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EXECUTIVE REPORT ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CRISIS AND 

CONSEQUENCES THROUGH 

 08-31-2021 

 

The month of July 2021 in Nicaragua was characterized by a systematic increase in repression 

actions by the Ortega-Murillo regime to neutralize the leadership of political opposition 

movements which, in the dictatorial couple’s view, pose a real threat to their intention to 

remain in power through the November 07 presidential election. 

Thus, in keeping with the previous month’s political persecution and harassment line, July 

was characterized by arbitrary and illegal arrests, persecution against opponents and media, 

and the Ortega-Murillo authoritarianism sinking Nicaragua deeper into an institutional crisis. 

Deepening the repression launched in June, on July 05 presidential hopeful and campesino 

leader Medardo Mairena Sequeira was kidnapped, as well as student leaders Lesther Alemán 

and Max Jerez. 

Meanwhile, the streets of the capital Managua and other cities were filled with police vehicles 

during a party parade headed by patrol cars, to welcome the month of the 42 anniversary of 

the “sandinista revolution” or “victorious July” thus named by Rosario Murillo), which meant 

the start of the FSLN party’s political campaign, using all state resources within their reach, 

flagrantly violating the Political Constitution, the Election Law, and other regulations. 

Meanwhile, in exile, the Nicaraguan Association for Human Rights (ANPDH), through its 

representative Dr. Álvaro Leiva Sánchez, requested precautionary measures before the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) for the following persons abducted by the 

Ortega-Murillo regime since June 02: Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, Arturo Cruz Sequeira, José  
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Pallais, Daysi Tamara Dávila, Dora María Téllez, Ana Margarita Vigil, Suyen Barahona, Víctor 

Hugo Tinoco, Hugo Torres Jiménez, Walter Gómez, Marcos Fletes, Miguel Mora Barberena, 

Miguel Mendoza, María Fernanda Flores, Félix Maradiaga, Pedro Joaquín Chamorro Barrios, 

Juan Sebastián Chamorro García y Violeta Granera. 

On July 05 the dictatorship’s political operator Gustavo Porras, sanctioned by the United 

States and incumbent National Assembly president (Legislative Power unconditionally serving 

the Ortega-Murillos), threatened to more rigorously impose Law 1042, Special Cybercrime 

Law, against journalists and media. 

Porras, sanctioned by the United States for having violated human rights, states that the 

Cybercrime Law or “Muzzle Law”, as it is popularly known, contains three articles -28, 29, 

and 30- which include sentences “the sandinistas will defended themselves with.” 

Meanwhile, former Costa Rican president Laura Chinchilla Miranda told different media that it 

is time the Central American Bank and government representatives also get the message that 

they cannot continue “to open the taps to Nicaragua so Daniel, simply, continues doing what 

he feels like with those resources,” and urges more pressure at the OAS and CABEI. Chinchilla 

stated that “the time is now, the sooner the better, and no later than the November 7 

elections, which will be held with no guarantee of transparency or political competition.” 

Chinchilla underlined there is a fast deterioration of democracy worldwide with the arrival of 

“these autocrats, new-style dictators” and the international community does not know how 

to articulate its actions to prevent those processes. 

“The International Monetary Fund, IDB, the World Bank, the Central American Bank for 

Economic Integration, somehow follow that channel seeing themselves as a petty cash box 

and thus thinking they should remove, from their statutes and their mission, all concern for  
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variables such as human rights, such as the rule of Law, and, obviously, democracy,” 

Chinchilla concluded. 

Catholic Church: Nicaragua lives “a dark Night filled with terror, distress, and 

uncertainty” 

During the early days of July, the Justice and Peace Commission of the Managua Archdiocese 

publicly released its position highlighting its deep concern over the latest Ortega-Murillo 

regime events countrywide. 

According to the Catholic Church, Nicaragua is living “a dark night filled with terror, distress, 

and uncertainty,” referring to the abductions during the night by the sanctioned sandinista 

police against presidential hopefuls, opposition leaders, journalists, and student leaders. 

“Today, Nicaragua is not only afraid, terrorized, distressed, and uncertain, many Nicaraguans 

believe we have entered a tunnel, there is a night of darkness, so much fear in the night. The 

night has become a synonym of fear and terror,” it states in parts of the communique, adding 

that the Church is also concerned about the new exile flow which is happening due to 

persecution, harassment, and illegal incarcerations. 

European Parliament requests sanctions. 

On July 08, a resolution was passed to quickly broaden sanctions against Daniel Ortega, 

Rosario Murillo, and their “inner circle”. 

Passed with 629 votes in favor, this resolution condemns all repression actions by the regime 

against opposition parties and their members, journalists and other media workers, students, 

indigenous communities, human rights defenders, and civil society. 
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MEP José Miguel Bauzá welcomed passage of this resolution and said the European Parliament 

strongly condemns crimes by Ortega and Murillo and demands they be immediately 

sanctioned. 

“This Victory belongs to you, the thousands of courageous Nicaraguans who daily face up to 

the regime. There is no doubt: They’re leaving!” Bauzá stated. 

Among other things, on July 11 it was known that former political prisoner Nahiroby Olivas 

surrendered to Immigration officials in the United States, at the Dallas, Texas, airport after 

several months in exile in Colombia. 

Olivas studied at the Nicaragua National Autonomous University (UNAN-León), but was 

captured participating in the April 2018 uprising and jailed for almost 10 months, charged 

with terrorism, a crime the Ortega-Murillo regime invented to punish dissidents. 

On July 12, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced his country revoked visas held 

by 100 Ortega-Murillo regime officials, mostly congressmen, judges, prosecutors, and 

relatives. 

“We have imposed visa restrictions on 100 members of the National Assembly of Nicaragua, 

prosecutors, judges, and their relatives who promoted the Ortega-Murillo regime’s assault on 

democracy. We will continue using the economic and di0lomatic tools to support Nicaraguan 

democracy,” Blinken underlined. 

“The Department of State has imposed visa restrictions on 100 members of Nicaragua’s 

National Assembly and of the Nicaraguan judicial system, including prosecutors and judges, 

as well as some of their relatives. The Department has revoked all US visas these persons 

held,” the State Department stated in a press release. 
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The document explains that “in the context of Nicaragua, the Department’s visa restriction 

policy applies to Nicaraguans believed to be responsible or accessory to repression against 

peaceful protests or human rights abuse, and members of those persons’ immediate family.” 

These elements, directly or indirectly, would be involved in the Ortega-Murillo regime’s 

attacks on democracy and human rights, ongoing since April 2018. 

“These visa revocations show the United States will promote accountability not only by regime 

leaders but also by officials who allow the regime’s attacks on democracy and human rights. 

The United States will continue using the diplomatic and economic at our disposal to promote 

the release of political prisoners and to support Nicaraguans’ calls for more freedom, 

responsibility and free and fair elections,” the note ends. 

But the Ortega-Murillo regime did not let up in its hunt for opposition political leaders and 

independent opinion leaders. On July 24, the abduction of conservative presidential hopeful 

and lawyer Dr. Noel Vidaurre Argüello, and political commentator Jaime José Arellano Arana 

was publicly known. ANPDH condemned the abduction of both citizens, and demanded their 

release. 

On July 26, the president of a civil society organization (Movement for Nicaragua) and political 

scientist José Antonio Peraza Collado was abducted. Three days later, on the 29th, the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office again subpoenaed former presidential candidate and Radio Corporación 

proprietor Fabio Gadea Mantilla, as a means of harassment and intimidation, and placed 

former Foreign Affairs Minister Francisco Aguirre Sacasa under preventive detention. Both 

citizens are elderly persons with chronic diseases. 

Human rights advocates have not avoided the Ortega-Murillo regime’s ruthless repression. 
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abducted along with her daughter. 

Friday, August 06 was described by several politicians and Journalists as a “fateful Friday” for 

freedom and democracy in Nicaragua, turned into a major prison by the Ortega-Murillo 

regime. That day, the regime prevented the departure of former ambassador Mauricio Díaz 

Dávila, who is a leader of the liberal political party Citizens for Freedom (CxL), and of 

Permanent Human Rights Commission (CPDH) Dr. Marcos Carmona. Hours later, news broke 

of the regime´s arbitrary decision to revoke CxL’s legal status and its president Kitty 

Monterrey’s Nicaraguan citizenship -she was born in the United States of America, to 

Nicaraguan parents, and with full constitutional right to their citizenship. 

On August 09, after having been deprived of his passport, Mauricio Díaz Dávila was 

summoned by the Public Prosecutor’s Office. After questioning, he left along with his son. 

However, at the exit he was stopped by armed plainclothes men (paramilitaries at the service 

of the regime). Díaz Dávila was publicly brutalized, forced into a private vehicle, and taken 

to an unknown destination. Two day later it was unofficially learned that he had been jailed 

at the police Legal Assistance Directorate, known as “El Chipote”, with an infamous record of 

torture and death. 

On August 13 the Ortega-Murillo regime dealt yet another blow to private property and 

freedom of expression, when police troops violently broke into the facilities of the opposition 

newspaper La Prensa, where they remained for several hours, in an illegal search for 

documents linked to the alleged crimes of money laundering and customs fraud, which have 

served as a pretext for indiscriminate repression which has neutralized the leadership of 

opposition parties that planned to take part in the November 07, 2021, elections. 
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On August 16, Daniel Ortega’s regime, through the Security Ministry (MIGOB) revoked the 

registry of at least six United States and European organizations present in Nicaragua, under 

the argument that “they have not complied with their obligations according to the Laws 

regarding non-profit organizations in Nicaraguan territory.” 

Victim organizations are: National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), from 

the United States; International Republican Institute (IRI), from the United States; Fundación 

OXFAM Intermón, from Spain; OXFAM IBIS, from Denmark; DIAKONIA, from Sweden, and 

Helping Hands The Warren William Pagel, M.D. Foundation, from the United States. 

Through a MIGOB resolution published in the official Nicaraguan diary The Gazette, the 

orteguista regime charged the six NGO’s with not reporting their financial statements 

according to the fiscal periods, and the boards of directors in the countries of origin with not 

complying with the legal requirements established for receiving donations and reporting the 

prior arrangements to MIGOB. 

On August 19, the Ortega-Murillo regime, through the orteguista police and the Judicial 

Power, ordered Nicaragua’s banks to lift banking secrecy and freeze the accounts of 

opposition attorney and presidential hopeful María Asunción Moreno. 

Orteguista judge Henry Morales ordered all the country’s banks to provide information on 

Moreno to know bank statements since their opening, certified copies of deposit, transaction, 

and withdrawal receipts, bank loans or other activities, and “other data of interest” since 

2015. 

The Nicaraguan catholic church, again undergoing a time of threats and offenses against its 

Religious Leaders, answered, on August 20, dictator Daniel Ortega’s attacks, calling them 

“false prophets” and even warning them that they could go to prison. 
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Cardinal Leopoldo Brenes, the catholic Church’s highest leader, said that “they have always 

criticized” the priests’ role, because of their stands, but emphasized that “they are not there 

to please authorities’ feelings, nor their leaders’ wishes.” 

On August 14, Ortega accused religious leaders of applauding the 2018 protests, and called 

them “sons of the devil.” 

The attacks by Ortega and his wife Rosario Murillo occurred four days after the Justice and 

peace Commission of the Managua Archdiocese issued a pastoral message deploring the lack 

of conditions for truly democratic elections in Nicaragua. 

“The Nicaraguan people, who have the right to choose among different political options, are 

prevented from expressing their sympathies by voting in November’s elections to elect the 

country’s highest authorities, because the opposition candidates have been forcefully 

excluded from the contest by jailing them and stripping them of their rights as citizens,” the 

Church said. 

It added that “the election process, which should be a civil celebration, is lived with fear and 

uncertainty, because there are no conditions for democratic elections.” 

Nicaraguan journalist Octavio Enríquez, winner of the International Journalism Prize King of 

Spain in 2014, reported Friday that he left Nicaragua to protect his integrity. 

Enríquez, also awarded with the Ortega y Gasset Prize of 2011, explained in a written 

statement published by the online newspaper Confidencial, where he works, that he decided 

to abandon Nicaragua after having been subpoenaed for the second time by the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office. 
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He was subpoenaed in the case against the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation for the 

alleged crimes of abusive management and ideologic falsehood, both in real concurrence with 

money, property, and asset laundering. 

He said that on August 6 a group of civilians identifying themselves as police, knocked on the 

door at his house. “They said they were trying to confirm my address because they would 

deliver a subpoena for me to appear that same afternoon -again!- before the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office, but a few hours after having sent a question for a journalistic research to 

the Presidency,” he added. 

Enríquez appeared on June 3 before the Prosecutor’s Office in the case of the investigation 

against opposition presidential hopeful Cristiana Chamorro -daughter of firmer President 

Violeta Barrios de Chamorro (1990-1997)-, under house arrest since June 2, and could 

not register her candidacy, and two other workers of the NGO. 

The Ortega-Murillo regime proposed, August 23 and passed the following day, a reform of 

the General Law of Banks, non-bank financial Institutions, and finance groups, which among 

other things broadens sanctions against those entities and their officials, according to the 

initiative disseminated on Monday by the National Assembly. 

The Executive will be able to fine the director, representative, manager, main executive, 

official risk-prevention manager, internal auditor, or any other employee of a banking 

institution “who informs the client that his transaction is being analyzed or considered for a 

possible report of an operation suspicious of money laundering, or who informs them that the 

report will be or has been delivered.” 

Also, those who alter or flaw data or background in balances, books, statements, accounts, 

communications, or any other document, or who hide or prevent the former from being  
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known, or destroy those elements to hamper, divert, or evade auditing, supervision, or 

inspection, according to the text. 

The regime can sanction officials with a fine equivalent to twice to eight times their monthly 

salaries, “regardless of other sanctions established by law,” according to the Project. 

In the case of directors, the fine will be higher, and in the case of very serious or repeated 

offenses, the superintendent for banks will be able to order the definitive removal of the 

offender. 

Dictator Daniel Ortega again charged against Nicaragua’s Catholic Church and its bishops, 

during an activity commemorating the 41st anniversary of the National Literacy Crusade, held 

the night of Monday, August 23. 

Ortega, who this time caused surprise arriving without his wife Rosario Murillo, devoted part 

f his speech to attack the Nicaraguan bishops whom he accused of “blessing” US intervention 

in Nicaragua, the growth of illiteracy and poverty, 

“Those were practices maintained during the three governments fed and maintained by the 

Yankee empire and blessed by the religious hierarchy and others wearing a habit. That is why 

it is said that clothes don’t make the man. They cheerfully celebrate the growth of wealth for 

the richer, the growth of poverty for the people, and the growth of illiteracy,” Ortega said. 

Former congresswoman and political analyst Edipcia Dubón criticized that although Nicaragua 

is part of the Central American Free Mobility Agreement (CA-4), Nicaraguans and foreigners 

must ask the Daniel Ortega regime for permission to leave or entre the country, due to the 

imposed immigration restrictions. 
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“Nicaraguan borders are closed to foreigners and now also to Nicaraguans, because 

Nicaraguans must report where they are headed and upon returning must request permission 

to enter,” Dubón told the online media La Mesa Redonda, on August 24. 

Signed in June 2006 by El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua, CA-4’s aim is to 

allow transit within the region, for nationals of the four countries, without using passport. 

It also allows for a 90-day maximum stay in any of the four Central American countries. 

Nevertheless, in Nicaragua, the Ortega regime has imposed a monitoring for those leaving or 

entering the country, such as reporting Immigration in advance where one is going, departure 

date, personal data, among other things. 

“What Ortega is doing is to demand that, to enter the country, it is necessary to report, seven 

days earlier, the route, the reason, the place of lodging, all of which causes stress; when 

people go on tourism, they don’t want to feel watched, and the regime has imposed this 

monitoring system”, the analyst added. 

The orteguista bulldozer at the National Assembly passed, on Thursday, August 26, the 

revocation of the legal status of 15 nonprofit civil society organizations in Nicaragua. With 70 

votes in favor, 1 against, and 13 abstentions, the decree was passed. 

A week before, the Daniel Ortega regime, through the Security Ministry (MIGOB) requested  

the legal status of another 15 NGOs be revoked, raising to 49 the NGOs thus affected since 

the social and political crisis broke in the country. 

Among them, the Mejía Godoy Foundation, of the Nicaraguan Singer-songwriters Carlos and 

Luis Enrique Mejía Godoy. 
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The regime stated that the director of the department of the MIGOB register and control, 

Franya Urey Blandón, submitted a report requesting the 15 NGOs be outlawed because they 

allegedly breached their legal and statute obligations. 

Other NGOs affected are the Nicaraguan Research and Popular Education Institute, Nicaragua 

Soybean Association, Christian Medical Action, Matagalpa Women Collective Association, 

Central American Social Integration Institute Association, and Governance and Democracy 

Studies Center Association. 

Also, the Nicaraguan Non-Governmental Organizations Federation, Diakonia Nicaragua 

Foundation, Among Volcanoes Fundación, Nicaraguan Women Doctors Foundation Dr. 

Concepción Palacios, Xochiquetzal Foundation, Social Research and Management Institute 

Association (Inges), Jalapa Women’s Association against Violence Oyanka, and Nicaraguan 

Network for Democracy and Local Development Federation. 

Also, ANPDH and other human rights advocacy organizations condemned the massacre 

against indigenous mayangnas and miskitus in the Kiwakumbaih 

Other NGOs affected are the Nicaraguan Research and Popular Education Institute, Nicaragua 

Soybean Association, Christian Medical Action, Matagalpa Women Collective Association, 

Central American Social Integration Institute Association, and Governance and Democracy 

Studies Center Association. 

Also, the Nicaraguan Non-Governmental Organizations Federation, Diakonia Nicaragua 

Foundation, Among Volcanoes Fundación, Nicaraguan Women Doctors Foundation Dr. 

Concepción Palacios, Xochiquetzal Foundation, Social Research and Management Institute 

Association (Inges), Jalapa Women’s Association against Violence Oyanka, and Nicaraguan 

Network for Democracy and Local Development Federation. 
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Also, ANPDH and other human rights advocacy organizations condemned the massacre 

against indigenous mayangnas and miskitus in the Kiwakumbaih community, in the Musawas 

territory, in the Bosawas biosphere reserve in Nicaragua, with at least 12 people killed by 

settlers. 

Environmentalist and Fundación del Río director Amaru Ruiz, reported that settlers had again 

attacked the Bosawas natural reserve, killing 12 indigenous persons. 

“It was a massacre,” Ruiz said. “Neighbors have confirmed nine miskitos and tree mayangnas 

killed.” 

According to a public interview with human rights advocate Lottie Cunningham, of the Center 

for Justice and Human Rights of the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua,  

Nicaragua, (IP Nicaragua August 17, 2021), in 2011 and 2021 some 50 indigenous persons 

were murdered, which reveals serious violations to their human rights to life, integrity, and 

personal safety, and the right to live in their own territories, the organization pointed out. 

Cunningham has also reported that all crimes against community members remain 

unpunished, with material and intellectual authors yet to be identified. 

“We demand the State of Nicaragua protect the human rights of the indigenous communities 

and territories, and an end to impunity,” it stated. 

Also, on August 26, the Prosecutor’s Office at the service of the Ortega-Murillo regime 

reported that it formally charged former sandinista guerrilla Dora María Téllez and opposition 

leader Ana Margarita Vigil with the alleged crime of “conspiracy to commit undermining of 

national integrity.” 
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“Yesterday charges were pressed against Ana Margarita Vigil and Dora María Téllez Argüello, 

for allegedly having conspired to commit undermining of national integrity, according to 

articles 410 and 412 of the Penal Code, against Nicaraguan society and the State of 

Nicaragua,” states a Prosecutor’s Office communique. 

Téllez and Vigil were abducted by the Orteguista Police on June 13 in Managua, and their 

exact whereabouts have been unknown since. Their relatives and attorneys have been unable 

to see them. 

Téllez, a former comrade in arms of Daniel Ortega, was part of the August 22, 1978, 

sandinista commando that took over the National Palace, holding hostage the legislators loyal 

to then-dictator Anastasio Somoza Debayle, toppled almost 42 years ago. 

On Friday, August 27, the Voice of America released a report about threatened Nicaraguan 

journalists exiled in Costa Rica fearing physical aggression as one of their main concerns. 

Although this Central American country is the best-placed in the Americans and the fifth 

worldwide on the 2021 Reporters Without Borders (RSF) list, there are many reasons for 

Nicaraguan communicators to be wary as the walk down Costa Rian streets. 

“One feels a bit like inhibited. What’s more, here in Costa Rica, we’ve seen how to change 

the way to walk in different places (…) what’s more, we’ve realized there are brigades through 

the Nicaraguan Embassy who are doing counter-intelligence work against leaders and 

journalists who are at this place,” Nica Noticias CR platform journalist Armando Espinoza told 

the Voice of America. 

This situation was confirmed at a recent meeting held by Nicaraguan journalists exiled in San 

José, Costa Rica, where there was secretive atmosphere and attending media were asked not 
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to directly film the faces of communicators, present in the gathering. 

The Ortega-Murillo extends its repression tentacles beyond national borders, which opposes 

a risk to Nicaraguans exiled in Costa Rica y for the social, political, and economic stability of 

Costa Ricans and their government. 

On Sunday, August 29, and strengthening repression against freedom of the press, the 

Ortega-Murillo regime pressured Radio Corporación of Nicaragua into taking two programs 

off the air for criticizing the dictatorship -“Onda Local”, and “Confidencial.” 

The programs were suspended under the argument that they are directed or paid for by 

persons who are “singled out and accused” for alleged money laundering cases, the radio 

station reported. 

“The station speaks its people’s language and has made the difficult decision to suspend all 

its broadcasts and programs directed or paid for by persons singled out or charged with 

‘money laundering’ by the Public Prosecutor’s Office,” Radio Corporación reported on its web 

page. 

The program “Confidencial” was a radio version of the online media directed by Carlos 

Fernando Chamorro Barrios, involved, by the regime, in the case of money laundering 

allegedly executed by the defunct Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation. 

“Evidently, this is a consequence of the censorship and the threats the Daniel Ortega and 

Rosario Murillo regime continues to impose on the media,” Onda Local said in a communique. 

It added that “Onda Local is a responsible media, reporting facts and deeply believing in 

freedom of opinion, of expression, and information, we accept neither censorship nor self-

censorship.” 
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In the case of Confidencial, it had suffered two searches since 2018, and recently Chamorro 

was accused of alleged money, property, and asset laundering, misappropriation and 

improper retention, and abusive management. 

Both Carlos Fernando Chamorro and Onda Local director Julio Orozco are exiles. 

The last day of August, The Prosecutor’s Office at the service of the Ortega-Murillo regime 

announced it formally charged former liberal congresswoman and first lady María Fernanda 

Flores, and journalists Miguel Mora and Miguel Mendoza, with the alleged crime of “conspiracy 

to commit undermining of national integrity.” 

“Yesterday (August 30), charges were filed against María Fernanda Flores Lanzas, Miguel 

Mendoza Urbina and Miguel Mora Barberena for having allegedly committed the por crime of 

conspiracy to commit undermining of national integrity, according to articles 410 and 412 of 

the Penal Code, against the Nicaraguan society and the State of Nicaragua,” the Prosecutor’s 

Office said in a communique. 

The Prosecutor’s Office also announced that as of today (31 August) visits began to be allowed 

by relatives of abducted opponents, “all in compliance and in accordance with the Political 

Constitution of Nicaragua, the Penal and Criminal Procedure Code.” 

The announcement was made on August 31, as visits were allowed to relatives of presidential 

hopefuls Félix Maradiaga, Juan Sebastián Chamorro, and Arturo Cruz, for at least 10 minutes, 

the first visits received by the hopefuls since they were abducted by the regime, more than 

three months ago. 

Summing up, the Ortega-Murillo regime continued to close all options for a democratic and 

peaceful way out of the political, social, economic, and serious violations of human rights  
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crisis the regime itself has created though centralizing all State powers in the hands of the 

dictatorial couple, widespread corruption favoring de dictators’ family, their relatives, political 

accomplices and high military commanders, who enrich themselves through illicit activities 

allowed by the tyrants in return for unconditional loyalty to perpetuate themselves in power. 

Issued in the Province of San José, of the Republic of Costa Rica, at eight in the morning of 

September fifteen, two thousand twenty-one. 
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