ in San José, Costa 

Rica. 

On October 11, at 11:30 AM the departmental (provincial) president of Civic Alliance for 

Justice and Democracy (Alianza Cívica por la Justicia y la Democracia, ACJD) in Matagalpa,  
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Noel Valdez Rodríguez, better known as “Commander Brack” (“Comandante Brack”), was 

abducted. 

Commander Brack is a former political prisoner who spent 10 months in jail, for his 

participation in opposition protests. 

He was sentenced to 20 years, for the alleged crimes of “terrorism, murder, wounds, and 

exposing persons to danger, to the detriment of Nicaragua,” and later released in June 2019, 

through the controversial Amnesty Law (Ley de Amnistía). 

The NGO Open Ballot Boxes (Urnas Abiertas), through its Political Violence Observatory 

(Observatorio de Violencia Política), recorded that from October 1, 2020, through September 

15, 2021, “there occurred 1513 political violence incidents within the election context,” 

including the arrest of 37 opposition leaders. 

It also stated that 69.4% of the reported acts were committed by the National Police. Almost 

seven of every 10 reports received by the Observatory -analyzed with the Blue and 

White Monitoring (Monitoreo Azul y Blanco)- were against police officers. Most, 

happened in Managua (879), Bluefields (67), Somoto (63), Granada (54), y Masaya (44).  

On October 14, relatives of political prisoners reported the detainees suffer “human rights 

violations, abuse, and torture,” and demanded the government immediately release them. 

In a communique they read during an online press conference, the relatives said that, in 

four months, they could visit the prisoners only twice, the latest occasion in October, and 

that the government allowed two-hour visits “under restrictive and arbitrary conditions.” 

Among the human rights violations, they pointed out that the legal processes are not yet in 
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the Judicial Branch system, the inmates have not been allowed to meet with their defense, 

and “questionings are held in absence of their attorneys.” 

The regime continues to violate the right of worship and expression. This was revealed in 

the public allegation by Vicente Martínez, the priest of the Santa Lucía church in Ciudad 

Darío, department (province) of Matagalpa, stating that the department’s police chief, 

commissioner major Juan Manuel Chávez, and the Ciudad Darío chief, visited him at the 

parish house, after he denounced that in “Nicaragua there’ll be a vote, but not elections,” 

and called on the people not to vote in what he described as an “election farse.” 

After the message in his homily, the police have looked for Martínez, in a clear threat against 

him for his message to the catholic people, which the priest considers as “consequences of 

telling the truth.” The news was published by several independent online news outlets. 

On October 21, the police confirmed, in a communique, the abduction of Michael Healy 

Lacayo and Álvaro Vargas, respectively, COSEP president and vice president, charged with 

“money and asset laundering, against the State of Nicaragua and Nicaraguan society.” 

On its website, the sanctioned police added that both are under investigation “for carrying 

out activities that undermine independence, sovereignty, and self-determination, 

encouraging foreign intervention in internal affairs.” 

Hours later, with no supporting evidence and not allowing them access to defense, both 

private sector leaders were sentenced to 90 days in “judicial detention.” 

November was marked by the expectations created by the culmination of the election 

process, Sunday 7, preceded by a series of repression actions of all kinds which showed the 
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Ortega-Murillo regime only meant to stage a sham to remain in power. 

In this sense, Dr. Leiva Sánchez analyzed, the same day, the historic background of election 

processes in Nicaragua, pointing out that: 

“Regarding freedoms for the election exercise as a fundamental human right, Nicaragua has 

been under the yoke of several tyrannic criminals, Ortega being the latest with more than 

40 years committing all kinds of crimes, including crimes against humanity, posing before 

the world as a ‘revolutionary politician.’ 

Since he rose to power through the force of weapons, in July 1979, Daniel Ortega Saavedra 

has never spontaneously or out of conviction held actually free, transparent, and fair 

elections in Nicaragua.” 

He added that “since then, up to now, Ortega is the same criminal obsessed with hoarding 

ill-gotten riches and perpetuating himself in power to guarantee impunity for himself, wiping 

out anyone daring to oppose his insane aims.” 

“Despite such a horrendous record, some political, economic, and social sectors, in 

Nicaragua and abroad, hoped Ortega would turn the 2021 elections into a civil and peaceful 

alternative out of the dire political, social, and humanitarian crisis he has caused. But he did 

the opposite, shutting the only opportunity for peace in Nicaragua, and at the same time he 

again becomes a major and imminent threat to regional stability,” he pointed out. 

Adding: “ANPDH has always favored a peaceful solution to any conflict. But before such dire 

circumstances -and as an organization protecting, promoting, and defending 

Nicaraguans’ human rights-, it is our duty to publicly state today the major concern we 

have been sharing with diplomats from several countries credited in costa Rica, some  
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concurrent in Nicaragua, about the possible increase in armed actions against the dictatorial 

regime as the only viable option for the Nicaraguan people to rid themselves of the 

oppressing tyranny.” 

According to the statement, any act of rebellion by the Nicaraguan people, as civil spaces 

are closed, would be justified on the basis of the “exercise of the human right to rebel, 

before a hideous regime that has infringed all liberties and thus closed the possibility to an 

unrestricted exercise of all freedoms and civil and political rights, which are inherent in 

human nature in a full rule of Law.” 

On the possibility of a political dialogue -after the election fraud-, as an alternative to 

solve the dire social, economic, and humanitarian crisis caused by the Ortega-Murillo regime, 

Dr. Leiva Sánchez underlined: “It is impossible to hold talks with a criminal regime that has 

committed crimes against humanity since the ‘80s and has continued to do so against the 

2018 protests, as is stated in the report by the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent 

Experts -Giei, by its Spanish acronym-, mandated by the Secretariat General of the 

Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights (IACHR). We hereby condemn and reject any alleged dialogue action called for by the 

Ortega-Murillo regime and validated by accessories with particular interests.” 

He also referred to a fundamental principle ANPDH has been strongly advancing and 

defending for over two years: “I am referring to access to ‘universal justice’ for judging and 

punishing crimes against the Nicaraguan people by the dictatorship and their accessories.” 

ANPDH believes the principle of “nonintervention in other States’ affairs can never prevail 

over the legal principle which protects and defends human life worldwide as a fundamental 

right without which any other right becomes meaningless,” he stressed. 
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ANPDH also values and takes into account the “responsibility to protect populations from 

genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity,” contained in 

Resolution 60/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), the final document of the 

2005 World Summit (numeral 138). 

The Association fully agrees with the doctrine-based interpretation, expressed by 

International Law experts, that the concept contained in “Responsibility to Protect” must 

always be interpreted in favor of peoples’ human rights, not to  internationally justify or 

cover up committing or perpetuating serious human rights violations, and it so stated in its 

November 7 statement. 

IMMEDIATE REACTIONS TO THE ORTEGA-MURILLO ELECTION FRAUD 

On Sunday, November 7, hundreds of Nicaraguan exiles in countries worldwide, mobilized 

against the election farse being implemented by the Ortega-Murillo regime. In Nicaragua, 

despite the terror atmosphere imposed by the regime to intimidate the population, 

Nicaraguans found a way to reject the dictatorship on voting day, leaving the streets empty. 

Independent observation organizations which clandestinely worked in Nicaragua, estimate 

absenteeism over 80% in the day’s wrongfully called elections. 

At the international level, the governments of Costa Rica and the United States of America 

were the first to reject the Ortega-Murillos election farse, on Sunday 7 itself. 

“Lacking democratic conditions and guarantees, we do not recognize the elections in 

Nicaragua. We call on the government to release and reinstate political prisoners’ rights, 

and on the world community to promote a dialogue to recover democracy in Nicaragua,”  

President Alvarado tweeted. Minutes later, Costa Rica’s Foreign Affairs Ministry issued a 
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communique reaffirming the president’s statements. 

Almost simultaneously, United States President Joe Biden issued the following official 

statement: 

What Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario Murillo, 

orchestrated today was a pantomime election that was neither free nor fair, and most 

certainly not democratic.  The arbitrary imprisonment of nearly 40 opposition figures since 

May, including seven potential presidential candidates, and the blocking of political parties 

from participation rigged the outcome well before election day.  They shuttered independent 

media, locked up journalists and members of the private sector, and bullied civil society 

organizations into closing their doors. Long unpopular and now without a democratic 

mandate, the Ortega and Murillo family now rule Nicaragua as autocrats, no different from 

the Somoza family that Ortega and the Sandinistas fought four decades ago. 

The United States stands in support of the inalienable right to democratic self-determination 

of the Nicaraguan people, and those of any other country in the hemisphere where popular 

sovereignty is compromised by the erosion of democratic norms, stifling of civic space, or 

violations of fundamental rights. The Inter-American Democratic Charter obligates the 

hemisphere to stand up for the democratic rights of the Nicaraguan people. We call on the 

Ortega-Murillo regime to take immediate steps to restore democracy in Nicaragua, and 

to immediately and unconditionally release those unjustly imprisoned for speaking out 

against abuses and clamoring for the right of Nicaraguans to vote in free and fair elections. 

Until then, the United States, in close coordination with other members of the international 

community, will use all diplomatic and economic tools at our disposal to support the people 

of Nicaragua and hold accountable the Ortega-Murillo government and those that facilitate 
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its abuses. 

The following day, the European Union’s (UE) High Commissioner, stated: 

Elections held in Nicaragua on 7 November have taken place without democratic guarantees 

and their results lack legitimacy. Daniel Ortega has eliminated all credible electoral 

competition, depriving the Nicaraguan people of their right to freely elect their 

representatives. The integrity of the electoral process was crushed by the systematic 

incarceration, harassment and intimidation of presidential pre-candidates, opposition 

leaders, student and rural leaders, journalists, human rights defenders and business 

representatives. 

Not only has the Nicaraguan Government deprived the people of Nicaragua of the civil and 

political right to vote in a credible, inclusive, fair and transparent election, it has also fallen 

short of its own commitments on human rights and fundamental freedoms under Nicaragua’s 

Constitution, the Inter-American Democratic Charter and international covenants to which 

the country is a party. Moreover, the Nicaraguan people have been deprived of their freedom 

of expression, association and peaceful assembly. Dissenting voices are silenced, scores of 

civil-society organizations have been outlawed, and state repression is unrelenting. 

(…) 

The European Union has carefully avoided any measures that could potentially add to the 

hardship of the Nicaraguan people and has consistently targeted only those responsible for 

the anti-democratic developments in Nicaragua. In that spirit, we will consider all 

instruments at our disposal to take additional measures, including those that may go beyond 

individual restrictions. 
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Finally, we call upon Daniel Ortega to return the sovereignty of Nicaragua to the Nicaraguan 

people, who are its rightful owners. 

Also, the Dominican Republic’s government called the Ortega vote an “election sham” and 

expressed full rejection of it “according to one of Dominican foreign policy’s cornerstones, 

which is to defend and promote democracy and human rights.” 

“The Dominican Government cannot be silent before situations that infringe upon 

democracy’s basic pillars, whose reason for being is precisely to ensure that political 

struggles take place within respect of the rule of Law and the needed guarantees for 

fundamental freedoms to be in force,” it added. 

On November 9, OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro said the organization rejected 

Nicaragua’s “illegitimate” elections’ results through which Ortega proclaimed himself the 

“winner.” 

“We repudiate the results of the illegitimate elections in Nicaragua,” Almagro tweeted. 

The secretary General called on OAS member countries to “respond to this clear violation of 

the Democratic Charter during their OAS Assembly.” 

On November 10, President Biden signed the RENACER Act on Nicaragua, after bipartisan 

Congressional passage a week earlier. 

The White House reported on its web site that Biden signed the “Reinforcing Nicaragua’s 

Adherence to Conditions for Electoral Reform (RENACER) Act of 2021 -or RENACER Act-, 

imposing sanctions on Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega’s government to restrict 

multilateral bank loans and attack the regime’s corruption.” 
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Biden thanked senators Bob Menéndez, Marco Rubio, Tim Kaine, Dick Durbin, Chris Murphy, 

Ben Cardin, and Ted Cruz, and representatives Albio Sires, María Elvira Salazar, Marjorie 

Taylor Greene, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Stephanie Murphy, Mario Díaz-Balart, Darren 

Soto, Juan Vargas, and Ted Deutch “for their leadership.” 

On November 12, Chilean President Sebastián Piñera repeated that his country repudiates 

the Sunday, November 7, election farse, and assured that “Nicaragua is no longer a 

democracy, and human rights are not respected in Nicaragua.” 

Asked about this, he said “last Sunday´s elections didn’t comply with any of the essential 

principles of a democracy: they weren’t free, they weren’t clean, they weren’t transparent, 

they weren’t fair.” 

“They were held with many candidates or possible candidates jailed, expelled, persecuted, 

or banned. Foreign observers weren’t allowed to participate, and, the media’s freedom to 

report was not respected,” he added. 

Piñera underlined that the Nicaraguan elections “weren’t democratic, thus, the Government 

of Chile repudiates and does not recognize those elections.” 

The OAS General Assembly passed on Friday, November 12, with 25 votes in favor, a 

resolution repudiating the Nicaraguan election results. 

Promoted by eight countries, the resolution condemned the elections, stating “they were 

not free, fair or transparent and lack democratic legitimacy.” 

The document also requests the OAS to call for a meeting to make a “collective” evaluation 

of the situation in Nicaragua, before November 30, and to “take the appropriate actions.” 
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On November 15, it was announced that the US Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign 

Assets Control (OFAC) announced sanctions against the Public Ministry of Nicaragua and 

nine orteguista officials, among them the ENATREL head and three mayors, “in response to 

the sham elections orchestrated” by Ortega and Murillo. 

“This action targets those who are repressing Nicaraguans for exercising their human rights 

and fundamental freedoms,” it stated. 

The nine designated officials are: 

José Antonio Castañeda Méndez, INE Directorate Council president 

Leónidas Nicolás Centeno Rivera, Jinotega mayor 

José Adrián Chavarría Montenegro, Finance vice minister 

Mohamed Mohamed Farrara Lashtar, Nicaraguan ambassador to Arab countries 

Rodolfo Francisco López Gutiérrez, ENATREL National Cargo Clearance manager 

Salvador Mansell Castrillo, Energy and Mining minister 

Luis Ángel Montenegro Espinoza, Banks and Financial Institutions superintendent 

Francisco Ramon Valenzuela Blandón, Estelí mayor 

Sadrach Zeledón Rocha, Matagalpa mayor. 

“Between October 2020 and June 2021, the Nicaraguan National Assembly, controlled by 

Ortega and Murillo, approved six laws that facilitated the government’s repression against 

the opposition and eliminated its chances in the November 2021 elections. Several officials  
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designated in today’s action were appointed to their government positions by Ortega and 

are key supporters of the regime and its anti-democratic policies; the officials designated 

today also include multiple persons implicated in violence against peaceful protestors during 

Nicaragua’s 2018 demonstrations”, Treasury reported. 

“As President Biden stated, President Daniel Ortega and Vice President Murillo orchestrated 

a pantomime election that was neither free nor fair, and most certainly not democratic. The 

unjust imprisonment of nearly 40 opposition figures since May, including seven potential 

presidential candidates, and the blocking of political parties from participation rigged the 

outcome well before election day”, it added. 

“‘The Ortega regime is using laws and institutions to detain members of the political 

opposition and deprive Nicaraguans from the right to vote,’ said Office of Foreign Assets 

Control Director Andrea M. Gacki. ‘The United States is sending an unequivocal message to 

President Ortega, Vice President Murillo, and their inner circle that we stand with the 

Nicaraguan people in their calls for reform and a return to democracy,’” it further stated. 

“Today’s action, taken pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13851, ‘Blocking Property of 

Certain Persons Contributing to the Situation in Nicaragua,’ and the Nicaragua Human Rights 

and Anticorruption Act of 2018 (NHRAA), now known as the Nicaragua Investment 

Conditionality Act of 2018 (NICA), is intended to highlight the anti-democratic actions that 

the Ortega regime has undertaken to alter and corrupt the election process in Nicaragua and 

solidify the power of Ortega, Murillo and their inner circle,” Treasury also pointed out. 

Also, on November 15, the United Kingdom reported sanctions on Murillo and seven other 

Nicaraguan officials for human rights violations. 
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The measures, which imply entrance banning, bank accounts freezing, also affect National 

Assembly (Parliament) president Gustavo Porras; Managua Mayor’s Office secretary general 

Fidel Antonio Moreno Briones; Attorney General Ana Julia Guido Ochoa; Supreme Court of 

Justice president Alba Luz Ramos Vanegas; Supreme Election Council magistrate Lumberto 

Ignacio Campbell Hooker; Police Chief Inspector Juan Antonio Valle, León Police Chief Fidel 

de Jesús Domínguez Álvarez. 

“These sanctions impose travel bans and asset freezes on those particularly responsible for 

undermining Nicaragua’s democratic principles and institutions, commissioning serious 

human rights violations, and the repression of civil society,” it pointed out. 

“The Ortega regime is denying the Nicaraguan people their fundamental human rights. The 

recent Presidential election was rigged and opposition politicians and peaceful protestors 

have consistently been imprisoned for political purposes. The UK will always be a fierce 

champion for freedom around the world and these sanctions will ensure those responsible 

for attacks on democracy in Nicaragua face a real cost for their actions,” stated Wendy 

Morton, UK Minister for Europe and The Americas. 

She also highlighted Biden’s statement that Ortega and Murillo “orchestrated a pantomime 

election that was neither free nor fair, and most certainly not democratic. The unjust 

imprisonment of nearly 40 opposition figures since May, including seven potential 

presidential candidates, and the blocking of political parties from participation rigged the 

outcome well before election day.” 

On November 16, in an unprecedented action, Biden banned Ortega, Murillo, and the rest 

of Nicaraguan officials from entering the United States. 
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“In light of the importance to the United States of fostering democratic processes and 

institutions in Nicaragua to help the Nicaraguan people achieve their aspirations for 

democracy, and given the suppression of human rights and democracy in Nicaragua, I have 

determined that it is in the interest of the United States to restrict and suspend the entry 

into the United States, as immigrants and nonimmigrants, of members of the Government 

of Nicaragua, led by President Daniel Ortega, including his spouse and Vice President Rosario 

Murillo, and others described in this proclamation who formulate, implement, or benefit from 

policies or actions that undermine or injure democratic institutions or impede the return to 

democracy in Nicaragua”, Biden announced in a Proclamation. 

Those banned are: 

(a)  Members of the Government of Nicaragua, including elected officials and their staff 

members; 

(b)  Mayors, vice mayors, or political secretaries who planned, ordered, assisted, aided and 

abetted, committed, or otherwise participated in, including through command responsibility, 

serious abuses or violations of human rights to punish peaceful protestors or deny 

Nicaraguans fundamental freedoms, or who attempted or conspired to do so; 

(c)  Officials of Nicaragua’s security services, including the Nicaraguan Military, NNP, 

Directorate of Special Police Operations, parapolice groups, and paramilitary groups; 

(d)  Officials of the Nicaraguan penitentiary administration; 

(e)  Senior members of the Nicaraguan judiciary, Public Prosecutors Office, and Ministry of 

the Interior; 
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(f)  Members of Nicaraguan government ministries, regulatory agencies, parastatal 

companies, higher education administrators and faculty, and elected officials who undertake 

actions, including human rights abuses, to deny services to those who make peaceful efforts 

to demand the return to democracy in Nicaragua; 

(g)  Non-government persons who serve as agents of or act at the behest of those described 

in subsections (a)-(f) of this section to facilitate or derive financial benefit from policies or 

actions, including electoral fraud, human rights abuses, or corruption, that undermine or 

injure democratic institutions or impede the return to democracy in Nicaragua; and 

(h)  The spouses, sons, and daughters of persons described in subsections (a)-(g) of this 

section. 

The text points out that “the Secretary of State shall implement this proclamation as it 

applies to visas pursuant to such procedures as the Secretary of State, in consultation with 

the Secretary of Homeland Security, may establish.  The Secretary of Homeland Security 

shall implement this proclamation as it applies to the entry of noncitizens pursuant to such 

procedures as the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of 

State, may establish.” 

The US President also issued a Notice announcing the extension of “Executive Order 13851 

Blocking Property of Certain Persons Contributing to the Situation in Nicaragua,” signed in 

2018 by then-President Donald Trump. 

“The situation in Nicaragua, including the violent response by the Government of Nicaragua 

to the protests that began on April 18, 2018, and the Ortega regime’s systematic dismantling 

and undermining of democratic institutions and the rule of law, its use of indiscriminate  
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violence and repressive tactics against civilians, as well as its corruption leading to the 

destabilization of Nicaragua’s economy, continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary 

threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States.  For this reason, the 

national emergency declared on November 27, 2018, must continue in effect beyond 

November 27, 2021. Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the National 

Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the national emergency 

declared in Executive Order 13851 with respect to the situation in Nicaragua,” according to 

the Notice. 

The Executive Order freezes assets, and more widely, bans US citizens from carrying out 

transactions with Nicaraguan citizens sanctioned by the United States. 

The US Government has stated that this measure “ratifies the firm commitment of the United 

States to use all economic and diplomatic tools to bring Daniel Ortega’s government to 

account for its acts of corruption and unacceptable human rights violations, and to support 

the Nicaraguan people in their struggle to restore democracy.” 

Another event worth highlighting refers to the dismissal of several public workers who could 

not or would not prove they had voted in the sham November 7 elections. Mentions of those 

fired include several Nicaragua Military Hospital physicians, as well as other workers in 

different Nicaraguan institutions. 

After the elections, it was also reported that several government officials and their relatives 

were prevented from leaving the country, and that the list of those under “de facto 

immigration retention” is lengthy, but cannot be revealed. 

Some of those affected are: 
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-Álvaro Baltodano, Jr, former ambassador to Mexico and representative of investments by 

his father, retired Gen. Álvaro Baltodano Cantarero, presidential delegate for promotion of 

investments 

-Leonel Torres, president of the Nicaraguan Micro, Small and Medium Businesses Council 

(Consejo Nicaragüense de la Micro, Pequeña y Mediana Empresa, CONIMIPYME), and 

Nicaragua Central Bank (Banco Central de Nicaragua, BCN) Directorate member 

-Aldo and Claudio Rappaccioli, respectively coffee and tourism entrepreneurs. 

The regime also implemented the travel ban on Enrique Cuadra, the son of Judiciary Branch 

Magistrate Armengol Cuadra, but, “with his father’s influence, they managed an ‘exception’ 

to travel to the empire, where he currently is,” said a source close to the government who 

is presently in exile. 

On November 18, the regime sent the OAS a letter stating the decision to withdraw 

Nicaragua from the hemispheric organization, accusing it of facilitating US hegemony over 

Latin America and the Caribbean. 

“We’re renouncing and dissociating ourselves from the OAS,” orteguista Foreign Affairs 

minister Denis Moncada told a press conference. 

At Foreign Affairs Ministry HQ in Managua, Moncada announced that, following instructions 

from the dictator, a letter was sent to Almagro stating the position to “condemn interference 

in internal affairs,” and the decision to leave the organization. 

“Nicaragua defends Independence, sovereignty, and the people’s self-determination, 

respecting its internal legal system and world rulings,” he said. 
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“In the face of the OAS’ and the United States’ violation actions, we express we are 

renouncing the Organization, instrumentalized under the interests of the northern country,” 

he added. 

Meanwhile, cardinal Leopoldo Brenes returned November 21 to the Managua Metropolitan 

Cathedral, in his capacity as archbishop, after an absence of almost four months, and said 

priests cannot “remain silent” in a country where the clergy have been critical about the 

regime. 

“Pray for me, pray for our priests, so we may promote this kingdom (Jesus Christ’s), and as 

the apostles said, ‘we can’t remain silent about what we’ve seen and what we’ve heard,’” 

said Brenes, who was absent from the Cathedral since July 31 -a year after the attack 

against the temple which burned down a historic image of the Blood of Christ-, and 

later caught COVID-19, as the Spanish news agency EFE reported. 

Since July 2018, Ortega has accused the episcopate of having led an alleged coup d’Etat he 

has provided no evidence of, and after which catholic temples have suffered profanation in 

different cities in Nicaragua, including the Managua Cathedral in 2020, which the orteguista 

police described as an accident. 

Within that context, ANPDH condemned the abduction of Nicaraguan former catholic priest 

and former diplomat Edgar Parrales, who on November 22 was captured by two individuals, 

apparently paramilitaries, who forced him onto a vehicle as he was leaving his Managua 

home. 

On this, IACHR tweeted: “CIDH/MESENI condemns the arrest of Edgar Parrales, a former 

diplomat and political analyst, on #22Nov after being interviewed by media about the 
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country leaving the OAS.” 

Parrales is one of the few political analysts in Nicaragua who are still interviewed by 

independent media. In the latest interview before being abducted, he harshly criticized the 

dictatorship for having withdrawn from the OAS. Parrales is being held hostage at El Chipote. 

On November 22, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court HR) accused the 

regime of “contempt” for not complying with measures by the body regarding the release of 

more than 20 political prisoners being held since May. 

“In the Court’s judgement, Nicaragua’s position, according to which there is no will to comply 

with what the Court ordered, is an act of evident contempt regarding this Court’s decisions, 

contrary to the international principle imposing on the State the duty to comply in good faith 

with its conventional bonds,” the continental tribunal stated in a resolution. 

The court has already established, in three resolutions, the need for the regime to release 

political prisoners, and now has stated it will submit the contempt to the OAS General 

Assembly. 

“In the case of manifest noncompliance by one of the States with a decision ordering 

provisional measures, it is this Court’s duty to submit the noncompliance to the OAS General 

Assembly, according to article 65 of the Convention, as it is the latter’s duty to ensure due 

compliance with the decisions through institutional measures that are effective, timely, and 

expeditious in order to ensure the useful effect of the American Convention,” it stated. 

“The Court will submit to the General assembly of the Organization of American States the 

contempt Nicaragua has committed,” it added. 
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Almagro urged the international community to continue to pressure Ortega, so Nicaragua 

resumes the path of democracy. 

He so stated during an OAS Permanent Council special session on Nicaragua, held November 

29, 10 days after Nicaragua announced its decision to leave the organization. 

“The international community must strengthen its pressure mechanisms, whether bilateral 

or multilateral, dealing with financial institutions, and dealing with political multilateralism. 

We must continue to work for Nicaragua to resume the path of democracy,” he said. 

On Ortega’s decision to withdraw Nicaragua from the OAS, Almagro called to “renew efforts” 

to defend democracy and Nicaraguans’ rights. 

He also stated that the OAS must continue “to fulfill a strong and robust role,” when 

demanding “free and transparent” elections, and the release of political prisoners, as well 

as promoting any possible dialogue between the opposition and the Ortega regime. 

During the November 29 meeting, the regime’s OAS representative, Michael Campbell, said 

the decision to withdraw is “irrevocable.” 

On December 6, the IACHR warned that Nicaragua has become a “de facto police State,”, 

and has suppressed “all freedoms.” 

“The concentration of power by the executive has made it easy for Nicaragua to become a 

de facto police State, where the government has set up a regime to suppress all freedoms 

through control and surveillance over the citizens,” said IACHR’s Nicaragua Specialized 

Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (Mecanismo Especializado de Seguimiento a Nicaragua, 

Meseni) coordinator Fiorella Melzi, a Peruvian attorney specialized in human rights. 
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It also implements “repression through State and parastatal security bodies, endorsed by 

the other State branches,” she added. 

Melzi spoke during a debate on “Nicaragua: a portrait of institutional capture in the 

Americas” in Biden’s online Summit for Democracy, held December 09-10. 

On November 22, with most of the citizens sentenced to “country arrest,” the dictatorship 

announced “visa-free” stay for Cuban citizens, as a “humanitarian” measure to benefit 

Cubans with relatives in Nicaragua. 

The Nicaraguan MIGOB resolution’s main aim is to promote commercial, tourism, and family 

trips. 

“Due to the number of requests by Cuban brothers and sisters with relatives in Nicaragua, 

and in order to promote commercial exchange, tourism, and humanitarian family links, as 

of Monday, November w22 of the year 2021, free visas are established for all Cuban citizens 

who wish to entre Nicaragua,” stated the ministry. 

With this decision, Cubans will no longer have to spend the equivalent of 17.85 dollars to 

obtain a Nicaraguan visa, valid for 30 days, and a 90-day extension, neither will they have 

to explain the reason for the trip. 

Political analysts in Nicaragua believe Ortega is using Cubans as a geopolitical weapon to 

cause problems at the US border. 

In 2015, Nicaragua closed its southern border for Cuban migrants trying to enter neighboring 

Costa Rica, enroute for the United States. 

Then-first lady Murillo said the massive presence of Cuban nationals was a violation of 
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Nicaraguan territory. 

Dr. Leiva Sánchez believes Ortega’s measure to open up Nicaraguan borders for Cuban 

nationals is “a pressure mechanism toward the US immigration policy, and instead of being 

a retaining wall, it will, become a northward free-transit bridge.” 

On December 8, at a special virtual meeting, with 25 votes in favor, one against (Nicaragua), 

and eight abstentions, the OAS Permanent council adopted a resolution on Nicaragua 

regarding the “outcome of the Permanent Council’s deliberations on November 29,” calling 

on the regime to release all political prisoners and “accept a high-level good offices mission 

authorized by the Permanent Council of the OAS.” 

The draft resolution was promoted by Antigua and Barbuda, Canadá, Chile, Colombia, Costa 

Rica, Ecuador, Guyana, and the United States. 

The resolution points out that “Nicaragua is not in compliance with its commitments under 

the Inter-American Democratic Charter.” 

The OAS mission would have “a mandate to secure agreement on a process that will lead to 

the following: 

a) the implementation of comprehensive electoral reforms, as requested in previous OAS 

resolutions and in keeping with Nicaragua’s obligations under international law; 

b) the repeal of all legislation that restricts political participation and limits human rights in 

a manner contrary to Nicaragua’s international human rights obligations; and 

c) a dialogue of all political parties and other actors in Nicaragua with the objective of 

holding early Presidential and Parliamentary elections that are free, fair, and transparent, 

with credible international observation.” 

mailto:se_anpdh@yahoo.com
https://www.anpdhoficial.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dirección: Iglesia San Pedro Apóstol, 100 metros Sur, 200 metros Este, Avenida 8, Calle 63, Barrio Roosevelt, San Pedro, Montes de Oca, San José, República de Costa Rica. 
Código Postal: 11501. Contacto: Teléfono móvil: (506) 6023-5080,   E-Mail: se_anpdh@yahoo.com,  Web Site: https://www.anpdhoficial.org/ 

Ref. (ANPDH)/(ASONIDEFEHU)/(CHRIO)-105/12-31-21 

San José, Republic of Costa Rica, December 31, 2021 

 (48/56) 

The resolution includes a “call on the Government of Nicaragua to allow the immediate return 

of international human rights bodies, such as the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.” 

And a request “to mandate the Secretary-General to urgently seek a meeting with the 

Government of Nicaragua in order to convey this decision and to secure the Government of 

Nicaragua’s commitment to accepting a high-level good offices mission to undertake the 

steps set out in this Resolution at 2. a), b) and c) as the first effort to return to compliance 

with the Inter-American Democratic Charter within the shortest timeframe possible.” 

 

As well as a “request that the Secretary-General report on these diplomatic efforts to the 

Permanent Council no later than December 17, 2021. 

 

Panama pointed out that the adoption of the resolution does not mean implementation of 

article 21 of the Democratic Charter -expelling Nicaragua- but it seeks to use all diplomatic 

means regarding the Ortega regime. 

 

On December 10, the dictatorship announced it was breaking relations with the Republic of 

China (Taiwan), and recognizing the People’s Republic of China, in a move that show the 

dictatorship’s typical disloyalty, since it profited economically for years from the Taiwanese 

government, using part of the funding to strengthen its repression forces. 

 

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs tweeted kit regretted the decision, and that the Ortega 

government ignores cooperation which benefits the people. 
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“It's with great regret we end diplomatic ties with Nicaragua. Long-standing friendship & 

successful cooperation benefiting the people of both countries were disregarded by the 

Ortega government. Taiwan remains unbowed & will continue as a force for good in the 

world,” it wrote. 

 

On the US side, Press Secretary Jen Psaki briefly said that “The decision deprives Nicaragua’s 

people of a reliable and democratic partner in Taiwan.” 

 

“Taiwan is a like-minded democratic partner, a steadfast partner and friend to countries 

throughout the region.  We encourage all countries that care about democratic institutions, 

transparency, the rule of law, and promoting economic prosperity for their citizens to expand 

engagement with Taiwan,” she added. 

 

And Department of State spokesperson Ned Price stated, in a Press Release, that “the 

Ortega-Murillo regime has announced it has severed diplomatic relations and ended official 

contact with Taiwan, but the sham election on November 7 did not provide it with any 

mandate to remove Nicaragua from the family of American democracies.” 

 

“Without the mandate that comes with a free and fair election, Ortega’s actions cannot 

reflect the will of the Nicaraguan people, who continue to struggle for democracy and the 

ability to exercise their human rights and fundamental freedoms.  We do know, however, 

that this deprives Nicaragua’s people of a steadfast partner in its democratic and economic 

growth,” he added, coinciding with Psaki’s analysis. 

 

“Taiwan’s relationships with diplomatic partners in the Western Hemisphere provide 

mailto:se_anpdh@yahoo.com
https://www.anpdhoficial.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dirección: Iglesia San Pedro Apóstol, 100 metros Sur, 200 metros Este, Avenida 8, Calle 63, Barrio Roosevelt, San Pedro, Montes de Oca, San José, República de Costa Rica. 
Código Postal: 11501. Contacto: Teléfono móvil: (506) 6023-5080,   E-Mail: se_anpdh@yahoo.com,  Web Site: https://www.anpdhoficial.org/ 

Ref. (ANPDH)/(ASONIDEFEHU)/(CHRIO)-105/12-31-21 

San José, Republic of Costa Rica, December 31, 2021 

 (50/56) 

significant economic and security benefits to the citizens of those countries. We encourage 

all countries that value democratic institutions, transparency, the rule of law, and promoting 

economic prosperity for their citizens to expand engagement with Taiwan,” he said. 

In an article ran December 10 by the US regional analysis media Global Americas, Evan Ellis, 

a research professor on Latin America with thew US Army War College Strategic Studies 

Institute, warned about the measure’s consequences for the United States. 

“Nicaragua’s diplomatic flip from Taiwan to the People’s Republic of China (PRC), announced 

on December 9, was almost inevitable, but it will accelerate a worrisome trend in parts of 

the Western Hemisphere closest to the U.S. to a China-funded form of authoritarian 

populism,” he began to point out. 

“That growing threat, in a part of the hemisphere once considered politically allied or at least 

compliant with the U.S., will also include secondary risks from an expanded presence by 

other U.S. rivals such as Russia and Iran, expanded drug and other organized crime flows 

through the region, and decreased security cooperation. That combination will have grave 

strategic consequences for the United States,” he added. 

“The U.S. has received many wake-up calls on the mounting strategic challenges in its own 

near abroad, with which its security and prosperity are intimately connected through ties of 

commerce, geography, and family. Every time, it has hit the snooze button,” Ellis further 

wrote. 

“The timing of the announcement of Nicaragua’s diplomatic flip to the PRC, coinciding with 

the Biden administration’s Summit for Democracy, was likely no accident. It is a harsh 

reminder that Central American governments and others have very real options to ally  
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themselves with extra-hemispheric actors threatening the United States, if the U.S. treats 

them with contempt or disinterest. The days in which the U.S. had the luxury of strong-

arming compliant Central American partners, whether over corruption, democracy, or 

immigration, are over. Washington no longer has the luxury to not act strategically,” he 

warned. 

Taiwan’s reaction was immediate, having, on the same day, decided to end all its cooperation 

projects and aid programs in Nicaragua, as well as removing all its embassy personnel, 

according to the Nicaraguan online media La Mesa Redonda. 

Regarding internal politics, the news outlet reported on the OAS Permanent Council’s 

statement on the release of all political prisoners. 

Regarding human Rights violations, it reported on December 13 that Attorney Gonzalo 

Carrión reported that the police are using El Chipote viejo (the old El Chipote) for 

questionings, and El Chipote nuevo (the new El Chipote) for torturing. 

It also reported the regime decided to withdraw the legal status of the Universidad 

Hispanoamericana (Hispanic American University, Uhispam), Conimipyme, and Fundación 

Internacional para el Desafío Económico Global (International Foundation for Global 

Economic Challenge, Fideg), and that a christian NGO requested the release of Edgard 

Parrales and pastor Wilber Alberto Pérez, as well as that of the other political prisoners. 

On December 14, taking part in the 20th Alba Summit, in Havana, Ortega said he has no 

intention to free political prisoners, while several MEPs requested the European Union (EU) 

sanction Ortega, without delay. 

Early on December 26, the bodies of three men gunned down were found in the Víctor Duarte 
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neighborhood of the Santa Rita community, in the Mulukukú municipality on Nicaragua’s 

northern Caribbean coast. 

The victims were identified as Javier Peralta González, 19; Bismarck Pérez, 45, and Marlon 

López Castro, 40. 

Organizations of political prisoners’ relatives identified López Castro as having been held in 

the “Modelo” prison, in Tipitapa, after the 2018 protests in cities throughout Nicaragua. 

As it is usual, the police tried to show the homicides as a result of a clash between common 

criminals, but residents of the North Caribbean Coast Autonomous Region (Región Autónoma 

de la Costa Caribe Norte (RACCN), where the executions took place, state it is the modus 

operandi of the regime´s paramilitary. 

The relatives’ organisations provided several independent media, a group photograph of 

political prisoners taken three years ago at the Modelo prison, showing López Castro. 

There is also a video shot then, showing the Ortega-Murillo genocidal police framing López 

Castro for the alleged murder of the policemen during the 2018 protests. 

What is clearly established is that the Ortega-Murillo regime continues using its army, police, 

and paramilitary to selectively murder all citizens it identifies as active opponents to the 

dictatorship, covering up crimes as if related to common crime. 

SOURCES 
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Centro de Monitoreo regional-(CHRIO)-América Latina. 

Diario La Prensa de Nicaragua – http://laprensa.com.ni 

Medio 100% Noticias de Nicaragua – https://100noticias.com.ni/ 

Medio Crhoy de Costa Rica – http://crhoy.com 

Medio El Mundo CR – Costa Rica – http://elmundo.cr 

Medio diario La Nación – Costa Rica – http://nacion.com  

Comunicados y transmisiones de organizaciones nicaragüenses: 

Ciudadanos por la Libertad – Coalición Nacional - Unidad Nacional Azul y Blanco – Policía 

Nacional de Nicaragua. 

https://www.confidencial.com.ni/nacion/estudio-regimen-oculta-hasta-9000-muertes-por-

covid-19-en-nicaragua/ 

https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:115676-asamblea-nacional-aprueba-

reformas-y-adiciones-a-la-ley-331-ley-electoral 

https://www.oas.org/es/CIDH/jsForm/?File=/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2021/122.asp 

https://www.latimes.com/espanol/internacional/articulo/2021-09-11/suplidora-de-

oxigeno-anuncia-cierre-en-repunte-de-la-pandemia-en-nicaragua 

https://www.lamesaredonda.net/fiscalia-orteguista-acusa-de-conspiracion-a-medardo-

mairena-max-jerez-jose-antonio-peraza-y-freddy-navas/ 
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