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EXECUTIVE REPORT ON THE CRISIS AND ITS HUMAN 

RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CONSEQUENCES 

(06-30-2021) 

  

BACKGROUND 
 

In the wake of the social civic uprising of April 2018 in Nicaragua, the resurgence of 

the dictatorial and repressive essence of the regime headed by Daniel Ortega Saavedra 

and Rosario Murillo Zambrana became evident. 

 

In 2018 and 2019, the Sandinista regime’s repressive brutality left a toll of hundreds 

of dead, thousands injured, tens of political prisoners and more than 100,000 exiles 

in different countries, mostly in neighboring Costa Rica. 

 

The regime’s repressive escalation also centered its attack on several civil society and 

human rights organizations, whose legal status it cancelled and many of whose leaders 

it harassed. Several of them were also forced to seek asylum in neighboring countries. 

 

Independent media and the catholic church also suffered the government’s repressive 

onslaught, and were the victims of illegal searches and confiscations, vandalism in 

several temples, desecration, as well as slander campaigns and the illegal arrest of 

several journalists. More than 70 independent journalists are believed to have been 

forced into exile to save their lives and physical integrity.  
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During the same period, the Ortega-Murillo regime also expelled several international 

human rights organizations or prevented them from entering the country. One of them 

was the Special Follow-up Mechanism for Nicaragua (MESENI) of the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). 

 

As victims of the brutal repression, and in order to save their lives and physical 

integrity, several leaders and volunteers of the Nicaraguan Association for Human 

Rights (ANPDH) -whose legal representative is Dr. Álvaro Leiva Sánchez- also 

went into exile, in Costa Rica and the United States. This placed out of the regime’s 

reach the human rights organization’s data base, containing thousands of names and 

other personal data of human rights violations victims and their families. 

 

YEAR 2020 

 

The Ortega-Murillo regime used 2020 (a pre-election year) to pass a series of laws 

whose enforcement rules out free and transparent elections in November 2021, the 

latter conditions having been asked of the Nicaraguan regime through the resolution 

adopted on October 21, 2020, during the fourth plenary session of the Organization 

of American States (OAS) Permanent Council, which set May 2021 as the deadline for 

Daniel Ortega’s government to implement the necessary election reforms to guarantee 

free, fair, and transparent elections on November 7 of this year. 

 

Some of the new laws Nicaragua’s regime has recently passed, are related to 

regulations enforcement and against asset laundering. Some have technical  

 

mailto:se_anpdh@yahoo.com
https://www.anpdhoficial.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dirección: Iglesia San Pedro Apóstol, 100 metros Sur, 200 metros Este, Avenida 8, Calle 63, Barrio Roosevelt, San Pedro, Montes de Oca, San José, República de Costa Rica. 
Código Postal: 11501. Contacto: Teléfono móvil: (506) 6023-5080,   E-Mail: se_anpdh@yahoo.com,  Web Site: https://www.anpdhoficial.org/ 

Ref. (ANPDH)/(ASONIDEFEHU)/(CHRIO)-035/07-05-21 

San José, Republic of Costa Rica, July 05, 2021 (3/41) 

 

justification based on international standards by the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF), others not quite so, and still others not at all. 

 

The Nicaraguan dictatorship takes any opportunity to bend technicalities in order to 

reach its grim goals. For example, the most tightly linked to standards is the 

Commercial Associations Final Beneficiary Law. There is, however, reasonable 

suspicion that this law is being used to step up controls over the opposition. 

 

The worst is the Foreign Agents Law, supposedly aimed at preventing terrorism 

funding, but behind it is the iron clad control against NGO’s, in its best Russian and 

Cuban style. 

 

Also, the Customer Law aims at cornering financial entities forcing them to open and/or 

keep links and accounts with officials sanctioned by the USA’s OFAC. Besides, the 

Cybercrime Law, although picking up necessary components, is aimed at controlling 

independent media, especially social media and their content. 

 

In the following chart, I offer a summary of the new repression laws ordered and 

passed by the Ortega-Murillo regime’s totalitarian political machine, ruling out the true 

opposition’s participation in the November 2021 election process: 

Laws passed Date passed Consequences 
1. Foreing agents 

 Regulation Law. 

 

Law Num. 1040, passed 

October 15, 2020. 
 

Eliminates funding for opposition 

organizations. 

2. Special Cybercrime Law Num. 1042, passed Eliminates  
Freedom of the Press and of 
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6. Adendum to Law Num.  

842: Reform to 

 customers’ 

and 

 users’ rights protection Law. 

 

Law Num. 842. Addendum. 

Passed February 03, 2021. 

Protects Ortega-Murillo regime officials 

sanctioned by the US and Europe, 
allowing their relatives to have bank 

accounts and other financial services. 

 

7. Reform 

 and Addendum 

 to Law Num. 331 

 “Election Law” 
 

 

Law Num. 331 Passed 

 May, 04 2021  

Closes even more 

 the Political-election 

 space in Nicaragua,  

completely 
 straying from OAS Permanent 

 Council  

recommendations (October 2020) 
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     Law. October 27, 2020 Expression. 

3. Hate crimes Law. Law Num. 1042, 

Addendum to Art. 37 

of the Political Constitution,  

Passed January 10, 2021 

 

 

Sentences to Life Imprisonment 

anyone speaking out against the 

regime. 

4. Law of defense of the  

people’s rights,  

independence, 

sovereignty and  

self-determination for  

peace. 

 

Law Num. 1055, passed 

December 21, 2020. 

Jails and bans from 
 participating in 

 elections anyone 

 speaking 

 out in favor of Human Rights, 
 blockades, and sanctions. 

 

5. Reforms and an 

 Adendum to Law Num. 

 406. 

 

Law Num. 406. Reform  

passed February 02, 2021. 

 

Extends from 48 hours to 90 days 

 the deadline for a person to be held  

without charges, ending the principle 

 of presumption of innocence. 
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Regarding the election reform law, on May 28, United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights spokesperson Marta Hurtado expressed her deep concern due to the 

fact that “possibilities for free and credible elections to be held in Nicaragua on 

November 7 are increasingly remote, as a consequence of measures by the authorities 

against political parties, candidates and independent journalists, which further restrict 

the civic and democratic space.” 

 

As full support of what has been expressed here, I quote two fragments of the “Annual 

Report 2020” by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR): 

 

“In 2020, the Inter-American Commission observes that the human rights crisis in 

Nicaragua continues to deepen due to the persistence of a lack of separation of powers, 

the worsening of repression against voices critical of the government, and the lack of 

institutional reforms aimed at re-establishing the Rule of Law. Also, two years after 

the beginning of the April 18, 2018 social protests, a general impunity context persists 

regarding the serious human rights violations committed within the framework of State 

repression…” 

 

“During the period being analyzed, the Commission has reported the installation of a 

new phase of State repression in Nicaragua, characterized by the setting up of 

surveillance, harassment, and selective repression actions against persons opposed to 

the government, as well as acts of violence in rural areas and against opposition 

indigenous and afro-descendant communities. IACHR sees the extension of a de facto 

state of emergency which maintains fundamental rights severely limited, such as 

freedom of expression and association, the right of assembly, to defend human rights,  
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to social protest, and to participate in the management of public affairs. As this report 

analyzes, this new repressive phase would represent the most intense and systematic 

attack on public liberties since the beginning of the 2018 crisis, and would be aimed 

at maintaining the country’s democratic spaces completely closed.” 

 

2021-ELECTION YEAR 

 

On May 6 this year, Nicaragua’s Legislative Branch directorate, fully aligned with the 

Ortega-Murillos’ will, swore-in the 10 new Supreme Election Council (CSE) magistrates 

-two of them reappointed-, whose unconditional submission to the ruling Sandinista 

National Liberation Front (FSLN) is guaranteed. 

 

On the same day, the Organization of American States (OAS) General Secretariat 

stated, in a communique, it was watching “with extreme precaution the election of the 

high magistrates who will make up the Supreme Election Council (CSE) and passage 

of election reforms which counter the principles and recommendations issued by the 

international community, including the OAS Electoral Observation Mission (OAS/EOM) 

in 2017, and resolutions by the Organization’s Permanent Council and General 

Assembly. Election of magistrates and passage of those reforms designed by the 

Special Commission on Election Affairs of the National Assembly of Nicaragua clearly 

give full advantage to the ruling party regarding administration control and election 

justice management, eliminating the necessary guarantees and a minimum 

institutional credibility for the development of a free and fair election process in 

November 2021.” 
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“The election of a new CSE and the reform passed by the Legislative Branch, with 

backing from the ruling party and other congressmen, erodes, instead of strengthening, 

a pluralistic political process leading to the effective exercise of the people’s civil and 

political rights. The election of new magistrates in the CSE allied with the ruling party 

strengthens the FSLN’s concentration of power in the four branches of the State-

Executive Branch, Legislative Branch, and Judiciary Branch. This power arrangement 

does not lead Nicaraguans to elect their leaders freely and with transparency 

conditions,” the OAS Secretariat General communique adds. 

 

It further points out that the election of Election Branch magistrates and the electoral 

reforms imposed by the Sandinista regime, “highlight the Regime’s lack of will -and 

that of some political forces- to take action in favor of democracy and the extension 

of the Nicaraguan population’s political and civil rights. The OAS/GS reminds us that 

the absence of party plurality and the non-existence of separation of powers blatantly 

violate the principles of the Inter-American System, which the country is a part of.” 

 

Less than fifteen days after their swearing-in, the new Supreme Election Council began 

their repressive and anti-democratic work, cancelling two political parties’ legal status: 

the Democratic Restoration Party (PRD) and the Conservative Party of Nicaragua (PC). 

 

PRD president, reverend Saturnino Serrato, said it was an arbitrary measure by those 

running the election branch, since they made the decision based on an appeal by two 

pastors outside the party, who accused PRD of having strayed from its principles. 

 

Serrato accused Daniel Ortega Saavedra’s government of cancelling this legal status for 
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having reached an alliance with the National Coalition, which is the country’s main 

opposition bloc. “Since the sign of victory is in the Coalition, they cancel it. It was the 

car the majority of Nicaraguans were going to run in,” he said. 

 

For his part, Conservative Party president Alfredo César Aguirre reported they were 

stripped of their legal status for having announced they would not take part in the 

November 7 elections. 

 

César Aguirre explained that “the law is clear that not participating in the election is a 

motive for legal status cancelling, but the law is also clear: it is shown you’re not 

participating by not registering a candidate, and that (is) in the election calendar 

(which) begins July 28, so they’re judging an intention and not a fact, it’s what’s 

serious.” 

 

The members of the opposition Citizen Alliance, made up of the Citizens for Freedom 

(CXL) party and the Civic Alliance for Justice and Democracy (ACJD), condemned the 

Supreme Election Council action against both parties. 

 

The Civic Alliance (AC) did not accept the CSE’s decision to take away PRD’s and PC’s 

legal status and also rejected the attacks they are being victims of, as they said in a 

communique. 

 

Simultaneously, the Ortega-Murillo regime has stepped up the siege and harassment 

against different opposition candidates, and independent journalists. 
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As of May, police repression and harassment against opposition members in Nicaragua, 

candidates in the presidential election in Nicaragua, and independent media have 

noticeably increased. 

 

On May 19, authorities announced the start of a criminal investigation against Cristiana 

Chamorro, one of the leading presidential candidates, for alleged money laundering 

through the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation. The investigation is based upon 

the “Law against asset laundering, terrorism funding and the proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction” passed in July 2018. This law, written in excessively broad terms, 

has caused general concern that it could be used to silence dissident voices. Charges 

against Ms. Chamorro include improper use of fund received from international sources. 

The past weeks, members of 12 independent media have been summoned for 

questioning within the framework of the same criminal procedure. On May 20, the police 

searched the installations of Confidencial, an independent media headed by Carlos 

Fernando Chamorro, one of Ms. Chamorro’s brothers, confiscated equipment, and 

temporarily arrested a cameraman. Presently, Ms. Chamorro runs the risk of being 

criminally prosecuted and banned as a candidate. 

 

Cristiana Chamorro appeared before the Public Ministry to answer for the alleged crime 

of money laundering. Félix Maradiaga and Juan Sebastián Chamorro, both presidential 

candidates, suddenly saw in the morning patrol cars outside their homes, and were 

ordered they could not leave because they were under “house arrest,” with no warrant. 

 

Likewise, the police siege and harassment against presidential candidate Arturo José 

Cruz Sequeira, was reported in social media, on Sunday, May 23. 
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In the case plotted against Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, the Public Ministry also 

summoned former presidential candidate Fabio Gadea Mantilla, owner of Radio 

Corporación; Anibal Toruño, director and owner of Radio Dario; Verónica Chávez, legal 

representative and former director of the television news outlet 100% Noticias, who is 

also the wife of journalist and presidential candidate Miguel Mora. 

 

Hours before, Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation journalists and former workers 

María Lilly Delgado, Guillermo Medrano, and Lourdes Arróliga were also summoned, as 

witnesses, by the Public Ministry. 

 

However, being denied of the right to appear with their legal representatives, and 

according to article 34 of the Political Constitution of Nicaragua, they exercised their 

right to not testify. Upon this decision, the Public Ministry changed their status from 

witnesses to suspects. 
 

May’s repression actions include the illegal search of Confidencial, headed by journalist 

Carlos Fernando Chamorro Barrios (a brother of Cristiana Chamorro Barrios) and the 

confiscation of material assets, as well as the kidnapping of Luis Sequeira, a journalist  

with the international news agency AFP, and of Confidencial cameraman Leonel 

Gutiérrez, who were released after almost 6 hours. 
 

Also, on Friday, May 28, Ms. Cristiana María Chamorro Barrios, during a press 

conference, reported the kidnapping of Marcos Fletes and Walter Gómez, respectively, 

former accountant and former manager of the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation, 

an organization being investigated for alleged money laundering. 
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Both citizens’ disappearance, supposedly while in police custody, happened with no 

charges pressed or arrest warrant. 

 

To this date, siege and harassment actions continue against different political and civil 

society sectors, with not the least sign from the regime to heed the international 

community’s calls for a democratic opening and respect for the Nicaraguan people’s 

individual and political rights. 

 

In early June, the Ortega-Murillo regime’s police searched opposition leader Cristiana 

Chamorro’s home, after her capture was ordered following charges of asset laundering 

pressed by Daniel Ortega’s government. 

 

According to a press report, a Managua tribunal ordered the “house search and arrest 

against Cristiana Chamorro, charged with the crimes of abusive management, 

document tampering in real concurrence with the crime of money, property, and assets  

laundering, in detriment of the State of Nicaragua and the Nicaraguan society.” 

According to the statement released by the Prosecutor’s Office, the measures requested 

against Cristiana Chamorro Barrios include “migratory containment (…) prohibition to 

communicate with persons linked to the events being investigated, plus disqualification 

for public office for not being in full enjoyment of her civil and political rights since she 

is undergoing a criminal proceeding.” 

 

The first weekend in June did not escape the Ortega-Murillo regime’s repressive activity 

against opposition presidential candidates. On Saturday, June 5, upon returning from a 

tour of the United States, presidential candidate Dr. Arturo José Cruz Sequeira was  

mailto:se_anpdh@yahoo.com
https://www.anpdhoficial.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dirección: Iglesia San Pedro Apóstol, 100 metros Sur, 200 metros Este, Avenida 8, Calle 63, Barrio Roosevelt, San Pedro, Montes de Oca, San José, República de Costa Rica. 
Código Postal: 11501. Contacto: Teléfono móvil: (506) 6023-5080,   E-Mail: se_anpdh@yahoo.com,  Web Site: https://www.anpdhoficial.org/ 

Ref. (ANPDH)/(ASONIDEFEHU)/(CHRIO)-035/07-05-21 

San José, Republic of Costa Rica, July 05, 2021 (12/41) 

 

retained for several hours at Managua’s airport, and kept incommunicado, without any 

explanation to the citizens. 

 

It was until late afternoon that the police at the service of the Ortega-Murillos issued a 

communique stating Cruz Sequeira is being investigated by the police due to “strong 

indications that que has acted against Nicaraguan society and the people’s rights,” 

imposing the recently passed Law 1055, “Law of defense of the people’s rights, 

independence, sovereignty and self-determination for peace,” which is part of a 

repressive laws combo whose passage Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo ordered from 

October 2020 through February 2021, with the purpose to stifle the opposition and 

inhibit a free, transparent, and democratic election process as the Nicaraguan people 

and the international community demand. 

 

A third presidential candidate was summoned by the Prosecutor’s Office for Tuesday, 

June 8: Félix Alejandro Maradiaga Blandón, who for months has been under police 

harassment in the houses where he has sought refuge. He was captured by the regime’s  

police the evening of Monday, June 07, after a violent house search. Maradiaga may 

have been assaulted by the guards at the service of the regime, according to relatives’ 

reports. 

 

Other arrests that took place Monday 07: candidate Juan Sebastián Chamorro Garcia, 

Private Enterprise Superior Council (COSEP) former president José Adán Aguerri 

Chamorro, and civil society leader Violeta Mercedes Granera Padilla, who has beaten in 

the face. The following day, during a house search, the dictatorship arrested liberal 

politician and former Foreign Affairs minister José Bernard Pallais Arana, whom the  
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police physically attacked, despite the fact that he is an elderly person with chronic 

conditions. 

 

The night of Saturday, June 5, presidential candidate George Henríquez had his house 

surrounded, according to a video shot from his home. Campesino leader Medardo 

Mairena Sequeira is being harassed, day and night, by police patrols, at the house 

where he remains locked up. 

 

At the moment, there is no knowledge of the situation of Miguel Mora Barberena, Luis 

Adan Fley Gonzalez, and the other candidates registered with the two opposition blocs: 

National Coalition and the Citizens for Freedom (CXL) alliance. 

 

The afternoon of Saturday, June 12 2021, judge Nadia Úbeda Obando -Fifth Criminal 

Judge, Managua-, following instruction from the Ortega-Murillo regime, ordered the 

bank accounts of 6 members of the civil society organization Nicaraguan Foundation for 

Economic and Social Development (FUNIDES) to be intervened. 

 

The measure includes bank secrecy lifting and migratory containment for María Fiallos, 

president; Norman Caldera, secretary; Terencio García, vice president; Ximena 

González, treasurer; David Urcuyo, fiscal, and Federico Sacasa, executive director, all 

elected in early May. In the afternoon of the same day, Ortega-Murillo regime´s 

National Police agents violently carried out a house search, with absolutely no legal 

basis, against Nicaraguan opposition leader and National Blue and White Unity (UNAB) 

political council member Daysi Tamara Dávila Rivas who was with her youngest 

daughter. Through a communique issued by the regime’s entity, it was confirmed that  
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Dávila is under investigation for actions which undermine independence, sovereignty, 

and self-determination, encourage foreign interference in internal Nicaraguan affairs. 

Ms. Dávila Rivas was charged with committing crimes such as carrying out acts of 

terrorism, proposing economic and trade blockades, and applauding sanctions against 

the Ortega-Murillo regime. The regime’s police disguised the action as a legal arrest 

according to Law 1055, under which several presidential candidates and opposition 

leaders have been arrested over the past days. 

 

On Sunday, June 13, 2021, more Nicaraguan citizens were kidnapped with violence, 

their whereabouts unknown, by agents of the National Police of the Ortega-Murillo 

regime: ex-guerrilla commander, historian, former Health minister (1980’s), and 

founder of the Sandinista Renovation Movement -currently, the Democratic 

Renewal Union (Unamos) party-, Dora María Téllez Arguello; Blue and White 

National Unity (UNAB) activist Ana Margarita Vigil Gurdián; retired brigadier general 

and Sandinista Renewal Movement militant, Hugo Torres Jiménez, Unamos president 

Suyen Barahona Cuan; former vice minister of Foreign Affairs (1980’s) and (UNAMOS) 

member Víctor Hugo Tinoco Fonseca, who are under investigation for carrying out acts 

that undermine independence, sovereignty, and self-determination, promoting foreign 

interference in internal affairs, requesting military interventions, organizing to carry out 

-with funding from foreign powers- acts of terrorism and destabilization, proposing 

and managing economic, commercial and financial blockade with financing from foreign 

powers- against the country and its institutions, demanding, praising, and applauding 

sanctions against the State of Nicaragua and its citizens, and harming the supreme 

interests of the nation, in accordance with Article 1 of Law No. 1055 "Law for the  
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Defense of the Rights of the People to Independence, Sovereignty and Self-

determination for Peace." 

 

The Night of June 15, the Ortega-Murillo regime’s police announced the illegal capture 

of BANPRO executive president Luis Alberto Rivas Anduray, and the following day, the 

regime requested the Bank Superintendency (SOBOIF) to lift bank secrecy against 

Nicaraguan Foundation for Economic development (FUNIDES) directors for the 2015-

2017 and 2017-2019 periods: Luis Alberto Rivas Anduray, Juan Carlos Sansón Caldera, 

Gerardo José Baltodano Cantarero, Edwin Alejandro Mendieta Chamorro, Martha 

Jeannette Duque-Estrada Gurdián, Humberto Antonio Belli Pereira, Alfredo José Marín 

Ximénez, Roberto Martino Salvo Horvilleur, Aura Mercedes Gurdián Ubago, Mario José 

Arana Sevilla, Jaime Javier Montealegre Lacayo, José Antonio Baltodano Cabrera, and 

José Evenor Taboada Arana. 

 

On June 17, it was reported that Messrs. Gerardo Baltodano and Humberto Belli Pereira 

did not report for questioning at the Public Ministry, and an arrest warrant was issued 

for both. Hours later, it was known that Baltodano and Belli Pereira managed to cross 

the border into Costa Rica, and the following day, Belli left by air for Miami, Florida. 

 

Also, on June 17, Nicaragua’s regime prevented New York Times journalist Anatoly 

Kurmananev, from entering the country, as part of a national offensive against the 

media and civil society. The journalist, who recently began working in the paper’s 

Mexico bureau, was informed by the airline his ticket to Managua had been cancelled, 

hours before his flight took off, after Nicaraguan authorities refused to allow him in the 

country. 
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On Sunday, June 20, close to midnight, Ortega-Murillo regime police forces searched 

the residence of journalist Miguel Mora Barberena and his wife Verónica Chávez. 

Minutes later, the police issued a communique reporting of Mora Barberena’s “arrest” 

under alleged charges based on a repressive and unconstitutional law. It is important 

to note that, besides being the director of the online media 100% Noticias, Mora 

Barberena is a presidential candidate. This is the second time the dictatorship jails the 

journalist, since after the April 2018 events he was a victim  of brutal repression which 

included a police assault on the building the television station was headquartered in, 

the confiscation of equipment (which was never returned) and the jailing of Mora 

Barberena and his co-director Lucía Pineda, and several others of the media’s 

journalists. 

 

The night of Monday, June 21, the Ortega-Murillo regime’s repression onslaught 

worsened yet again, with the illegal search in the residence of journalist Carlos Fernando 

Chamorro, a son of former Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro and a 

brother of also journalist Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, kept under house arrest by the 

dictatorship since early June. Cristiana had also announced the intention to be a 

presidential candidate in the election set for November 07, 2021. 

 

Also, on June 21, the police at the service of the Nicaraguan regime announced that 

Mrs. María Fernanda Flores Lanzas, former president Arnoldo Aleman Lacayo’s wife, 

was under investigation for the same alleged crimes the regime had accused other 

persons recently jailed of. 

Within the ongoing repression, the Ortega-Murillo police announced, also on Monday, 
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June 21, the illegal capture of journalist Miguel Ángel Mendoza Urbina, charged of 

having violated the spurious and unconstitutional Law 1055. 

The brutal repression escalation by the Ortega-Murillo regime hit, Tuesday, June 22, 

other Nicaraguan media figures, when journalists Carlos Fernando Chamorro and Sergio 

Marín Cornavaca, announced they had decided to escape the sandinista repression and 

seek exile in a country they did not identify. 

Continuing its opposition manhunt, the night of Friday, June 25, journalist and 

opposition politician Pedro Joaquín Chamorro Barrios, son of former president Violeta 

Barrios de Chamorro and of journalist Pedro Joaquín Chamorro Cardenal -murdered in 

1987, was kidnapped. Chamorro Barrios was a member of the Nicaraguan Resistance 

(contras) political directorate, and is presently a member of the liberal political 

organization named “Citizens for Freedom” (C x L) leadership. 

Also, ANPDH sources inside Nicaragua, reported that the night of Saturday, June 26, 

the home of retired general Joaquín Cuadra Lacayo -a founder of the former 

People’s Sandinista Army (EPS) now named Army of Nicaragua- was searched. 

We were also informed that Jaime Wheelock Román and Henry Ruiz clandestinely 

entered Costa Rica. Both were members of the nine-strong “revolution commanders” 

group who, during the ‘80s made up the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN)’s 

top leadership known as the “FSLN National Directorate.” 

Besides that, and also in June, social media reported the gruesome onslaught of 

selective killings, in the country’s rural areas, against opposition campesinos who have 

taken part in civic protests or have publicly expressed themselves against the regime. 

Walter, Leopoldo, and David Zelaya were murdered Saturday, Jun 26, in Murra, Nueva  
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Segovia, as they returned home from a meeting in a nearby community. According to 

testimony from relatives and neighbors, the campesinos were executed by fully 

identified paramilitaries. A picture of the paramilitaries, dressed in army camouflage 

and carrying AK-47 rifles, have been posted on social media. On Sunday 27, in the 

Ayapal community, San José de Bocay, department of Jinotega, an unidentified man 

travelling on a rural bus, was gunned down by an individual who came on board solely 

to commit the crime, and immediately fled. These events are serious new human rights 

violations, which are neither investigated nor punished by the Ortega-Murillo regime’s 

policer or judiciary. The complicit attitude regarding those events proves selective 

murders are ordered by FSLN political and military leaders in each area, in order to 

eliminate rebellion outbreaks in those places. 

The ongoing spiraling repression by the criminal Ortega-Murillo regime, aims at 

criminalizing independent journalists with the clear intention to obstruct their reporting 

on regime abuses, unconstitutionally arresting most of presidential candidates, violating 

their human rights as well as principles in international accords. These actions reflect 

Daniel Ortega’s fear to face the people in free elections. Thus, he has also opposed and 

not fully complied with OAS General Assembly Resolution of October 2020, a situation 

we have been pointing out since then, and whose deadline expired May 31, 2021. 

This onslaught against independent media, opposition candidates and leaders, reflects 

the true nature and essence of the criminal regime, its inhuman behavior, and the 

absence of a political will to find a peaceful, civic, and democratic way out of the social, 

political, economic, and health crisis the Nicaraguan people are suffering. 

ANPDH agrees with the OAS General Assembly in its request to the organization’s 

General Secretariat to back encompassing and timely negotiations, between the  
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Nicaraguan Government and national actors representing the Nicaraguan opposition, 

on meaningful election reform measures coherent with applicable international norms, 

and to provide technical assistance for their implementation, in order to promote free 

and fair elections. 

It is thus essential and critical that these measures include, among other things: 

 

➢ Modernizing and restructuring the Supreme Election Council, to guarantee it will 

function in a totally independent, transparent, and responsible way. 

 

➢ A pluralistic political process leading to the effective exercise of civil and political 

rights, including the rights to peaceful meeting and freedom of expression, and 

the open registration of new political parties. 

 

➢ A technical independent examination, voter registry updating, and an 

independent audit of voter lists. 

 

➢ Independent, reliable, and credited international election observation. 

 

➢ A transparent and effective voter register, distribution of identification cards, 

voting center management. 

 

➢ Transparent results count and consolidation, and results publication in real time. 
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➢ Adequate procedures for filing complaints about how the elections are 

conducted and on results, as well as solution procedures. 

 

From the beginning, the Ortega-Murillo regime, through its Foreign Affairs minister 

Denis Moncada, turned down the following agenda item: “Nicaragua firmly and 

categorically rejects introduction of chapter 3 in the preliminary draft of the agenda for 

the 50th period of sessions of the General Assembly, the item ‘the situation in 

Nicaragua’…for being essentially interventionist and for violating the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations, of the nature and purpose of the Charter 

of the Organization of American States, and the principles and purposes of International 

Law.” 

 

The attitude of the dictatorship’s representative shows Daniel Ortega Saavedra’s and 

Rosario Murillo Zambrana’s nonexistent political will regarding the country’s 

democratization cause, in accordance with International Law norms contained in 

regional and international treaties, declarations, and agreements which, throughout its 

history, the State of Nicaragua has subscribed. This fact turns the Ortega-Murillo regime 

into one that violates the entire national and international legal system. 

 

MIGRATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY CONSEQUENCES FOR THE 

CENTRAL AMERICAN REGION AND THE WORLD. 

 

It is vitally important to warn that due to a complete absence of conditions for a 

transparent, fair, and truly free election process, there exists the real possibility that 
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the Nicaraguan people -seeing frustrated their desire to peacefully remove, by 

means of voting, the Ortega-Murillo dictatorship- unleash on Costa Rica and the 

rest of Central America, and on the United States, the threat of a new -

unprecedented- migration tide, caused by the regime’s repression and the worsening 

of the serious economic crisis, corruption and serious human rights violations which 

already hit the vast majority of Nicaraguans. This massive migration, as has been the 

case of migration waves from Honduras, could be encouraged and funded by enemies 

of the United States beyond the region (Russia-Iran-China), though their political and 

military operators in Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua. 

 

Regarding security and stability, the Ortega-Murillo regime poses a major threat to 

Costa Rica, the rest of Central America, and the United States, since it generates 

massive migration, and will do so even more as repression and human rights violations 

grow during this election period.  

 

For Costa Rican analyst and former Security minister Álvaro Ramos, his country must 

be prepared to receive Ortega opposition migrants as well as thousands of other 

Nicaraguan citizens who will leave in pursuit of peace and work to provide for their 

families. 
 

Along with internal political tension, Ramos forecasts a spike in hostility from Ortega 

toward Costa Rica. When elections are held in Nicaragua, two things always happen: 

brutal repression against the population, and a raise in tone of political and eventually 

physical attacks by the Sandinista Army against Costa Rica, he says. 
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Over the past weeks, the ANPDH headquarters in San José, Costa Rica, has received 

reports, from Nicaraguan citizens applying for asylum in the country, about their angst 

due to a very difficult economic situation for not being able to formally access the labor 

unemployment, which has worsened because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

That situation has forced many Nicaraguans, as is stated in their testimony, to think of 

migrating from Costa Rica to the United States, Canada and other target countries, 

which would mean an option for thousands on Nicaraguans who, still in Nicaragua, have 

ruled out Costa Rica as a destiny, placing the United States as their first option to, 

legally or illegally, travel to. 

 

Since its foundation, in 1959-1960, the Sandinista National Liberation Front has been 

a Marxist-Leninist organization, inspired by the violence and the deep links with 

worldwide terrorist organizations such as the PLO (Palestine), ETA (Spain), Hamas 

(Palestine), Black September (Palestine) -author of the 1972 Munich massacre in 

which two Nicaraguan terrorists took part-, and the Red Brigades (Italy) 

responsible for multiple murders, among them that of former prime minister Aldo Moro, 

executed by Alessio Cassimirri, who lives in Nicaragua protected by the FSLN, which 

gave him Nicaraguan citizenship. The Ortega-Murillo regime also naturalized fugitive 

former Salvadoran president Mauricio Funes. 

 

The Sandinista regime’s links with international terrorism tentacles drew attention in 

the early 90’s, as the Costa Rican online news outlet “El Mundo”, reported on January 

08, 2020: “One of the detainees after the first explosives attack against New York’s 

Twin Towers in 1993, when a van loaded with explosives went off at the buildings’ 
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 underground parking lot, was found in possession of several Nicaraguan passports.” 

 

An investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) determined the passports 

had been issued by the Ortega government in the two-month transition period, during 

which the handover of power to president Violeta Barrios de Chamorro was prepared, 

from February through April 1990. 

 

A former Interior Ministry official from that time, who requested anonymity, told the 

VOA that FBI agents arrived in Nicaragua to trace the origin of the passport found on 

the terrorist, they scanned and took copies of all the files on the passports issued to 

Arab citizens during the 1990 transition period. He says that, “although no report on 

the findings were submitted, he understands it could have been up to 2,500 passports.” 

 

A Russian Government airplane violated on Monday (04.19.2021) Colombian air space 

as it entered through a different place than what had been authorized in the country’s 

north, the reason for which it was intercepted by Colombian Air Force (FAC) fighter 

planes which ordered it to leave. The local newspaper El Tiempo said that 

“knowledgeable sources told it that it was being verified whether the Ilyushin II-96-400 

VPU belongs to a Kremlin special flights squad which only transports personalities or 

high-value objects.” 

 

Social media accounts connected to the Venezuelan regime stated it was a humanitarian 

flight supposedly transporting anti-COVID-19, a report no authority has confirmed. 

Also, the account followed by Venezuelan Foreign Affairs minister Jorge Arreaza, points 

out it was headed for Nicaragua, the Colombian paper added. FAC recalled that similar  
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situations occurred on August 31 2019, April 19 2020, and July 21 2020. Other such 

incidents occurred on October 30 And November 1 2013 when two Russian Tupolev 160 

bombers violated Colombian air space while flying between Venezuela and Nicaragua 

and were intercepted by Kefir planes over the Andean country’s north. 

 

ANPDH information sources in Nicaragua reported that Russia Security Council 

secretary Nicolai Petrushev was the official who arrived in Nicaragua on board the 

Russian plane intercepted by the Colombian Air Force for having violated their air space. 

The return route was: Managua, Havana, Moscow. 

 

Russian intelligence officials arrived to replace the Managua team, specifically at the 

Russian espionage station near the Nejapa lagoon. The station is known as GLONASS 

and its mission is to monitor, listen to, and follow up US activities in Latin America. 

 

On the afternoon of Monday, June 21, 2021, an Iranian plane sanctioned by the United 

States arrived in Venezuela for transporting weapons for terrorist groups. The aircraft, 

registration EP-FAB, arrived this Monday at the El Libertador Air Base, halfway between 

the cities from Palo Negro and Maracay, in the state of Aragua. It belongs to the Qeshm 

Fars Air company, admonished by the North American country because it sent weapons 

to Syria. This information relates to packed air cargo and departure at the end of May 

and beginning of June of this year from the international airport of Nicaragua, 

information supplied to the (ANPDH) by sources that work at this airport. 

 

The close political and military link of the Nicaraguan dictatorial regime with the 

government of Vladimir Putin was made clear this Wednesday, June 23, after  
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statements by the Russian Defense Minister, Sergei Shoigu, indicating that Daniel 

Ortega and Rosario Murillo requested Russia for “technical and military”, which consists 

of “supplying the most modern weapons and preparing the military for quite complex 

conditions”. This collaboration was also requested by the dictatorships of Cuba and 

Venezuela. 

 

The Ortega-Murillo family has received at least five billion dollars from Venezuela since 

it arrived in the government in 2007, the year the mixed consortium Nicaragua Alba 

Petroleum (ALBANISA) was founded, with a dozen satellite companies depending on it. 

 

According to reports by federal North American agencies, an important part of the Los 

Soles Cartel traffic was channeled from Venezuela to Nicaragua, and then to Mexico or 

the United States, according to federal charges pressed by the Attorney General’s Office 

in Washington: “Around 2009, MADURO MOROS, CABELLO RONDÓN and CARVAJAL 

BARRIOS met with a FRAC envoy, discussing a four-ton cocaine shipment the FARC 

were ready to take to the Los Soles Cartel. CABELLO RONDÓN ordered the FARC to 

deliver the cocaine at a particular place in Venezuela, where a jet would be waiting to 

transport the cocaine to Nicaragua for further shipment to Mexico and import into the 

United States.” 

 

Nicaragua is one of the 22 countries through which, according to the DEA, the largest 

drug transit takes place, which in Central America also includes Costa Rica, Honduras, 

El Salvador y Guatemala, and would make up the corridor for drugs produced in South 

America and sent to North America. 
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For some, the disparity between the amount of confiscated drugs and money is not the 

most serious problem. “What surprises the most is not knowing where this money 

goes,” security expert Roberto Cajina told Deutsche Welle (DW). 

 

Nicaragua’s Judicial Branch has a high degree of discretion to decide over money and 

assets confiscated to drug trafficking. And due to the Ortega-Murillo regime’s control 

over justice institutions, the latter are simply told who to transfer them to. 

 

According to United States Department of State reports, major money laundering and 

corruption networks operate in Nicaragua, some of which the highest echelon of power 

would be implicated in. 

 

ANALYSIS 
 

WHAT IS NICARAGUA FACING? 
 

Nicaragua is ruled by a twin-headed dictatorship made up of Daniel Ortega and Rosario 

Murillo. 

 

More than forty years after having rid itself of the Somoza regime, through a costly 

popular armed uprising, the central American country is now under the Ortega regime. 

 

The present dictatorship’s immediate goal -for its continuity in power, which it 

has permanently held since 2007- consists of reaching the November 7 elections,  
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in the context of the certain victory it is building through an “operation cleanup” which 

implies jailing presidential candidates and other political and civil society leaders. 

 

It is a regime whose essential power base is the pair corruption/State terror. 

 

The basic components of this power base are: 

 

-selective anti-opposition repression, for which it counts on the National Police, the 

illegal paramilitary force, and the Army of Nicaragua, which make up security 

structures which include tens of thousands of troops, at the service of the ruling couple  

 

-massive control by Ortega and Murillo over the State Powers structure (Executive, 

Legislative, Judiciary, Election), as well as over municipal government 

 

-their illicit enrichment, extensive to beneficiary actors -among them the army’s 

financial/enterprise structure, which includes investments in the United 

States. 

 

-manipulation -through a discourse which was valid four decades ago- of broad 

population segments which, because of historic conviction or labor/salary convenience, 

support Ortega. 

 

Regarding repression and human rights violations -including crimes against 

humanity-, the Nicaraguan dictatorship shows absolutely no difference from the 

brutal and corrupt Latin American military regimes of the ‘60s through the ‘90s. 
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Arbitrary arrests, imprisonments under inhuman conditions and the use of brutally 

cruel torture, broad political persecution -which includes former guerrilla (1961-

1979) commanders, and former revolutionary government (1979-1990) 

officials-, the extermination of emerging armed opposition movements in rural areas, 

are the most visible features of the regime’s criminal modus operandi. 

 

All of the above rests on a series of illegitimate laws -seven, so far- passed, since 

mid-last year, by the orteguista legislative machine. 

 

Of the 92 members of thugs single-chamber National Assembly, 71 represent the 

ruling Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), while the other 21 -from six 

parties- make up a useless opposition bloc functioning according to party and 

personal interests. 

 

On another level, the Ortega-Murillo’s regime close link with China, Iran, Russia, 

became more than evident in Ortega’s speech of June 23, in Managua, when he 

favored that developing countries have the same right as developed powers to produce 

and maintain atomic weapons. 

 

Ortega’s statements coincide with Russian Defense minister Sergei Shoigu’s assertion, 

at a press conference, that Nicaragua, Cuba, and Venezuela, recently requested 

additional military aid from Russia. 
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A SOMBER FORECAST 

 

On the basis of the present context, Nicaragua is facing a dramatic outlook with several 

possible readings. 

 

The overview suggests Ortega and Murillo have taken their authoritarianism to a point 

of no return. 

 

The “we’re going all out” concept, repeatedly stated by Murillo, clearly illustrates the 

dictatorial couple’s stubbornness as to maintaining their present relentless position for 

as long as both deem necessary. 

 

In the short term, the political context is one of closing -through State terror- the 

already reduced democratic spaces, especially regarding the November 7 

vote. 

 

For this, the regime is using a series of laws making it impossible for political opposition 

forces to take part in the ongoing bogus election process. 

 

Such laws are the basis to justify the unjustifiable roundup of presidential hopefuls, as 

well as other political leaders, and civils society leaders, unleashed since early June 

this year, an onslaught the regime will predictably keep up until at least election day 

in November. 
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A dozen of arrests made in violent and unjustified polices searches -with 

paramilitary support-, within approximately twenty days in June, is but a glimpse 

of the irrationality the regime intends to maintain in the immediate future. 

 

The dictatorship’s present discourse -outdated due to its supposedly 

revolutionary content, which was valid during the first sandinista 

government (1979-1990) shows how Ortega and Murillo, through a false 

narrative about an alleged inner and foreign aggression, have taken 

possession of the truth. 

 

Besides the desire to justify the unjustifiable, an obvious component of this attitude is 

to touch off the United States. 

 

This explains, to a certain extent, a desire to publicly maintain a position of 

“courageous standing up to the yankee empire,” which feeds the image Ortega still 

reflects as a revolutionary commander, a point of reference for the left -in Latin 

America in particular, and the world in general. 

 

But it also explains Ortega’s need to draw the United States government’s attention, 

with the aim to negotiate either his stay in office or his and Murillo’s leaving power. 

 

In any case, the dictator needs as many hostages as possible -the political leaders 

presently hunted plus those he could capture, as the bogus election process 

develops-, to be in a position of power with enough bargaining chips. 
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In this regard, it is also to his advantage to keep the country in the present chaos/crisis 

situation, which is expected to continue at least in the immediate future. 

 

Ortega also needs to reach November 7, in office, imposing the anti-democratic 

election scheme of his convenience, to reinforce this position of force. 

 

US actions, including the imminent congressional passage of the “Reinforcing 

Nicaragua’s Adherence to Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 2021” -better known 

as Renacer Act-, as well as the processing of a bill aimed at specifically suspending 

Nicaragua from the Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement (DR-

Cafta), apparently are of no concern -or at least not significantly so- for Ortega. 

 

The dictator probably believes the time for full passage -in the Senate and the 

House of Representatives-, presidential signature, and implementation of sanctions 

as contained in those bills, favors him and gives his regime enough time/space to 

reach the election goal. 

 

STATE-SPONSORED TERROR SUPPORTING THE DICTATORSHIP 

 

All dictatorships, regardless of ideology, depend on State-sponsored terror as key 

survival support. 

 

All, with no exception, come to an end -because people are no longer afraid, 

because abuse of power wears them out, because international pressure gets 

to weight too much, because of a sum of those factors. 
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The ortega-murillista regime is now in a stage of strength -full control of the 

institutional structure, mass uncertainty regarding the absolute lack of self-

control when it comes to violating human rights, impunity in every sense. 

 

The result has been, up to now, that different international sanctions -for example, 

US, Canadian, European- against some of it the regime’s top figures -among them 

Murillo and two of her sons and one daughter-, as well as statements from 

entities such as the Organization of American States (OAS) and the United Nations, 

among others, have systematically failed to stop the government’s criminal excesses. 

 

The dictatorship’s selective repression -since early June 2021, widespread in 

some sectors-, is turning into the regime’s new modus operandi, mainly in the 

election context: exterminating all threatening opposition -or any hint of dissent. 

 

Barely the first half of June was the stage for the violent arrest and incarceration -in 

some cases, under house arrest, in others detainees have simply gone 

missing or confined in the Judicial Assistance Directorate, better known as El 

Chipote, a place for brutal torture in inhuman health conditions- of five 

presidential hopefuls and another seven political and civil society leaders, women 

among them. 

 

The policy to raze all expressions of divergence regarding the regime, has led the 

dictatorship -within the context of the June captures-, to arrest -under insane 

charges such as “attack against Nicaraguan society”- figures who were part of  

the sandinista guerrilla leadership (1961-1979) and of the revolutionary government 
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structure (1979-1990). 

 

This specific hunt has included, so far, guerrilla commander and former Health minister 

Dora María Tellez, former guerrilla and later high EPS officer Hugo Torres, and former 

vice minister of Foreign Affairs Víctor Hugo Tinoco. 

 

Besides the arrests, Luis Carrión, commander of the revolution, a former member of 

the FSLN National Directorate -guerrilla and political party-, and an ex Economy, 

Industry and Trade minister, went into exile, in June, in an unknown country. 

 

Writer Sergio Ramírez, vice president (1985-1990) in the revolutionary government, 

did the same after questioning at the Public Ministry. 

 

The fact that the regime is attacking former guerrilla leaders and ex sandinista 

government officials, is a powerful warning -in Nicaragua and abroad- that there is 

absolutely no limit to repression, which, at the same time, becomes a collective fear 

factor. 

 

In this regard, what is predictable is that this type of action will remain in its present 

level of intensity, at least until November. 

 

In his June 23 speech, Ortega made it clear he has no intention to release political 

prisoners, and that he has de facto prevented them from taking part in the November 

7 presidential vote. 
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We believe Ortega does not -or will not, in the near future- have the slightest 

political will to provide Nicaragua with a peaceful way out, via elections, of the political, 

social, economic, a serious human rights violations conflict the dictatorship has 

caused. 

 

In this regard, international pressure -which includes individual and institutional 

economic sanctions-, albeit positive, is not enough. 

 

In light of criticism from different sectors for funding received by a dictatorship that 

has committed crimes against humanity, and keeps more than 120 political prisoners 

in jail -including several presidential hopefuls-, the only reply was that of Central 

American Bank for Economic Integration (Cabei) president Dante Mossi, who, in his 

Twitter account stated: “@BCIE_Org is Central America’s bank, and we do not 

condition our assistance on evaluations other than economic. As a bank, we are the 

result of the belief about the need to work together since 1960 -the mission to work 

for a better Central America still stands!” 

 

For Cabei’s president, as long as the Ortega-Murillo regime complies with the economic 

expectations set by the body, it will continue to receive funding, regardless of the fact 

the Ortega-Murillos keep all opposition members in jail. 

 

We thus value as positive former Costa Rican president Laura Chinchilla’s initiative 

that the United States, main member of international financial organizations -Cabei, 

IDB, WB, among others-, pass a law linking sanctions imposed on Ortega’s 

dictatorship -and any other regime violating human rights- to funding via loans,  
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which so far have supported the Ortega-Murillo dictatorship and its repression 

structures. 

 

MILITARY SUPPORT: A GUARANTEED FACTOR? 

 

The army, the police, and the unconstitutional paramilitary force are the armed 

component on which the dictatorship rests. 

 

The third of those elements is made up of some 20,000 irregular troops, among them 

-in a significant proportion-, common criminals, with eliminated sentences and 

released in exchange for service. 

 

The police and paramilitary forces -which operate jointly-, guarantee unconditional 

support as far as loyalty to Ortega -among other key components, police chief 

first commissioner Francisco Díaz, sanctioned by the US because of human 

rights violations, and the dictator are in-laws. 

 

Regarding the Army, its loyalty to Ortega derives, among other components, from the 

fact that, protected by the regime, they have developed and strengthened their 

financial/entrepreneurial setup, and have benefitted from the prevailing corruption 

scheme. 

 

Within the framework of the social and political crisis that has been dragging on since 

April 2018, and covertly, it has armed and trained police and paramilitary troops, in 

support of the criminal anti-opposition repression -both massive and selective. 
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However, a possibility that must not be discarded is that, in a scenario in which they 

feel pressured by sanctions -or threats thereof- from the United States, or see 

their financial or other assets in the US at risk, the army may choose to 

safeguard their interests, withdrawing pro-Ortega support. 

 

This is in line with information, from ANPDH sources in rural areas in northern and 

western Nicaragua, about the possible reinstatement of the military draft. Because of 

this, hundreds of campesino families have begun sending their teenage sons abroad, 

through the means at their disposal. 

 

Sources in exile -who until recently were linked to the Ortega-Murillo regime, 

at a high level-, have reported a general feeling of dissent among Nicaraguan army 

middle-ranking officers, which was detected by the dictatorship’s security structures, 

and could be the cause of the most recent repression escalation in fear of an imminent 

coup. 

 

Regardless of this circumstantial military coup risk, according to different analyses, 

the armed force could become a key actor in an eventual transition from dictatorship 

to democracy, as a guarantor of stability during the process. 

 

During different moments of the present crisis, in some opposition political sectors, 

the possibility was mentioned that retired general Omar Halleslevens hold the 

presidency in a transition government. 

 

Halleslevens is a former guerrilla who, among other positions, has been chief of the 
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army (2005-2010) as well as Ortega’s vice president (2012-2017), and since 2017 

has held the post of minister for Specific Affairs. 

 

 

INABILITY TO UNITE, A FEATURE OF THE OPPOSITION WHICH 

FAVORS ORTEGA 

 

The opposition -both in Nicaragua and the broad sector making up the exile 

diaspora-, has shown complete inability to combine political agendas -personal and 

sector-, put egos aside, mend divisive fractures, as a means to create a unified 

election front with political clout. 

 

The Opposition National Unity (UNO) managed, through cohesion of opposing forces, 

the first FSLN election defeat -specifically that of Ortega-, in 1990, which set an 

example which present leaders opposing the dictatorship cannot manage to follow. 

 

The absence of political will has worsened with the wave of arrests against presidential 

candidates and other leaders, who were subjected, among others, to the law which 

extended from 48 hours to ninety days, the detention period for investigation -

violating the principle of alleged innocence. 

 

Arrests also fit the Law of Defense of the People’s Rights to Independence, Sovereignty 

and Self-Determination for Peace, a tool whose overly broad -and vague- name 

allows for justifying arrests. 
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ALTERNATIVES: ABSENTEEISM OR CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE -OR A 

COMBINATION OF FACTORS 

 

The so-far unstoppable anti-opposition offensive the regime is stepping up -which 

“we patiently waited for”, according to statements by Murillo- leads to forecast 

important absenteeism in November, as a popular reaction to brutal police and 

paramilitary repression, the ruling couple’s forced continuity in power, human rights 

violations -including crimes against humanity- still unpunished. 

 

The regime’s legitimacy would thus be undermined -mainly before the 

international community. 

 

Added to that, sectors and persons who massively demonstrated in 2018 -at the 

beginning of the crisis-, could carry out civil disobedience actions. 

 

This could include, for instance, retaking the streets in peaceful protest -regardless 

of the known risk of brutal police/paramilitary repression, or cease 

purchasing in businesses linked to the ruling family, at least until election 

day. 

SUMMARY 

 

The immediate- and medium-term outlook for Nicaragua is somber. 

 

The regime’s attitude regarding stepping up repression, presently aimed at the political 
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and civil society sector -regardless of ideology-, is an indication of rising 

intransigence, having the dictatorship gone beyond the point of no return in terms of 

human rights violations. 

 

This conduct is characterized by unchecked arbitrariness, as a situational framework 

within which the only legality is that which the regime makes up according to its need 

-either though legislation counter to the rule of law or by means of arbitrary 

arrests backed by unfounded charges. 

 

The outlook is foreseeable beyond the November 7 vote, which, with the Ortega-

Murillo ticket´s victory, will place the regime in a strengthened position of power. 

 

SOURCES FOR THE EXECUTIVE REPORT ON THE CRISIS AND ITS 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CONSEQUENCES 

(06-30-2021) 
 

➢ Centro de Monitoreo de ANPDH – Nicaragua. 
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International Organization (CHRIO). 
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➢ Costa Rican newspaper La Nación – http://nacion.com 

➢ https://www.dw.com/es/colombia-hizo-salir-de-su-espacio-a%C3%A9reo-

a-un-avi%C3%B3n-ruso/a-57259019 

➢ https://www.dw.com/es/nicaragua-a-d%C3%B3nde-van-los-millones-del-

narcotr%C3%A1fico/a-54709181 

➢ https://cambiopolitico.com/ee-uu-alerta-eventual-bomba-migratoria-sobre-

costa-rica-por-brutal-represion-en-

nicaragua/162255/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=whatsapp&

utm_source=im 

➢ https://www.facebook.com/238792120251060/posts/9681678039

80151/ 

➢ https://www.confidencial.com.ni/politica/luis-carrion-ortega-

busca-cambiar-sanciones-por-rehenes-politicos-para-forzar-

negociacion-con-ee-uu/ 

➢ https://mundo.sputniknews.com/20210623/ministro-de-defensa-de-rusia-

cuba-nicaragua-y-venezuela-requieren-el-apoyo-ruso-1113457419.html 

➢ https://www.rcnradio.com/internacional/rusia-asegura-que-

apoyara-los-paises-de-latinoamerica-en-donde-hay-terrorismo-y 

Communiques and broadcasts by Nicaraguan organizations: 

➢ Ciudadanos por la Libertad (CXL)-Coalición Nacional-Unidad Nacional Azul y 

Blanco. 

➢ Communications issued by the National Police and Nicaraguan Army of the 

Ortega-Murillo Regime. 
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