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EXECUTIVE REPORT ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CRISIS AND 

CONSEQUENCES THROUGH 

 09-30-2021 

 
The Public Prosecutor’s Office at the service of the Ortega-Murillo regime formally 

charged, on September 01, 2021, presidential hopeful and campesino leader Medardo 

Mairena Sequeira, student leader Max Isaac Jerez Meza, political analyst José Antonio 

Peraza Collado, and campesino leader Freddy Alberto Navas López, with the alleged 

crime of “plotting to undermine national integrity.” 

 

The Prosecutor’s Office also said preliminary hearings against the accused were held the 

same day, and that the judicial authority -whose name it did not state- admitted the 

charges and ordered the precautionary measure of pre-trial detention for the four 

accused. 

Mairena Sequeira is a campesino leader who announced on April 7 he would run for 

Nicaragua’s Presidency with the opposition Coalición Nacional (National Coalition), which 

lost its platform after the Election Power cancelled its legal status as that bloc’s sole 

legalized party. 

Mairena was in prison for the antigovernment demonstrations which broke out on April 

18, 2018, and a judge sentenced him to a 216-year prison term for allegedly killing four 

policemen, and was later amnestied. 

Navas López, just like Mairena, is a leader of the National Council for the Defense of the 

Land, Lake and Sovereignty, opposing the construction of an interoceanic canal through  
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Nicaragua, and was also arrested as a suspect of “acts of terrorism” within the 

framework of the antigovernment demonstrations. 

Max Jerez is a student leader who was a member of the Civil Alliance for Justice and 

Democracy, which was a Government counterpart at a negotiations table seeking a 

solution to the social and political crisis ongoing since April 2018. 

Peraza is a political analyst specializing in political and election processes, a member of 

the Political Council of the opposition movement Unidad Nacional Azul y Blanco (National 

Blue and White Unity, UNAB) and co-author of the books “Ortega’s regime. A new family 

dictatorship in the continent?” and “Nicaragua, the blue and white change.” 

With these four new cases the figure rises to 31 political leaders and independent 

professionals charged by the Prosecutor’s Office over the past nine days of the crimes 

of plotting to undermine national integrity, or money laundering. 

Among the accused are Cristiana María Chamorro Barrios, Arturo José Cruz Sequeira, 

Félix Alejandro Maradiaga Blandón, Juan Sebastián Chamorro García y Miguel Mora 

Barberena, who, before being arrested in June, had announced their intention to run for 

the Presidency in the vote president Daniel Ortega is seeking a new re-election. 

 

REPORTS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE AND LENGTHY 

INTERROGATIONS AGAINST POLITICAL PRISONERS 
 

Relatives and defense of Nicaraguan jailed opposition leaders Félix Maradiaga y Juan 

Sebastián Chamorro reported Wednesday 09.01.2021 that both had been subjected to  
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“psychological torture” in prison, where they have been imprisoned since June for 

alleged high treason. 

In a public hearing, relatives of Maradiaga and Chamorro, as well as US attorney Jared 

Genser, the opposition leaders’ defense, listed, among the alleged torture, lights on for 

24 hours, solitary confinement, daily questioning, and secret judicial hearing in prison 

and without their lawyers. 

Both leaders were charged by the Public Ministry, along with other six persons, with the 

alleged crime of conspiracy to undermine national integrity. 

Before their arrest, in June, Maradiaga y Chamorro had announced their intentions to 

run for Nicaragua’s Presidency in the November 7 general elections. 

 

CRISTIANA AND PEDRO JOAQUÍN CHAMORRO BARRIOS GO ON 

TRIAL FOR CRIMINAL OFFENCES 

 

The Public Ministry announced that a judge upheld the pre-trial detention precautionary 

measure, and ordered trial against siblings Cristiana and Pedro Joaquín Chamorro 

Barrios, and former defunct Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation (FBVCH) workers 

Marcos Antonio Fletes Casco, Walter Antonio Gómez Silva, and Pedro Vásquez 

Cortedano, in the case of the alleged crime of “money, property, assets laundering and 

other crimes” against that NGO. 

The hearing against the Chamorro Barrios siblings took place at the Judicial Assistance 

Directorate (DAJ), known as “El Chipote”, according to reports in the Nicaraguan capital. 
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The dictatorial regime’s police held back relatives of the unfairly tried, at 3 km of the 

new Chipote entrance, only letting through an attorney, whose cellphone and ID they 

kept, online media reported. 

Since she was arrested in June, Cristina Chamorro Barrios has denied all charges against 

her. 

But this did not avoid her being disabled to hold public office, a request by the 

Prosecutor’s Office, which argued the opposition leader was not “entitled to fully enjoy 

her civil and political rights since she is undergoing a criminal process.” 

 

LESTHER ALEMÁN AND JAIME ARELLANO CHARGED WITH THE 

CRIME OF “CONSPIRACY” 

 

The regime’s Prosecutor’s Office reported on September 02 that it had formally charged 

student leader Lesther Lenin Alemán Alfaro and political commentator Jaime José 

Arellano Arana withy the alleged crime of “conspiracy to undermine national integrity.” 

“Yesterday, charges were pressed against Jaime Arellano Arana and Lesther Alemán 

Alfaro for having supposedly committed the crime of conspiracy to undermine national 

integrity, according to articles 410 y 412 of the Penal Code, to the detriment of 

Nicaraguan society and the State of Nicaragua,” the Prosecutor’s Offices stated in a 

press release. 

It added preliminary hearings were held, where a judge “allowed the charges and orde- 
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red, the pre-trial detention precautionary measure against the accused.” 

Arellano was placed under house arrest, on July 24, while Alemán was kidnapped and 

taken to the “El Chipote” jail. 

 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL DECLINE, UNEMPLOYMENT, POLITICAL 

PERSECUTION, AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CRISIS, THE 

MAIN CAUSES PUSHING NICARAGUANS TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY 

 

According to the latest poll by Nicaragua Decide (Nicaragua Decides) on Nicaraguan 

migration, the main factors for leaving the country are: social and political decline, 

unemployment, and political persecution by Daniel Ortega’s regime. 

Nicaragua Decide held the survey on migration on August 27, 28, and 29. A total of 178 

families took part, with 65.6% men, 32.5% women, and 2% other. 15.6% of 

participants were over 40 years old. 

“Among the key findings are factors because of which they migrated or plan to, among 

them: 50.7% -the majority- say it stems from a concern or in prevention of a greater 

social and political decline in the country. 48.1% due to unemployment, 33.8% because 

of political persecution, and 3.3% for academic studies,” it pointed out. 

Regarding the relationship of the participant with the migrant, 38.1% is a friend or 

acquaintance, 25.2% says the migrant is a relative (uncle/aunt, cousin, nephew/niece), 

19.4% says they are the migrant, and 17.4% says it was someone in their primary fa- 
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 mily nucleus, it showed. 

 

According to participants, 37% of migrants hold a university degree, 32.5% have high 

school studies, 18.2% are professionals, 7.1% have technical studies, 4.6% have 

elementary studies, and 0.7% have no studies at all. 

Nicaragua Decide also asked about Nicaraguans’ main destinations or where they plan 

to migrate. 

Some 65.6% said the United States of America, 16.9% to Costa Rica, 6.5% to Panama, 

5.8% to Spain, some 5.2% to other countries. 

Of those migrants, 20.1%does not have a relative or a friend in the receiving country, 

73.4% does, and some 6.5% doe3s not know whether someone will receive them. 

Among recent migrants, 85.1% plan to regularize themselves in the receiving country, 

3.9% does not plan to, and some 11.0% do not know if the will. The immigration 

statuses aimed at are: political asylum (61.1%), parole -humanitarian residence- 

(4.6%), permanent residency (4.6%), temporary residency (5.3%), and other statuses 

(24.4%). 

Nicaragua Decide highlighted a downtrend of participants in their polls, which it relates 

to the closing of communication and information spaces, and the abduction of opposition 

figures. 

 

REGIME CHARGES EX FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER FRANCISCO 
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AGUIRRE SACASA AND EX AMBASSADOR MAURICIO DÍAZ DAVILA 

WITH THE CRIME OF “CONSPIRACY” 

 

The Ortega Prosecutor’s Office reported Friday, September 03, it formally charged ex 

Foreign Affairs Minister Francisco Aguirre Sacasa and ex Ambassador Mauricio Díaz 

Dávila, both abducted by the Orteguista Police, with “conspiracy to undermine national 

integrity.” 

“Yesterday charges were pressed against Mauricio José Díaz Dávila and Francisco Xavier 

Aguirre Sacasa, for supposedly committing the crime of conspiracy to undermine 

national integrity, according to Penal Code articles 410 and 412, against the Nicaraguan 

society and the State of Nicaragua,” stated the Prosecutor’s Office in a press release. 

Aguirre Sacasa, linked to sectors opposed to Daniel Ortega’s regime, was kidnapped by 

the Police on July 29, arguing that he is under investigation for alleged crimes against 

the State. 

Díaz, a member of the party Ciudadanos por la Libertad (Citizens for Liberty, CxL), was 

abducted on August 9. “Mauricio José Díaz, who is being investigated for acts that 

undermine sovereignty and self-determination and for encouraging foreign intervention 

in internal affairs,” the Police stated in a communique. 

In both cases, ANPDH has requested precautionary measures from the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), a request which has so far gone unsolved. 
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BANKER LUIS RIVAS ANDURAY, EX FIRST LADY MARÍA FERNANDA 

FLORES, ANA MARGARITA VIGIL, AND JOURNALISTS MIGUEL 

MENDOZA AND MIGUEL MORA FACE TRIAL 

 

The Orteguista Prosecutor’s Office reported on Monday, September 06, that a judge 

upheld the pre-trial detention precautionary measure, and sent to trial, banker Luis 

Rivas, ex congresswoman and ex first lady María Fernanda Flores, opposition leader Ana 

Margarita Vigil, and journalists Miguel Mendoza and Miguel Mora -the latter, also a 

presidential hopeful. 

All of them underwent, on that day, a starting hearing under the alleged crime of 

“conspiracy to undermine national integrity.” 

In Rivas Anduray’s case, it also charged him with the crimes of “illegal possession and 

carrying of a firearm; manufacturing, trafficking, possession and use of restricted 

weapons, explosive substances or devices.” 

“The judicial authority upheld the pre-trial detention precautionary measure for all the 

accused and forwarded the causes to trial,” it added. Mora had announced his intention 

to run for the presidency in next November’s elections. That journalist was jailed from 

December 2018 through June 2019 charged with “promoting and encouraging hatred 

and violence” and “prompting, proposing and conspiring to commit terrorist acts” within 

the framework of a popular revolt labeled by the Ortega-Murillo regime as a coup 

attempt. 
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The judicial authority upheld the pre-trial prison precautionary measure against the 

accused and forwarded the cause to trial. 

Within the framework of the election process, Nicaraguan authorities have arrested and 

sent to trial 35 opposition leaders and independent professionals, including presidential 

hopefuls for the November vote. 

 

RELATIVES OF POLITICAL HOSTAGES REPORT ACTS OF PHYSICAL 

AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE IN “EL CHIPOTE” 

 

Relatives of opposition leaders abducted since May, who are mostly held in the Judicial 

Assistance Directorate known as “El Chipote” reported on Tuesday, September 07, that 

the latter are under “extreme conditions” which are “acts of torture.” 

“We are deeply concerned that they could suffer irreversible harm both physically and 

psychologically. Despite all that, they all appeared firm and strong in spirit, with full 

certainty of their innocence and with hopes of justice and a prompt release,” the 

relatives stated in a communique read at a virtual press conference. 

Among the conditions that are “acts of torture”, the relatives listed: 

Physical deterioration of all, meaning: extreme and fast loss of weight (from 12 to 36 

pounds), gastrointestinal illnesses due to poor nutrition, which has  led them to a state 

of severe malnutrition, extreme paleness since many have no access to sunlight, and 

those who do, it is only once a week. Some suffer from previous chronic diseases, and 

could develop new health conditions, placing their lives at risk. 
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They suffer from extreme cold due to the low temperatures in the cells. They are not 

allowed bedclothes, blankets or warm clothing. 

Cell lights are on 24/7, and prisoners are subjected to exhaustive questioning with no 

lawyers present, at any time, two and even three times daily. This keeps them 

constantly alert, depriving them of their right to rest. 

Disorderly medication management. Those with chronic diseases are not certain about 

the medications they get, since they have no name or label, and overmedication has 

been identified. The detention center has requested new medications for some who did 

not need them before their arrest. No medical evacuations have been allowed to know 

the actual health conditions they are in. 

They remain in cells that do not meet international standards for keeping persons jailed 

for lengthy periods. They are small, with concrete beds and too thin mattresses, in some 

cases with inadequate sanitary facilities, with holes in the ground instead of toilets. 

They have no access to reading material, nor any other activity to link them with the 

world, allowing them to occupy their minds and remain lucid. 

Some of our relatives were confined to solitary cells for two months. Days before the 

visit they were moved to other cells and confined with others, where we suppose they 

are still being kept. A cause of alarm and concerns is the isolation some of those persons 

are still in. This situation is similar to that of the 28 political prisoners in maximum 

security cells, in isolation, in the national prison systems. 

The relatives demanded the State of Nicaragua, the Judiciary Branch, and the Judicial 

Assistance Directorate, the “immediate and unrestricted” release of the 130 political  
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prisoners being held hostage since May 2021, “who also suffer many of those violations 

to their human rights.” 

They also demanded frequent, periodic visits, with no harassment to relatives and 

lawyers (including access for small children to communicate with their fathers/mothers), 

because they said that during the first visit they were recorded and photographed “in 

an exaggerated way, mainly during the starting and closing moments of the encounter, 

the most intimate and moving of all, which deserve respect and privacy.” 

Also, that the families be able to provide their relatives with at least one meal a day, in 

order to guarantee food that is healthy, complete, and in line with their particular needs; 

the immediate end of questioning without their lawyers; that they receive blankets, 

quilts, and warm clothing to fight the cold they feel every night. 

 

ORTEGA-MURILLO REGIME ISSUES “ARREST WARRANT” AGAINST 

WRITER SERGIO RAMÍREZ MERCADO 

 

Nicaragua’s justice, at the Ortega-Murillo’s service, issued on Wednesday, September 

08, an arrest warrant against Ramírez for promoting hatred, plotting against 

sovereignty. He is also charged with having received funds from the Violeta Barrios 

foundation, whose leaders face money laundering charges. From abroad, where he is 

since June, Ramírez reported political persecution similar to that which he suffered 

under the Anastasio Somoza dictatorship. 

“Dictatorships lack imagination and repeat their lives, their viciousness, their hatred, 
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Their whims. They are the same delusions, the same blind stubbornness for power,” he 

said through a video posted on his social media. 

Ramírez compared the situation with what happened in 1977, when Anastasio Somoza 

accused him of similar crimes, “when I was fighting against that dictatorship, just as I 

now fight against this other one.” 

 

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE CHARGES ATTORNEY MARÍA OVIEDO, 

POLITICIAN NOEL VIDAURRE, AND CAMPESINO LEADER PEDRO 

MENA WITH THE CRIME OF “CONSPIRACY” 

 

On Thursday, September 09, the Prosecutor’s Office was ordered by the dictatorial 

Ortega-Murillo couple to charge attorney María Oviedo, politician and presidential 

hopeful Noel Vidaure, and campesino leader Pedro Mena, with “conspiracy.” 

Oviedo, a lawyer with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), was 

abducted by the León Orteguista Police on July 26. 

Vidaure, a presidential hopeful with the defunct alliance Ciudadanos por la Libertad 

(Citizens for Liberty, CxL) was placed “under house arrest” on July 24. It is not known 

whether he is still at his house or was taken to El Chipote. 

Mena, a Member of the Campesino Movement, was abducted by the Orteguista Police 

on July 05. 
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VIOLENCE CONSUMES NICARAGUA SO FAR IN 2021 

 

Sociologist Elvira Cuadra, a security researcher in Nicaragua, presented on Friday, 

September 10, in an online press conference, the report “2021: A sustained spiral of 

violence” on the evolution of lethal violence in the country from January through June 

2021. 

The report, drawn up by a team, and presented through the Monitoreo Azul y Blanco 

(Blue and White Monitoring) platform shows that in January-June 2021, 153 murder 

cases were identified in Nicaragua, totaling 163 victims. 

“Lethal violence shows a sustained and increasing trend through time. That’s the main 

finding. That violence is boosted to a great extent by the repression policy and the de 

facto state of emergency the government has imposed since 2018 on Nicaragua,” 

Cuadra stated. 

“There’s a favorable environment for this violence which is particularly characterized in 

the year 2021, an election year. Election years in Nicaragua are usually years when 

political violence increases,” she added. 

According to the report, of the 163 victims, 136 were men (83%), 26 were women 

(16%), and 1 was of sexually diverse orientation. “Comparing the data with the same 

period two years prior, a significant increase is observed, representing some 25% for 

the years 2020-2021.” 
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PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE CHARGES JUAN LORENZO HOLMANN 

CHAMORRO, GENERAL MANAGER OF THE NEWSPAPER LA PRENSA, 

WITH ALLEGED “MONEY LAUNDERING” 

 

The Ortega-Murillo regime’s Prosecutor’s Office charged newspaper La Prensa general 

manager Juan Lorenzo Holmann Chamorro with the alleged crime of “money, property 

and asset laundering.” 

He was abducted by the Orteguista Police on August 14. 

They also charged attorney and Unidad Nacional Azul y Blanco (National Blue and White 

Unity, UNAB) member Roger Reyes, and UNAB Political Council Member Alex Hernández, 

with the crime of “conspiracy.” 

The Prosecutor’s Office also said it held the starting hearing against student leader 

Lesther Alemán Alfaro, for the alleged crime of “conspiracy to undermine national 

integrity.” 

“The judicial authority upheld the pre-trial detention precautionary measure and 

forwarded the case to trial,” it stated. 

Relatives, friends, and human rights organizations have reported that Alemán is in a 

critical physical and psychological condition. 

The youngster is extremely thin, it is difficult for him to walk, and he is a psychological 

torture victim, according to reports. 
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ORTEGA-MURILLO REGIME PREVENTS JOURNALIST FROM 

LEAVING NICARAGUA 

Daniel Ortega’s regime, through Immigration authorities prevented journalist Mauricio 

Madrigal, press manager of Acción 10, from leaving Nicaragua for Miami, US, different 

Nicaraguan online media reported Wednesday, September 29. 

Madrigal was about to board a Miami-bound flight at the Managua airport, on a business 

trip. Nevertheless, they took his passport. 

“They kept the Passport. They said I couldn’t leave the country, with no explanation. 

The passport was kept by the guard,” the journalist told the news outlet Despacho 505. 

“It’s an arbitrary measure, because I don’t have any ongoing legal process. It worries 

me because they act in an arbitrary way, and with no explanation they prevent you from 

leaving when you comply with all the requirements by law,” the journalist added. 

On September 2, María Josefina Gurdián,77, the mother of opposition leader Ana 

Margarita Vigil who is being in a maximum-security cell in Managua, was also prevented 

from leaving the country. 

Gurdián told VOA she was headed for Costa Rica to receive cancer treatment she has 

been under since 2019, her Passport was taken, and she was detained for more than 

three and a half hours along with one of her daughters. 

“They told me it was ordered from above, and they kept our passports. They told us to 

pick them up at Immigration. We went, and they told us there was nothing there, that 

we should return when they’d tell us,” she stressed. 
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“This is an illegal measure, because other than any judicial proceedings, they’re de facto 

preventing us from that right to move freely, it’s a human right the regime is yet again 

blocking, and it becomes a violation of persons’ rights,” she stated. 
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Issued in the Province of San José, of the Republic of Costa Rica at six in the evening of 

September thirty of two thousand twenty-one. 

 

Álvaro Leiva Sánchez 

Human Rights Attorney 

Secretary 

Asociación Nicaragüense Pro-Derechos Humanos 

(ANPDH)-Nicaragua 

President 

Asociación Nicaragüense Para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos 

(ASONIDEFEHU)-Costa Rica 

Member 
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Foro Permanente de Población Migrante y Refugiada de Costa Rica 

Sub-Comisión de Acceso a la Justicia para Población Migrante y Refugiada del Poder 

Judicial de Costa Rica 

Mission Director 

Central America and the United States of America 

Canadian Human Rights International Organization (CHRIO) 

Email: se_ anpdh@yahoo.com / alvaroleivasanchez9@yahoo.com / 

anpdh@protonmail.com 

Mobile Telephone / WhatsApp: + (506) 60235080 

Twitter: @leiva_sanchez / Telegram: @alvaroleiva9 

Skype: alvaroleivasanchez9@yahoo.com 

Signal: + (506) 60235080 
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